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“Truth is the cry of all but the game of a few.” George Berkeley (1685-1753) Irish Philosopher

The Mandela Cover-Up Unravels

by CIliff Kincaid

It appears that Accuracy In Media and blogger Trevor Loudon are among the few sources highlighting the official
statement of the South African Communist Party (SACP) confirming that Nelson Mandela was a high-ranking member.
SACP deputy general secretary Solly Mapaila is quoted by a South African magazine as saying it was denied at the time
for “political reasons.”

The communist Workers World Party, which supports North Korea, has also reprinted the official SACP statement about
Mandela. The communists are proud of Mandela and what he accomplished. His false claims of being a non-communist
fooled South Africa and the world (except for his domestic and international comrades who were in on the secret). The
official SACP statement includes these words: “At his arrest in August 1962, Nelson Mandela was not only a member of
the then underground South African Communist Party, but was also a member of our Party’s Central Committee.”

Politicians lie, but this was a whopper, designed for the purpose of turning South Africa and its strategic materials
over to the communists. The perfect front man, Mandela had always denied being a party member and, for the benefit of
foreign audiences, publicly rejected Marxism as a “foreign ideology” as recently as a few years ago. It appears that was
just a ploy to keep the foreign aid coming. South Africa has been among the top ten recipients of US foreign aid, getting
close to $500 million in fiscal year 2013.

Now that we know what’s going on, what will we do about it? Three American presidents—Obama, Clinton, and
George W. Bush—are going to South Africa for his state funeral on December 15. Obama has ordered American flags to
remain at half-staff in his honor until sunset on December 9. The con will continue. Still, the facts matter.

Many in the media are calling Mandela a “political prisoner” when he served prison time. But on the Fox News “Spe-
cial Report” show on December 5, Jesse Jackson admitted Mandela told him that he was planning bombings of hospitals
and schools in South Africa when he got caught. That is why Mandela went to prison. He ran Umkhonto we Sizwe, the
terrorist wing of the African National Congress (ANC) and South African Communist Party. The white minority made a
deal to release him because they feared for their lives against a Soviet-sponsored terrorist onslaught that was documented
in 1982 Senate hearings entitled “The Role of the Soviet Union, Cuba, and East Germany in Fomenting Terrorism in
Southern Africa.”

One of the witnesses before those hearings was Bartholomew Hlapane, a member of the African National Congress’s
national executive committee and the South African Communist Party’s central committee. Bartholomew, who described
SACP domination of the ANC, was assassinated in his home in South Africa on December 16, 1982, by an Umkhonto we
Sizwe assassination squad. The ANC later admitted to the crime.

President Obama condemned the Boston Islamic terror bombings, saying, “Any time bombs are used to target innocent
civilians it is an act of terror.” But that is what Mandela was orchestrating in South Africa. And Mandela is Obama’s role
model. Apparently, it was okay to kill whites in the name of black majority rule.

So how is that working out for the blacks, the supposed beneficiaries of Mandela’s revolution?

WikiLeaks is usually a source that our media trust. But little attention was paid to information from WikilLeaks dem-
onstrating that the South African government is now resorting to “forced removals, violence, [and] intimidation” against
poor blacks demanding their rights. Referring to a group of black shack dwellers known by the initials AbM, a US embassy
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cable from 2010 said: “While the ANC claims to be mak-
ing efforts to clean up slums and provide the poor with
adequate housing, AbM leadership claims intimidation
and anti-democratic tactics are used against its members
by the ruling party.”

It’s true that Mandela failed to authorize a bloodbath
of the minority whites once the black majority took power.
But that decision recognizes, as the Chinese communists
did, that socialism doesn’t work. The whites had to be
tolerated because of their economic expertise. However,
whites are now getting killed regularly in the “new” South
Africa, and the country is being featured on “Genocide
Watch” because of the racist dangers there. A spin-off
from the ruling African National Congress, the Economic
Freedom Fighter (EFF) movement, held a rally in October
in South Africa featuring banners saying the “Honeymoon
is over for white people in South Africa.” The group is
openly Marxist-Leninist.

