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America’s Bolsheviks
by Trevor Loudon

Four US communist groups have formed an alliance to take over the Democratic Party at every level. With a com-
bined membership of more than 65,000 and significant financial backing from unions, foundations, and even some 
churches, the plan is credible and is already well under way. Three of the four groups involved—Communist Party USA 
(CPUSA), Committees of Correspondence for Democracy and Socialism (CCDS), and Freedom Road Socialist Orga-
nization (FRSO)—are loyal to Beijing, while the fourth and largest partner organization—the Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA)—is connected to a network of European and Latin American communist and socialist parties.

In a May 2018 memo to CPUSA members, party leader John Bachtell urged attendance at an online webinar to be 
held on May 23. The webinar would feature leading representatives of the CPUSA, DSA, FRSO, and FRSO front group 
LeftRoots.

Sponsored by the hitherto little-known Left Inside/Outside Project, the webinar would discuss “building power inside 
and outside the Democratic Party.” Bachtell emphasized that the CPUSA “is collaborating with several left groups and 
progressive activists to promote unity and coalition building in the electoral arena. Building electoral coalitions with 
every force possible including with the Democratic Party is key.”
Inside/Outside Project

The Left Inside/Outside Project first revealed itself in a letter entitled “The Left We Want to Build: Breaking Out of 
the Margins,” published June 9, 2017 on the FRSO-aligned website Organizing Upgrade. Communist infiltration of the 
Democratic Party has been going on for decades, but this is something new. By working together, the communists could 
not only completely dominate the Democratic Party—but realistically hope to challenge for power at a national level. 
This alliance would first become a “left trend,” working in unison both inside and outside the Democratic Party—“an 
alignment of organizations and individuals—based on strategic unity”:

We believe that … only determined, long-term, energetic efforts to break out of the margins based on a com-
mon view of how to engage in our electoral system, while also building mass protest, offer a chance to make the 
left a force in US politics and, eventually, a contender for power.
The statement went on to propose a diversified strategy of running leftist candidates inside the Democratic Party, 

working to defeat moderates, and coordinating with outside socialist forces:
The fight against the far right is strongest when it is energized by an inspiring vision for economic and social 

justice. Campaigns for openly socialist candidates and progressive challenges to neoliberal Democrats must all 
be part of the political mix. And the opportunities for broadening the reach of progressive and left forces will be 
greatest when they both struggle within and work in tandem with the larger anti-Trump or anti-right front.
Key leaders of CPUSA, FRSO/LeftRoots, DSA, and CCDS signed onto the Left Inside/Outside Project.

Precedence
While the Left Inside/Outside Project can muster only about 65,000 core members, it is worth remembering that in 

1910, seven years before the Bolshevik revolution, the combined Russian revolutionary forces of Bolsheviks and the 
slightly more moderate Mensheviks numbered fewer than 10,000.

And America’s modern Bolsheviks are way more media savvy and practiced than was Lenin’s crew. They also have 
access to billions of dollars of government, foundation, union, and church funding, and a generally sympathetic national 
media.
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America’s communists also dominate the Working 
Families Party (which operates in 19 states to help elect 
leftist Democrats) and Bernie Sanders’ Our Revolution, 
which claims 200,000-plus members across all 50 states. 
The communists also control almost all major labor 
unions (including the nearly 2,000,000-strong SEIU) and 
hundreds, if not thousands, of smaller nonprofits, com-
munity groups, and leftist churches. They also have al-
lies in at least 100 members of the US House and around 
25 members of the US Senate who are to some degree 
sympathetic to their socialist objectives. 

The miracle is that the communists haven’t already 
won. However, to give the devil his due, they’re far clos-
er than most Americans would even begin to imagine. 

So how has the Left Inside/Outside project been 
working out so far? 
Communist Party USA 

Just after WWII the CPUSA claimed more than 
100,000 members. Today it boasts only about 5,000 cad-
res. This, however, is deceptive because only about 20 
percent of CPUSA members are open about their affili-
ation. 

Today’s CPUSA is strongest in New York City, Bos-
ton, Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis, Missouri, and the states 
of Connecticut, Texas, Arizona, and California. 