Interestingly, a column in the far-left Huffington Post
hints at the truth, noting that Mandela “spent much of
his life as a radical Marxist allied with global communist
luminaries. . ..~

In addition to the evidence of Mandela’s secret mem-
bership in the Communist Party, those “global communist
luminaries” deserve some attention. He admired Fidel
Castro, praised his “brother in arms” Yasser Arafat, and
was a big fan of Libya’s Muammar Gaddafi. He was
awarded the Soviet Union’s International Lenin Peace
Prize. Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulated
Nelson Mandela on his 95th birthday in July and “gave
a high assessment to Nelson Mandela’s role in develop-
ing friendly Russian-South African relations, which have
now reached the level of a strategic partnership.” Indeed,
Russia and South Africa have become strategic partners in
the BRICS group. BRICS refers to Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa.

An objective source of some of Mandela’s famous
quotations is the book In the Words of Nelson Mandela,
edited by Jennifer Crwys-Williams. They include:

¢ “Islam has enriched and become part of Africa;
in turn, Islam was transformed and Africa became part
of'it.”

* “The people of Libya shared the trenches with
us in our struggle for freedom” (spoken at a banquet in
Tripoli, Libya, in 1997).

*  “He [Muammar Gaddafi] helped us at a time when
we were all alone, when those who are now saying we
should not come here were helping our enemies” (spoken
at the start of his 1997 trip to Libya).

*  “My brother leader” (referring to Gaddafi).

Gaddafi was the terrorist leader who killed 189 Ameri-
cans, most of them college students, by bombing Pan Am
103. The year was 1988. Gaddafi was also behind the La
Belle bombing in Berlin in April of 1986. This killed two
Americans and a Turkish woman and injured well over
200 persons, including 41 Americans.

In a story about Mandela’s 1997 visit to Libya, The
New York Times noted: “Although Mr. Mandela had twice
visited Libya before, this is his first trip since becoming
President [of South Africa] in 1994. No Western leader
has visited Libya since the sanctions were imposed after
Colonel Gaddafi refused to turn over suspects in the 1988
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland.”

But Mandela was thankful Gaddafi gave his terrorist
movement weapons. He didn’t care about the terrorism
that took American lives. Later, Gaddafi renounced ter-
rorism, paid restitution to the families of Pan Am 103
victims, and gave up his own nuclear program. Neverthe-
less, Obama authorized his overthrow and he was killed
by a mob in Libya.

Bill O’Reilly said on his Fox News show that Mandela
“was a communist, all right? But he was a great man. What
he did for his people was stunning. . . . He was a great
man, but he was a communist.” Throwing out the word,
without documenting it, leaves people without adequate
information and O’Reilly vulnerable to the tired charge
of “McCarthyism.”

The notion of a good communist, considering the
bloody history of the movement, seems absurd. But
sadly, that is some of the best coverage of Mandela that
we have seen.

The left’s hero worship of Mandela—as well as of
Obama—is to be expected. Strangely, similar coverage
came from Breitbart News Senior Editor-at-Large Joel
Pollak, who claimed Mandela “embraced constraints on
his power,” was a George Washington-type figure, a friend
of Israel, opposed terrorism, and “did not turn his back
on the United States and her ideals.” He went on Mark
Levin’s radio show to repeat some of these dubious, and
even ridiculous, claims.

Pollak quoted Mandela during his treason trial as say-
ing, “I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free
society in which all persons live together in harmony and
with equal opportunities.” Mandela also declared at the
time that he was not a communist.

Now we know better. Or do we?

—NewsWithViews.com, December 10, 2013
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When Communists Took
Over South Africa

by Holman W. Jenkins, Jr.

As we now know, Nelson Mandela was a Communist
Party member and leader since the early 60s, though he
and his allies denied it all his life. On his death, the South
African Communist Party itself came clean, with deputy
general secretary Solly Mapaila explaining that Mandela’s
membership had been kept a fiercely-guarded secret for
“political reasons.”

No kidding. The armed struggle, which Mandela
had initiated in 1961, would prove a damp squib. It was
Mandela’s international celebrity plus the collapse of the
Berlin Wall that created the opening for fruitful change
in South Africa.

The story is told how Mandela came out of jail spout-
ing traditional Marxist rhetoric but was set straight by
Western business leaders at Davos. Another version holds
that he was simply reading a script placed in his hands
by the Communist Party and promptly switched when
word arrived from Moscow that no resources would be
forthcoming to help with nationalization, so the incoming
government had better play up to Western capital.

Yet another version holds that Mandela already knew
which way the wind was blowing when he got out of jail
and was just waiting for his comrades to catch up. This
version is perhaps the most convincing.