The CPUSA has infiltrated the Democratic Party 
across the country. Communists, some openly, some se-
cretly, are working in Democratic campaigns, holding 
Democratic Party leadership positions, and even running 
for public office on the Democratic Party ballot line. 
They also are pushing their policies inside the Demo-
cratic Party, to the point where it’s almost impossible to 
distinguish between the CPUSA and Democratic Party 
programs. The Green New Deal is but the latest example. 
Many comrades also work closely with influential con-
gressmen or US senators. 

In the San Diego area, two CPUSA members, Carl 
Wood and Emiliana Sparaco, are currently running 
for the California Democratic Party Central Commit-
tee, from Assembly Districts 76 and 80, respectively. If 
elected in May, Wood intends to push for the “Healthy 
California Act that provides improved Medicare for All, 
a Living Wage of at least $15/hour, the Green New Deal 
for a healthy environment with good new jobs in a peace 
economy, and legislation to promote strong Unions.” 

Sparaco traveled to Sochi, Russia, in October 2017, 
as part of a US communist delegation to celebrate the 
100th anniversary of the Bolshevik Revolution—key-
noted by Vladimir Putin himself. In 2018, Sparaco was a 
leading activist in Flip the 49th, which helped Democrat 

Mike Levin win California’s 49th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

In northern California, Sacramento-area Democratic 
Representative Ami Bera, who serves on the House For-
eign Relations Committee, has won several super-close 
elections with communist help. For example, in 2014, 
CPUSA members Juan Lopez, Cassie Lopez, Michelle 
Kern, Nell Ranta, and Mik Diddams canvassed and 
phone-banked out of Bera’s campaign headquarters. 

In Chicago, CPUSA members such as Pepe Lozano 
worked in the successful Chuy Garcia for Congress cam-
paign—Garcia was once described by an opponent as 
“110% communist.” CPUSA member Abdul-Aziz Has-
san has worked for 22nd Ward Alderman Ricardo Mu-
noz, a Democrat, for several years. Even CPUSA lead- 
er John Bachtell once served as a precinct chairman for 
then-US Senate candidate Barack Obama. 

In Ohio, former CPUSA chairman Rick Nagin has 
worked inside the Democratic Party for decades. Nagin 
helped elect Senator Sherrod Brown and was a close ally 
of Cleveland Mayor-turned-Congressman Dennis Ku-
cinich for decades. Nagin has run several times for pub-
lic office on the Democratic Party ticket, and served as 
the Democratic Leader in Cleveland Ward 14 and on the 
Cuyahoga County Democratic Party Executive Commit-
tee—which is heavily influenced by communists. Com-
munist Aleena Starks was a field organizer for the Ohio 
Democratic Party in 2018, where she organized “get out 
the vote” for far-left Senator Sherrod Brown. In Febru-
ary Starks was in Beijing as a guest of the Communist 
Party of China. 

In St. Louis, the CPUSA has worked closely with 
many black Democratic candidates through its front 
group the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists. Longtime 
CPUSA member Glenn Burleigh is very active in the 
Democratic Party and has managed several Democrat-
ic campaigns, including Robin Wright-Jones for State 
Senate and Lewis Reed for St. Louis mayor. Missouri 
CPUSA leader Tony Pecinovsky recently lost his race 
for St. Louis Alderman, standing as a Democrat, with 
48 percent of the vote. His socialist running mate, first-
time candidate Megan Ellyia-Green got 31 percent in a 
three-way primary for the St. Louis Board of Aldermen 
presidency. 

In New York City, the communists have major influ-
ence in the Democratic Party. Former communist Dan 
Margolis was active in New York City elections, includ-
ing as the mid-Staten Island coordinator for the 2004 
Democratic Party congressional campaign. According to 
Margolis’ blog: “I ended up working on many Demo-
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cratic campaigns during my time in the CPUSA: John 
Kerry’s, Obama’s twice, [Senator] Kirsten Gillibrand’s, 
Fernando Ferrer’s (he nearly beat Michael Bloomberg to 
become mayor of NYC), and a host of others. . . . I am 
proud to say that I wrote the first official document in the 
CPUSA calling for support of Obama in the primaries: 
I wrote this as chair of the party in Brooklyn, in 2007.” 

In New Jersey, communists such as Estevan Nemb-
hard and Carol Widom were active in Democrat Ras 
Baraka’s successful 2014 campaign for the mayoralty of 
Newark. Baraka is the son of one-time CPUSA member 
Amina Baraka. 