To a visitor to South Africa in the months after Man-
dela’s 1990 release from prison, the most striking thing
was the speed with which baggage was being shed. The
end of the Cold War had transformed the country’s poli-
tics. White minority rule had been justified on grounds
of South Africa’s alleged encirclement by Marxist states.
Now a former military intelligence chief was telling me
such scare talk had outlived its usefulness, adding with a
shrug, “We got most of this from the States.”

The one place word hadn’t seemed to reach was head-
quarters of the newly unbanned A frican National Congress
and its joined-at-the-hip ally, the Communist Party. Stacks
of freshly printed pamphlets were emblazoned with the
hammer and sickle. Walter Sisulu, the ANC elder states-
man who had recruited Mandela and who would later
acknowledge his own membership in the Communist
Party, assured me that nationalization of the banks and
industry remained the government-in-waiting’s top order
of business.

I might have been tempted to take this threat more
seriously if the ANC hadn’t been occupying a downtown
Johannesburg office suite courtesy of a Munich insurance
firm. As I would write, “Once the scourge of Johannes-
burg’s diamond-studded burghers, these men now ride the
same elevators, simmer in the same traffic jams, and rush
about trailing identical briefcases.”

Two decades later Mandela’s ANC has indeed become
a party of revolutionaries turned business owners and
financiers.

In their well-researched 2012 book Who Rules South
Africa?, the journalists Martin Plaut and Paul Holden
found that three-quarters of cabinet members had outside
business or financial interests as did 60% of the regime’s
400 members of parliament. They also report that, in 2011,
South Africa’s auditor-general found that in the impover-
ished Eastern Cape, ancestral home of Mandela and many
other top ANC leaders, 74% of government contracts went
to companies owned by state officials and their families.

At the moment, South Africa’s likeliest next president
is Cyril Ramaphosa, a former militant union leader and
Mandela protégé who serves as ANC deputy president.
According to Forbes, Mr. Ramaphosa is worth $625 mil-
lion—three times Mitt Romney’s wealth.

By some measures—education, public services,
crime—South Africa has gone backward under the new
regime. One indisputable ANC success has been creating
anew black business elite with a stake in preserving South
Africa’s advanced capitalist economy. The paradox is not
lost on the still-influential Communists. Said Jeremy Cro-
nin, a party stalwart and the government’s current deputy
minister of public works: “Everything you have lived for
appears to be failing. Everything you have fought for ap-
pears to be winning.”

Give Mandela credit for making this victory-in-defeat
possible. He was the most adept baggage shedder of them
all. His example apparently continues to inspire his former
secret comrades. Nationalization has lately come back on
the ANC agenda at the behest of certain black business
leaders hoping to be bought out of bad investments at
a profit. The most furious critics of the idea: the South
African Communists.

—The Wall Street Journal, December 14-15, 2013,
p.Al5
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Mandela In His Own Words

by Joseph Farah

I noticed over the weekend that lists of quotes from
Nelson Mandela had gone viral on the Internet.

None of the lists I saw included any of these—which
say more about the man and the myth than you could
have learned by reading all the reports in the international
establishment press.

1) “If there is a country that has committed unspeak-
able atrocities in the world, it is the United States of
America. They don’t care for human beings.”

2) “Long live the Cuban revolution. Long live comrade
Fidel Castro. . . . Cuban internationalists have done so
much for African independence, freedom, and justice. We
admire the sacrifices of the Cuban people in maintaining
their independence and sovereignty in the face of a vicious
imperialist campaign designed to destroy the advances of
the Cuban revolution. We too want to control our destiny.
... There can be no surrender. It is a case of freedom or
death. The Cuban revolution has been a source of inspira-
tion to all freedom-loving people.”

3) “[ T]he people of Asia and Africa have seen through
the slanderous campaign conducted by the USA against
the socialist countries. They know that their independence
is threatened not by any of the countries in the socialist
camp, but by the USA, who has surrounded their con-
tinent with military bases. The communist bogey is an
American stunt to distract the attention of the people of
Africa from the real issue facing them, namely, American
imperialism.”

4) “Under a Communist Party government, South
Africa will become a land of milk and honey. Political,
economic, and social rights will cease to be enjoyed by
whites only. They will be shared equally by whites and
non-whites. There will be enough land and houses for all.
There will be no unemployment, starvation, and disease.
Workers will earn decent wages; transport will be cheap
and education free.”

5) “Yasser Arafat was one of the outstanding freedom
fighters of this generation, one who gave his entire life to
the cause of the Palestinian people.”

6) “The cause of communism is the greatest cause in
the history of mankind!”

7) “Those who feel irritated by our friendship with
President Gaddafi can go jump in the pool.”

8) “There’s one place where (Fidel Castro’s) Cuba
stands out head and shoulders above the rest—that is in
its love for human rights and liberty!”

9) “The victory of socialism in the USSR, in the
People’s Republic of China, in Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Poland, and Romania, where the living condi-
tions of the people were in many respects similar and
even worse than ours, proves that we too can achieve this
important goal.”

10) “Communists everywhere fight to destroy capi-
talist society and to replace it with socialism, where the
masses of the common people, irrespective of race or
color, will live in complete equality, freedom, and hap-
piness. They seek to revolutionize society and are thus
called revolutionaries. Those who support capitalism
with its class divisions and other evils and who oppose
our just struggles to end oppression are called counter
revolutionaries.”

11) “In our own country, the struggles of the oppressed
people are guided by the South African Communist Party
and inspired by its policies. The aim of the SACP is to
defeat the Nationalist government and to free the people
of South Africa from the evils of racial discrimination
and exploitation.”

By the way, I did find one quote from Mandela that I
really like. I don’t think he meant it. I do. In fact, if he got
his wish on this one, the international media’s reporting
about Mandela’s death would have been much different.

“A critical, independent, and investigative press is the
lifeblood of any democracy. The press must be free from
state interference. It must have the economic strength to
stand up to the blandishments of government officials. It
must have sufficient independence from vested interests to
be bold and inquiring without fear or favor. It must enjoy
the protection of the constitution, so that it can protect
our rights as citizens.”

Amen to that last one.

You know what they say: Even a broken clock is right
twice a day.

—Founder, editor, and CEO of WorldNetDaily, De-
cember 9, 2013

The Schwarz Report Bookshelf

To see a complete list of books recommended by the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, please check out our website at www.
schwarzreport.org. This site also has back issues of The Schwarz Report as well as other great resources.
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South African Communist
Party

by Alex Newman

Shortly after the death of South African revolution-
ary Nelson Mandela, the South African Communist Party
and the African National Congress both released official
statements acknowledging what was already well-known
among experts: “Comrade” Mandela was indeed a Com-
munist Party leader who served on the Soviet-backed
organization’s Central Committee. According to the Com-
munist Party statement on Mandela’s passing, not only was
the confessed terror leader a senior official on the South
African Communist Party’s highest decision-making body,
he was actually close to the outfit until his death.

Until last week, apologists for Mandela still claimed
implausibly that his “alleged” alliance with international
communism was mostly a marriage of convenience. Some
of his more ardent or ignorant fans, relying on decades
of lying denials from Mandela and others in the know
about his membership in the party, even tried to claim that
charges of communism were fabrications by Apartheid
supporters, “conspiracy theorists,” and “extremists.” For
now, the press outside of South Africa does not seem to
have even noticed the earth-shattering news.

The controversial revolutionary figure, who admit-
tedly oversaw a ruthless but largely forgotten campaign
of terror against civilians that left women and children of
all races dead, simply could not have really been a real,
card-carrying communist—or so his adoring fans wanted
to believe, at least. The latest evidence, however, confirms
otherwise, once again. Now, the truth is officially out, but
whether it will be reported by the establishment press
remains to be seen.

Much of the world—especially government leaders,
dictators, the press, and South Africans—has been too
busy mourning his passing to take notice of the explo-
sive revelations. However, the now-irrefutable fact that
Mandela played a key role in the ruthless international
communist movement should not be forgotten amid the
praise. It has now been officially admitted, and despite
the lack of attention, remains crucial to understanding
Mandela and his real legacy.

Conservative estimates suggest that in the last century
alone, communist regimes—virtually all of which backed
Mandela with troops, funding, and more—have been
responsible for at least 100 million murders. The num-

bers are probably much higher. Mandela’s own admitted
terror campaign, including the infamous 1983 Church
Street bombing, which killed 19 and wounded over 200,
claimed many lives, too. He pled guilty to over 150 acts
of public violence.

In the statement released on December 6, and pub-
lished by assorted Marxist outfits, the South African Com-
munist Party, or SACP, helped shed light on all of it. “At
his arrest in August 1962, Nelson Mandela was not only
a member of the then underground South African Com-
munist Party, but was also a member of our Party’s Central
Committee,” the SACP said in the statement, illustrating
once again the enormity of the long and successful track-
record of communist deception.