Connecticut is the CPUSA’s “jewel in the crown.” 
The party seems to almost run the state. The CPUSA is 
close to Governor Ned Lamont, whose famous uncle 
Corliss Lamont was identified under oath as a secret 
communist by former CPUSA leader Louis Budenz. Both 
US Senators Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy are 
close to the Communist Party. Senator Murphy even em-
ployed CPUSA member Max Goldman as an aide for 
nearly three years, while serving on the highly sensi-
tive Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Representa-
tive Rosa DeLauro is very close to CPUSA Connecticut 
leader Joelle Fishman and her husband Art Perlo—the 
son of Roosevelt-era Soviet spy ring leader Victor Perlo. 
In 2012, DeLauro helped organize birthday celebrations 
for veteran Connecticut communist Al Marder. Comrade 
Marder is so well regarded in international communist 
circles that he was invited to Moscow in June 2015 to 
help the Russian Communist Party celebrate the anniver-
sary of the Soviet defeat of Nazi Germany. Marder even 
got a big hug from then-Russian Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

Down in Texas, the situation is not much better. In 
Dallas, local communist leader Gene Lantz is very active 
in the local Democratic party. Lantz is close to Represen-
tative Eddie Bernice Johnson (House Committee on Sci-
ence, Space, and Technology) and is close friends with 
Representative Marc Veasey of the House Armed Servic-
es Committee. In Houston, local CPUSA leader Bernard 
Sampson doubles as a Democratic Party precinct chair-
man. The Houston CPUSA also ran several comrades for 
public office in 2018 on the Democratic ticket (it’s still 
illegal to run for office as a communist in Texas). Com-

rade Ali Khorasani ran for Congress in Texas District 
2, but was defeated in the primary. Communist Penny 
Shaw ran for a seat on the Harris County Commission, 
but lost with 45 percent. Another party member, Sema 
Hernandez, also ran a shoestring campaign in the Texas 
US Senate primary and managed to secure a respectable 
250,000 votes. 

In Arizona, longtime CPUSA ally Patrick Morales 
serves as a Democrat on the Tempe School Board and 
is friendly with newly elected Arizona Senator Kyrsten 
Sinema, who is a longtime CPUSA afiliate. Tucson-
based Congressman Raul Grijalva has worked very 
closely with the CPUSA since at least 1993. 
CoC/CCDS 

Committees of Correspondence (CoC) was founded 
out of a 1991 split in the CPUSA. Since 2002, it has been 
known as CCDS. The organization is about 400 members 
strong, many of whom are also active in DSA, FRSO, or 
CPUSA. CCDS is mostly centered in Boston, New York 
City, Chicago, Western Pennsylvania/ Kentucky, and the 
Bay Area. 

Nevertheless, CCDS still has some localized influ-
ence in Democratic Party politics. CoC campaigned for 
Dick Durbin when he was first elected to the US Senate 
in 1996, and for New Yorker Chuck Schumer when he 
also won a Senate seat two years later. 

California’s far-left Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
was a card-carrying CoC leader in the early 1990s. 

In 1996, CCDS leader Paul Krehbiel was a leader 
of the communist/labor coalition that ousted conserva-
tive Republican “B1 Bob” Dornan from his safe Orange 
County seat. That was the first step in a concerted left-led 
campaign that has turned all of Orange County blue and 
decimated the California Republican Party statewide. 

Barack Obama himself worked closely with CCDS 
members such as Carl Davidson and Timuel Black while 
serving in the US Senate from Illinois. In Kentucky, Rep-
resentative John Yarmuth has close ties to some CCDS 
members, and in Mississippi, Democratic State Repre-
sentative Kathy Sykes is an open CCDS leader. 
FRSO 

The Freedom Road Socialist Organization, like most 
Maoist-based groups, is highly security conscious. Only 
a handful of members are publicly acknowledged. Mem-
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bership probably hovers at around 1,500 members, but 
could be considerably higher (or lower). One thing is 
certain, however, FRSO’s multiple front organizations 
are generously funded through the Ford Foundation, 
Open Society Foundations and other leftist nonprofits, 
unions, churches, and local and federal taxpayers. 

FRSO is strongest in the Northeast (Boston, New 
York/New Jersey, Philadelphia, and the District of Co-
lumbia), in the South (North Carolina, Tennessee, Geor-
gia, and southern Florida), and the West Coast (Los An-
geles and the Bay Area). FRSO is also active in Texas, 
New Mexico, Missouri, Vermont, Ohio, Oregon, Wash-
ington State, and Hawaii. It tends to focus on areas of 
heavy “minority” concentration. 

FRSO is heavily involved in racial politics. It is the 
main force behind Black Lives Matter, the mainly white 
Showing Up for Racial Justice, and a multitude of Asian-
American and Latino-focused activist groups. 

In Boston, FRSO operates through several fronts, 
including the very influential Chinese Progressive Asso-
ciation. Through these groups, FRSO has ties to Senator 
Elizabeth Warren and has helped elect many Massachu-
setts public officials, including radical freshman Con-
gressman Ayanna Pressley. 

In Philadelphia, FRSO is very close to prominent 
City Councilor Helen Gym, and helped to elect ultra-
radical District Attorney Larry Krasner. 

In the Bay Area, one has to practically kiss FRSO’s 
ring to get elected to the San Francisco Board of Super-
visors (City Council). At least seven serving San Fran- 
cisco supervisors have close ties to FRSO members or 
front groups. 

FRSO is heavily concentrated in the South, which it 
terms the “New Confederacy.” Following Maoist strat-
egy, FRSO aims to win power in certain Southern cities 
and rural areas, from which to expand its influence in the 
local Democratic Party through harnessing the minority 
vote. 

Its goal is to destroy the GOP’s Southern base en-
tirely. 

In Virginia, FRSO-controlled voter-registration 
group New Virginia Majority—using sophisticated vot-
er ID maps from the Geography Department of Wuhan 
University in China—has signed up tens of thousands 
of new minority voters for the Democrats. They also 
worked closely with former Governor Terry McAuliffe 
to restore voting rights to more than 200,000 felons. 
New Virginia Majority takes full credit for flipping the 
state for Obama in 2008. 

In Florida, FRSO’s New Florida Majority has helped 

flip several state legislative and a couple of congres-
sional seats for the Democrats. In 2018, New Florida 
Majority got behind ultra-left gubernatorial candidate 
Andrew Gillum. They signed up enough new minority 
voters to raise the Democrat vote by more than 40 per-
cent over 2016—taking the unfavored Gillum to within 
a hair’s breadth of victory. FRSO was also behind the 
referendum that restored voting rights for 1.4 million 
convicted felons. They are now busily signing them up 
to vote Democrat in 2020. 

FRSO applied the same tactics in Georgia with gu-
bernatorial candidate Stacey Abrams, and again came 
within a whisker of winning. 

In Tennessee, FRSO unsuccessfully backed Demo-
crat Senate candidate Phil Bredesen. However, FRSO 
did manage to elect their Memphis friends Tami Sawyer 
and Lee Harris to the Shelby County Commission and 
mayoralty, respectively. 

In swing state North Carolina, FRSO has elected city 
councilors and other Democratic candidates in several 
cities. 

FRSO also elected the late Chokwe Lumumba to the 
Jackson, Mississippi, mayoralty in 2013, and his even 
more radical son Chokwe Antar Lumumba in 2017. Lu-
mumba has vowed to make Jackson the most “radical 
city on the planet.” Jackson is now effectively a Maoist 
base in the heart of the Republican-dominated South. 
DSA 

America’s largest Marxist organization, Democratic 
Socialists of America, is the giant of the bunch. Founded 
in 1982, DSA has, on the back of the Bernie Sanders and 
anti-Trump movements, grown from 6,000 members to 
almost 60,000 dues-paying members in less than three 
years. 

DSA claims more than 600 comrades in Seattle; 350 
in Portland, Oregon; 850 in the East Bay; more than 
1,200 in Los Angeles; 1,100 in Chicago; 1,000 in Bos- 
ton; more than 3,000 in New York; 1,200 in the District 
of Columbia; 450 in Baltimore; 500 in Atlanta; and more 
than 700 in Austin, Texas, alone. 

DSA has taken over or infiltrated local Democratic 
committees in Portland, Maine; central and eastern Tex-
as; Iowa; Nebraska; Tennessee; California; and multiple 
other states. In many areas, DSA, Our Revolution, and 
allied groups are becoming THE Democratic Party. 

In Nebraska, DSA comrade Tom Tilden was until 
recently second associate chair of the state Democratic 
Party. Next door, in Iowa, DSA controlled approximately 
20 percent of the delegates to the Democratic state con-
vention through the newly created Iowa Democratic Pro-
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gressive Caucus. 
The situation is similar in Florida, where DSA’s sev-

eral hundred comrades work through the Florida Demo-
cratic Progressive Caucus. 