As to why it was denied for so long, SACP deputy
general secretary Solly Mapaila was quoted in South
African news reports as saying it was for “political
reasons”’—apparently people would have been upset to
realize their hero and supposed “liberator” was, actually,
a card-carrying communist. “There was a huge offensive
by the oppressive apartheid regime at the time against
communists,” Mapaila said, adding that all of the terror-
ists tried at Mandela’s Rivonia Trial were Party members.

When Mandela was released from prison, Mapaila
added, the mass-murdering regime ruling over what was
then the Soviet Union was supposedly “crumbling,” and
there was “too much negativity around the Soviet system”
to tell South Africans the truth. He added: “But we should
not focus on that now, let us focus on resting the old man.”

Unsurprisingly, the statement went on to praise Man-
dela and his African National Congress (ANC), where the
South African revolutionary would go on to found the
outfit’s armed wing. “To us as South African communists,
Comrade Mandela shall forever symbolise the monumen-
tal contribution of the SACP in our liberation struggle,”
the SACP said. “The contribution of communists in the
struggle to achieve the South African freedom has very
few parallels in the history of our country.”

Also admitted in the SACP statement are facts that his
adoring fans—the United Nations even designated a “Nel-
son Mandela International Day,” while Obama compared
him to George Washington and ordered flags flown at
half-mast—will have even more trouble explaining away.
“After his release from prison in 1990, Comrade Madiba
became a great and close friend of the communists till
his last days,” the South African Communist Party said.

Today, the common perception of the South African
revolutionary, who regularly sang “struggle” songs ad-
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vocating the mass-murder of whites, holds that he was
a “political prisoner.” Left unmentioned in the SACP
statement and the adoring obituaries, of course, was the
fact that Mandela was repeatedly offered the opportunity
to walk out of jail if he would just renounce violence,
which he consistently refused to do. For the SACP and
the international communist movement, he represented
nothing less than a hero for his positions and activities.

“The passing away of Comrade Mandela marks an
end to the life of one of the greatest revolutionaries of
the 20th century, who fought for freedom and against
all forms of oppression in both their countries and glob-
ally,” the SACP continued, perhaps hoping to rally sup-
port for communism by making the announcement now,
amid worldwide praise for one of their former leaders.
“In Comrade Mandela we had a brave and courageous
soldier, patriot, and internationalist who, to borrow from
Che Guevara, was a true revolutionary guided by great
feelings of love for his people, an outstanding feature of
all genuine people’s revolutionaries.”

The communists then went on to praise Mandela’s
corruption-plagued ANC—which governs South Africa
in an alliance with the SACP and a coalition of labor
unions—as well as the controversial, but intimate link
between the two supposedly distinct forces. “The one
major lesson we need to learn from Mandela and his
generation of leaders was their commitment to principled
unity within each of our Alliance formations, as well as,
the unity of our Alliance as a whole and that of the entire
mass democratic movement,” the statement said.

“Their generation struggled to build and cement the
unity of our Alliance, and we therefore owe it to the
memory of Comrade Madiba to preserve the unity of our
Alliance,” the SACP continued about the Communist
Party union with the ANC, referring to Mandela by his
tribal name. “Let those who do not understand the extent
to which blood was spilt in pursuance of Alliance unity be
reminded not to throw mud at the legacy and memory of
the likes of Madiba by being reckless and gambling with
the unity of our Alliance.”

However, despite all of the praise, the SACP ac-
knowledged that the effort to enslave South Africa under

communist tyranny was not yet complete. Suggesting that
Mandela supported their plans, the SACP said that “some
would like us to believe” that the revolutionary’s push for
“national reconciliation” meant leaving some freedoms
in place—or “class and other social inequalities in our
society,” as the communists put it. That is not the case,
however, the party claimed.

“For Madiba, national reconciliation was a platform to
pursue the objective of building a more egalitarian South
African society free of the scourge of racism, patriarchy,
and gross inequalities,” it said, ignoring the spectacular
horrors afflicting Communist Party-ruled North Korea,
for example, or Cuba, where fervent Mandela ally Fidel
Castro has shown what a society ruled by their “ideology”
really looks like. “And true national reconciliation shall
never be achieved in a society still characterized by the
yawning gap of inequalities and capitalist exploitation.”