In California, DSA is currently running more than 
150 DSA members or allies for the California Democrat-
ic Party Central Committee. At the May 2019 California 
Democratic Party state convention, current state Deputy 
Party Chairman Daraka Larimore-Hall will likely be 
elected to the state chairmanship. A DSA Marxist will 
then run the largest Democratic state party in the coun-
try—with a substantial number of socialist committee 
members behind him. 

DSA ran dozens of candidates as Democrats in the 
2018 election cycle. High-profile DSA candidates in-
cluded Kaniela Ing (Hawaii, Congressional District 
One), Rashida Tlaib (Michigan, Congressional District 
13), Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (New York, Congressio-
nal District 14), Zak Ringelstein (Maine, US Senate), 
and Connie Johnson (Oklahoma, governor). 

Only Tlaib and Ocasio-Cortez made it to Congress 
this cycle, but dozens of DSA/Democrat state reps, 
county commissioners, and school board members will 
no doubt stand for Congress and the Senate in future 
elections. 

DSA also has ties to many serving representatives, 
including Jamie Raskin (D-Md.), Pramila Jayapal (D-
Wash.), Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.), Mark Pocan (D-Wis.), 
Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas), John Lewis (D- Ga.), Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-D.C.), Dave Loebsack (D-Iowa), and 
Katie Hill and Ro Khanna (D-Calif.). 

Veteran Chicago Democratic Congressmen Danny 
Davis and Jan Schakowsky have both been dues-paying 
DSA comrades. House Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) was a long-time DSA comrade, as 
was his predecessor, John Conyers from Michigan. 

It should be remembered that the Judiciary Commit-
tee is the most powerful body in the House. It has over-
sight over the Justice Department and the FBI.

DSA enjoyed a decades-long relationship with for-
mer president Barack Obama. DSA also has also worked 
closely in the past with Democratic presidential candi-
dates Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren, Amy Klobu-
char, Tulsi Gabbard, Pete Buttigieg, and Beto O’Rourke. 
Consequences 

The Democratic Party is well on the way to a com-
plete socialist transformation—expertly driven by a 
dedicated Marxist army totally committed to a socialist 
America. 

This is a disaster for the millions of traditional Dem-

ocratic voters out there who still believe they are voting 
for Harry Truman and JFK. It is a great opportunity for 
patriots to forcefully point out that the Democratic Party 
is now the party of Karl Marx and V.I. Lenin. The party 
is now largely run by people loyal to China, Cuba, and 
the communist parties of Europe rather than the country 
that birthed and raised them. 

If the Democrats regain the White House in 2020 and 
take back the Senate, expect the revolution to go into 
overdrive. 

The next election will not be fought between Dem-
ocrats and Republicans, but between Americans and 
Marxists. Every election, the public is told “this is the 
most important election of our lifetimes.” Well this time 
it actually is. American freedom, indeed Western free-
dom, hangs on by a thread. 

—The New American, May 20, 2019, p. 21f

Communist Historian 
Aptheker
by Lloyd Billingsley

After US recognition of the USSR in 1933, the Com-
munist Party USA made significant gains in America. 
Many left the Party after Stalin’s show-trials and purges 
of the mid-1930s, and many others after the Stalin-Hitler 
Pact of 1939. By contrast, the American Herbert Apthek-
er joined the Communist Party “virtually because of it,” 
explains his former research assistant, friend, and com-
rade Anthony Flood.

Four years before the Nazi-Soviet Pact, Aptheker ap-
proved when Stalin shipped oil to Mussolini to aid the 
fascist dictator’s invasion of Ethiopia, and that drove 
some African Americans out of the Communist Party. 
After the war, Aptheker denied the anti-Semitism of the 
1952 Slansky trials in Czechoslovakia, which prompted 
even Party faithful to depart.

Others left the Communist Party in 1956 after 
Khrushchev partially confirmed Stalin’s mass atrocities 
that had long been part of the historical record to all but 
the willfully blind. Still others abandoned the Party that 
same year, when the USSR crushed a rebellion in Hun-
gary. For his part, Pact-Man Herbert Aptheker champi-
oned the Soviet invasion in The Truth About Hungary, 
a book he defended as late as 2001. And there were no 
rebellions in North Korea, Aptheker also wrote, because 
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in the Communist dictatorship “the people rule.”
The record of this servile “post-Stalin Stalinist,” 

would be enough to disregard Aptheker as a scholar. On 
the other hand, his former “acolyte” Anthony Flood finds 
another issue of great significance. Though he passed 
away in 2003, Herbert Aptheker is still esteemed as a 
historian of slave revolts in the Americas.

The only such revolt that succeeded was Toussaint 
L’Ouverture’s 1791-1804 uprising in the Caribbean. In 
1938, Trinidadian historian C.L.R. James chronicled this 
revolt in The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and 
the San Domingo Revolution. Though hailed by scholars 
as the definitive account, James’ work nowhere appears 
in the writings of the esteemed slave revolt expert Her-
bert Aptheker.

“Aptheker could never bring himself to acknowledge 
James simply because he was a Stalinist and James was 
a Trotskyist,” Flood notes. So the white Stalinist, ironi-
cally, “rendered James an invisible man.” At one point, 
The Black Jacobins author weighed in.

“Aptheker has never once stepped outside the bounds 
of the limits prescribed by Stalinism for Negroes-as-
manpower, as shock-troops and as deserving of ‘recogni-
tion.’ So organic to present-day Stalinism is this attitude 
and so Stalinized is Aptheker that he can find in his quite 
extensive explorations only what fits this pattern, infini-
tesimal as it may be; and he is blind to everything else.”

As Flood notes, “the neglect of The Black Jacobins 
in Aptheker’s writings mirrored the CP’s embargo on all 
things Trotskyist, virtually the Soviet Union’s policies in 
microcosm.” According to Communist Party boss Doro-
thy Healy, the only role Party leaders permitted intellec-
tuals to play was providing a rationale for whatever the 
current Party line might be. And according to his former 
acolyte, Herbert Aptheker was a “leading intellectual” in 
Party circles.

Party discipline would have barred Aptheker from 
taking notice of The Black Jacobins in the classroom. 
That is why, as Flood notes, Sidney Hook asked, “Should 

Communists be Permitted to Teach?” in his famous 1949 
New York Times article. According to Hook, author of 
Out of Step and other books, the problem was not Party 
membership but that Communists “practice educational 
fraud.”

Flood aims to modify the received opinion that Her-
bert Aptheker was a historian. His former friend and re-
search assistant now finds him “a lifelong denier of Com-
munist holocausts,” comparable to David Irving. And for 
most of his life, Aptheker “marketed a totalitarian state.” 
By any standard, Aptheker is not a historian, but might 
the Stalinist also be a racist?

C.L.R. James charged that, for Stalinists, blacks were 
only manpower and shock troops, but racism on the left 
goes all the way back to Communist patriarch Karl Marx. 
In 1862, Marx derided “the Jewish n--ger Lassalle,” a 
blend of “negro stock,” whose “importunity is also n--ger-
like.” Flood does not explore this theme but his narrative, 
though on the brief side, does not stop with the back story.

“In the 1970s, as Aptheker taught at Bryn Mawr, an-
other Stalinist, Frank Marshall Davis, was mentoring a 
future president.” That is another study in “willful blind-
ness,” but here’s the deal. “Aptheker, the chief theoreti-
cian of the Communist Party during the Cold War, has 
been mainstreamed.”

That is why, Flood concludes, “Little Apthekers and 
kindred malevolent spirits have long been permitted to 
teach on America’s campuses.” True to form, like Ap-
theker, Columbia University professor Eric Foner dis-
misses C.L.R. James’ The Black Jacobins as “Trotskyist 
history.”

A New York University graduate, Anthony Flood has 
written for American Communist History and the Journal 
of American History. Herbert Aptheker: Studies in Will-
ful Blindness is Flood’s first book, a welcome addition to 
works on post-Stalin Stalinism, still a malevolent force 
long after the end of the Cold War.

Based on this thoughtful effort, Anthony Flood should 
get busy on books exposing those many little Apthek-
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ers and kindred spirits on campuses across the country. 
We are talking about willfully blind professors who got 
mixed up in Stalinist lies, deceived their students, and 
got what was coming to them. That’s a terrific story, as 
Michael Corleone would say. Readers just might like a 
story like that.

—FrontPageMag.com, May 23, 2019

America’s Communist Orbit
by Karin McQuillan

This week Rush Limbaugh repeated a quote from 
James Comey in a New York Magazine interview:

“I’d moved from communist to whatever I am now. 
I’m not even sure how to characterize myself politically. 
Maybe at some point, I’ll have to figure it out.”