Ironically, perhaps, since communist forces seized
power in South Africa two decades ago, it has become
one of the most unequal societies in the world, in terms
of wealth distribution. In a nut shell, as in every country
dominated by communist political forces, leaders and
their cronies end up with what remains of the perpetually
diminishing supply of wealth, while everyday people end
up living in squalor—oftentimes starving to death.

“In honour of this gallant fighter, the SACP will inten-
sify the struggle against all forms of inequality, including
intensifying the struggle for socialism, as the only political
and economic solution to the problems facing humanity,”
the statement noted. The passing of Mandela, the outfit
claimed, represents a “second chance” for everyone who
has not “fully embraced a democratic South Africa” and
“majority rule”—in other words, everyone who has not
embraced totalitarianism under the guise of mob rule,
instead of the rule of law, as in republics such as the one
established in the United States under the Constitution.

The ANC, meanwhile, also confirmed Mandela’s
Communist Party membership while praising the former
leader of its armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of
the Nation). “Madiba was also a member of the South
African Communist Party, where he served in the Central
Committee,” the ANC statement admitted. “His was a
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choice to not only be a product, but the maker of his and
his people’s history.”

“In his lifetime of struggle through the African Na-
tional Congress, he assumed and was assigned various
leadership positions,” the ANC added. “He served with
distinction. He was part of the ANC leadership collective
and did not make decisions without first reflecting with
his comrades. Yet he would fight for the principle of what
was the right thing to do.”

Of course, increasingly iron-clad evidence of Man-
dela’s prominent role in the international communist
conspiracy had been trickling out for decades. Early
on, for example, there was a hand-written document by
Mandela, dubbed “How To Be A Good Communist,” that
was cited during his successful prosecution for sabotage,
subversion, and terror. “We communist party members
are the most advanced revolutionaries in modern history,”
Mandela proclaimed in the essay. “The people of South
Africa, led by the South African Communist Party, will
destroy capitalist society and build in its place socialism.”

More recently, as The New American reported late last
year, evidence uncovered by British historian Stephen El-
lis also exposed Mandela’s denials of Communist Party
membership as a fraud, all the while trying to downplay
the significance. The new research, based on Party minutes
and more, confirmed not only that the ANC leader was a
member of the SACP, but also that he was actually a senior
official working with the party’s Central Committee.

As The New American has documented extensively
over a period of decades, despite Mandela’s communism
and terrorism, Western governments and power brokers,
along with the world’s ruthless communist despots, played
a key role in bringing him to power. Now, however, even
with the undeniable truth exposed, even as South Africa
descends into chaos, genocide, and grinding poverty, it is
unlikely that apologies will be forthcoming.

An excellent analysis of Mandela’s Communist Party
membership, written by anti-Apartheid activist and Af-
rikaner journalist Rian Malan, explains the enormous
significance well. South Africans and the world have
been duped. The “man of peace” who is so widely revered
around the world was not the real Mandela. If humanity
knew that it was idolizing a man now conclusively exposed
as a Soviet-backed Communist Party leader and an admit-
ted terrorist, however, the reaction to his death may have
been different. For more on the real Mandela, see William
F. Jasper’s recent article, ““Saint’ Mandela? Not so Fast!”

The end does not, and will never, justify the means,
no matter what communists and Mandela apologists may

claim. Amid the global outpouring of praise, victims of
Mandela’s bombing campaigns have faded from memory.
So, while the world mourns the loss of Mandela, perhaps
remembering his victims—who were primarily fellow
blacks suspected of being opposed to the communist
takeover of South Africa—would be a more worthwhile
endeavor; along with the many tens of millions of victims
of communism all over the world. They have been almost
erased from history, but everyone who loves the truth has
a responsibility to ensure that they are not forgotten, and
that history does not repeat itself.
—The New American, January 6, 2014, p. 17-19

Mandela’s South Africa

by Mark Steyn

Whether or not Nelson Mandela was emblematic
of the new South Africa, his memorial service certainly
was. Thamsanga Jantjie, the lovable laugh-a-minute sign-
language fraud who stood alongside President Obama
gesticulating meaninglessly to the delight of all, was
exposed in the days that followed as a far darker charac-
ter. A violent schizophrenic charged over the years with
burglary, rape, kidnapping, and murder, he was also a
member of a “necklacing” gang—necklacing being the
practice of placing a gasoline-filled tire over the head of
the victim and setting it alight.