It’s hard to pin too much on that quote. Perhaps Com-
ey was joking by calling his vote for Jimmy Carter a vote 
for a communist, in mockery of his supposedly fellow 
Republicans. 

Joking about support for communism is not all that 
funny in the Obama administration. Obama’s CIA di-
rector, John Brennan, actually did vote for a communist 
presidential candidate. Brennan and Comey are two of 
the central players in the Russia Collusion Hoax.

Obama chose communists and Marxists for the high-
est, most powerful positions in our land, including his 
closest political advisers and his head of the CIA. These 
facts are not in dispute. Most are openly admitted by the 
people in question, as necessary damage control. Our 
press chooses not to report them.

Professor Paul Kengor has extensively researched 
the Chicago communists whose progeny include David 
Axelrod, Valerie Jarrett, and Barack Hussein Obama.  
Add the openly Marxist, pro-communist Ayers, and you 
have many of the key players who put Obama into power.
John Brennan

Brennan (who was sworn in as CIA director on a draft 
of the US Constitution, without the Bill of Rights, instead 
of a Bible) said that while he had voted Communist, he 
wasn’t an official member of the Communist Party and 
was relieved that he had been accepted into the CIA.
Barack Hussein Obama

His Kenyan father was a communist, who met 
Obama’s mother, a radical leftist, in a Russian language 
class. Stanley Dunham, Obama’s white grandfather, 
chose a notorious member of the Communist Party to be 

Obama’s mentor, Frank Marshall Davis.
Obama wrote in his memoir that in college, he sought 

out Marxist professors. A Marxist student at Occidental 
College, John Drew, confirms that Obama was a revolu-
tionary Marxist in college.  Drew recounts:

Obama . . . believed that the economic stresses 
of the Carter years meant revolution was still im-
minent. The election of Reagan was simply a minor 
set-back[.] . . . As I recall, Obama repeatedly used 
the phrase “When the revolution comes. . .” “There’s 
going to be a revolution,” Obama said, “we need to 
be organized and grow the movement.” In Obama’s 
view, our role must be to educate others so that we 
might usher in more quickly this inevitable revolu-
tion. . . . Obama seemed to think their ideological 
purity was a persuasive argument in predicting that 
a coming revolution would end capitalism.

Obama tells us the radical socialist conferences he 
attended before law school gave him his road map in 
life—i.e., their plan to put a stealth black candidate in 
the White House.  Obama’s biggest job and his politi-
cal career in Chicago were launched by self-avowed 
communist Bill Ayers. Obama’s run for state representa-
tive was as the handpicked successor of a socialist state 
representative, who was publicly active in communist 
circles. Obama’s calling in life was work as a hard-left 
Alinskyite radical agitator. Until he became president, 
Obama was a 20-year member of an openly Marxist 
church whose members had to take a pledge against the 
middle class. When did Obama reject Marxism? 
Valerie Jarrett

Valerie Jarrett is Obama’s closest personal adviser to 
the present day. She lived with the Obamas in the White 
House, had dinner with them nightly, and still lives with 
them in retirement!

Her late father, James E. Bowman . . . was involved 
with communist front groups and was in contact with a 
paid Soviet agent in the 1950s who was wanted for es-
pionage. Jarrett’s maternal grandfather, Robert Rochon 
Taylor, was investigated by the FBI for his membership 
in communist groups and his business relationship with 
the same Soviet agent[.] . . . Her late father-in-law, Ver-
non D. Jarrett, was assigned by the Communist Party 
USA to a special cultural arts cell . . . he was flagged by 
the FBI as an internal security risk to be swiftly arrested 
in the event of a hot war with the Soviet Union. The FBI 
also investigated his wife, Fernetta “Fern” Jarrett, for 
communist activities.

Kengor discusses new documents obtained by Judi-
cial Watch that show that Valerie Jarrett’s father was ac-
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tive on behalf of Stalin in fomenting racial divisiveness 
in America as a member of the American Committee for 
Protection of Foreign Born (ACPFB).

ACPFB “was founded by the Communist Party in or-
der to exploit racial divisions in the United States for its 
own revolutionary purposes.” Its modus operandi was to 
polarize Americans along racial lines in order to advance 
the Soviet agenda.”
David Axelrod

Axelrod was the chief strategist for Obama’s presi-
dential campaigns and a senior adviser in the White 
House. His mother worked for a communist newspaper.  
His father, according to Axelrod in his memoir, “listed 
his party affiliation as ‘Communist.’” Axelrod got his 
start in Chicago politics through working for hard-line 
Stalinist Soviet agents Harry and David Canter.

“The Canters were old hardline pro-Soviet com-
munists, so much so that the senior Canter, Harry Ja-
cob Canter, was actually brought to Moscow during the 
height of the Stalin period to work for the Soviet govern-
ment as an official translator of Lenin’s writings. Harry 
was active in the old Industrial Workers of the World and 
had been secretary of the Boston Communist Party. He 
was not shy about his political enthusiasm. In 1930, he 
ran for governor of Massachusetts on the Communist 
Party ticket. After that, he sojourned to the Motherland, 
taking his entire family to Moscow with him, including 
his son David, who one day would come to know [sic] 
David Axelrod . . . the Canters actually knew and worked 
with Obama’s old communist mentor, Frank Marshall 
Davis[.] . . . Davis—again, Obama’s mentor—also knew 
and worked with Valerie Jarrett’s grandfather and father-
in-law in Communist Party/left-wing circles in Chicago 
in the 1940s.)”
Other Communists, Red Diaper Babies, and Marxists 
in Obama’s Circle

Susan Rice, Obama’s national security adviser, was 
up to her eyeballs in the Russia Collusion Hoax against 
candidate and then President Trump.

Rice wrote a 426-page dissertation praising, as “a 
model and a masterpiece in the evolution of international 
peacekeeping,” . . . the political ascendancy of Zimba-
bwe’s Marxist dictator, Robert Mugabe. In her disserta-
tion, Rice lauded Mugabe as a “pragmatic, intelligent, 
sensible, gentle, balanced man” who possessed consider-
able “patience and restraint.”

David Maraniss, the Washington Post journalist 
chosen to write Obama’s biography, which covered up 
Obama’s radical past, was also a red diaper baby. His fa-

ther was a member of the Communist Party and worked 
through a cell in Detroit to secretly influence workers 
through his articles for the Detroit Times.

Frank Marshall Davis, the biggest influence on 
Obama’s black identity from age ten through college 
years, was a card-carrying member of the Communist 
Party.

Frank Marshall Davis was a pro-Soviet, pro–Red 
China communist. His Communist Party USA card num-
ber, revealed in FBI files, was CP #47544. He was a pro-
totype of the loyal Soviet patriot, so radical that the FBI 
placed him on the federal government’s Security Index. 
In the early 1950s, Davis opposed US attempts to slow 
Stalin and Mao. He favored Red Army takeovers of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, and communist control in Korea 
and Vietnam. Dutifully serving the cause, he edited and 
wrote for communist newspapers in both Chicago and 
Honolulu, courting contributors who were Soviet agents. 
In the 1970s, amid this dangerous political theater, Frank 
Marshall Davis came into Barack Obama’s life.

Reverend Jeremiah Wright, Obama’s pastor and 
personal hero and mentor was an avowed Marxist. His 
church congregants had to sign a pledge to support redis-
tribution of wealth and reject “middleclassness.”  Disco-
verthenetworks reports:

Rev. Wright’s devotion to the tenets of libera-
tion theology, which is essentially Marxism dressed 
up as Christianity . . . calls for social activism, class 
struggle, and revolution aimed at overturning the 
existing capitalist order and installing, in its stead, 
a socialist utopia where today’s poor will unseat 
their “oppressors” and become liberated from their 
material (and, consequently, their spiritual) depri-
vations. An extension of this paradigm is black 
liberation theology, which seeks to foment a simi-
lar Marxist revolutionary fervor founded on racial 
rather than class solidarity.
Is it any surprise that collusion with Russia, accord-

ing to Victor Davis Hanson, was a feature of the Obama 
presidency? 

The Obama administration colluded with Russian 
agents who produced the Steele Dossier. It was paid for 
by Clinton, but it was Obama’s minions at the FBI, CIA, 
and White House who weaponized this Soviet disinfor-
mation against President Trump. 

We are all victims of the Obama cabal’s collusion 
with Russia—President Trump’s voters and all Ameri-
cans who believe in our free and fair election process.

—American Thinker, May 24, 2019

8