Nevertheless, Mr. Jantjie was merely the ne plus ultra
of the South African state’s shambolic security operation
for the service. My fellow congregants at National Review
have been arguing in recent weeks over whether Mandela
was a great man (Deroy Murdock) or a Commie terrorist
(Andrew McCarthy) or on balance a mild disappointment
(Conrad Black). But beyond such assessments is the daily
reality that a lot of things in South Africa simply don’t
function anymore. As revealing as Mr. Jantjie’s extensive
and violent criminal background is the fact that the Na-
tional Prosecuting Authority cannot reliably state which
offenses he has been convicted of, and, for the one crime
for which he seems definitively to have been sentenced,
whether in fact he served the sentence.

Before Mandela’s, the last South African funeral
to have commanded international attention was that of
Field Marshal Smuts, the greatest South African of the
pre-apartheid era and the only man to sign the treaties
ending both the First and Second World Wars. He is a
forgotten figure now, but he was the only South African
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with a statue in Parliament Square at Westminster until
Mandela’s was put up, and his funeral in 1950 attracted
numbers comparable to and perhaps even surpassing
those in Soweto. Smuts would have been astonished by
the chaos and ill discipline of Mandela’s farewell six de-
cades later. He took it for granted that South Africa was a
First World nation, on a par with her sister dominions in
Canada and Australia. The line between these two funer-
als is one of racial progress, and precipitous decline by
every other measure.

Since the 1990s, life expectancy has fallen back to
where it was in Smuts’s day. South Africa is the murder
capital of the world, with around 50 homicides every day.
In a 2011 survey, one in three women claimed they had
been raped in the past year. South Africa’s current leader,
Jacob Zuma, was accused of raping an HIV-positive
woman, but replied that he took a shower afterwards to
“minimize the risk of contracting the disease.” This is one
of the more rational self-administered treatments. It is
widely believed among Mr. Zuma’s compatriots that sex
with a virgin will cure you of AIDS, which, virgins being
somewhat thin on the ground, has led to an epidemic of
child rape, including victims as young as eight months old.

Not all of this, or even very much of it, can be laid
at Mandela’s door. In that sense, his leadership is more
of a lesson in the limitations of the great-man theory of
history. His predecessor, F. W. de Klerk, South Africa’s
last white leader, was also a great and generous man, who
understood that the regime he had served all his life could
not be preserved. Yet, as the years go by, it seems to me
that the comradely de Klerk and Mandela are less symbolic
of the new South Africa than were their wives. Marike
de Klerk wound up getting murdered; Winnie Mandela
was a murderer—or, at any rate, found by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to have been personally
responsible for multiple murders. Either role would be
unusual for an American first lady, as it would have been
for a prime-ministerial consort in Smuts’s day. Mrs. de
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Klerk was stabbed and strangled in 2001 by a domestic
servant—just another of those 50 murders a day; no mo-
tive, nothing was taken; she was killed because that’s just
the way it is.

Upon her death, Winnie Mandela said, “As a woman,
I can identify with the exhaustion of her emotional re-
sources in shaping her former husband’s career.” That’s
one way of putting it. Mrs. Mandela coped with her own
emotional exhaustion by having her security detail kidnap
14-year-old Stompie Moeketsi on suspicion of being an
informer, slit his throat, and dump his body in a field. Her
most famous contribution to the dictionary of quotations
was a celebration of the aforementioned practice of black-
on-black “necklacing”: “With our boxes of matches and
our necklaces we shall liberate this country.”

In the end, she never got the chance. The Cold War
ended, which meant that Moscow was too internally
distracted to subvert South Africa the way it had the rest
of the continent. So Mandela was gracious and dignified,
and content to cut himself and the ANC in on the crony
capitalism of the old National Party. Even so, South Africa
has been living off the capital of its racist past these last
two decades, even as all its social indicators head remorse-
lessly south and a fifth of the white population has fled.

Jan Smuts and Nelson Mandela met just the once,
when the general came to Mandela’s college to talk up
Britain’s cause in the war against Germany. It would
amaze Smuts, who had fought in the Boer War against
Britain and whose comrades had clung fiercely to their
identity during the enforced Britishization that followed,
to see how swiftly even the most tenacious culture can be
swept away. Yet Mandela’s benign rule in the 1990s was
likewise only an interlude. South Africa is disintegrating,
and what’s left is headed nowhere good.

—National Review, December 31, 2013, p. 52
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