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Travelsin Fidel-land

by Radek Sikor ski

Aswe started speaking about my visit, Father Joseé Mariaremoved the telephone
cord fromthereceiver in onedeft, well-practiced move. | knew that movewel frommy
youth in Communist Poland, when it waswiseto assume not only that every telephone
linewas bugged but that each telephone could serve asalistening device. Wewereon
the outskirtsof oneof Cuba sprovincia cities, in atiny reception room with decrepit
furnitureand pegling paint. Even though Fr. José had arotund facethat radiated good
humor, therewas an otherworldlinessin hismanner, likethat of the Solidarity priestsl
knew intheold daysinPoland. The Cuban secret service sfavoriteextermination method
issimply running someone over with apolice car, and Fr. José has had a couple of
brusheswith death recently.

But having faced martyrdom, he had clearly passed thethreshold of fear. “What's
this?’ | pointed to an unframed painting with animasinjolly colorsand abold red ham-
mer and sickleinthe center. The Communist symbol was upside down, with abroken
whitelineinthe middleof thesickleleading up to ahut perched on top of the handle of
thehammer. “It'san alegory of George Orwell’sAnima Farm by our local artist,” he
explained. “The road markings on the sickle are meant to say that the road of the
revolution leadsto thepigsty.”

Fr. José then explained how he would distribute the 500 doses of antibiotics
donated by the Solidarity trade union that | had brought to prisoners, among them
opposition activistswho had received long sentences following the crackdown on
dissent two yearsago. (Medicinesare crucial because one of the milder persecutions
theregimemetesout isspraying the cell wallswith foul water, which givestheinmates
skin diseasesinamatter of days.) Assistancelikethis, inaddition to alleviating suffer-
ing, also givesthe parish more clout, making it an enclave of civil society outsidethe
regime’scontrol. Theregimeknowsthis, of course, whichiswhy all of Fr. Jose’s
requestsfor apermit to build acommunity center have been refused. Instead, the
Communist government gives support to theloca version of voodoo, which hasfewer
subversiveforeignlinks.

| had arrived in Cubaasatourist, bearing my Polish passport. My luggage was
searched minutely. My heart raced when they discovered the box of antibioticsbut,
curioudly, they didn’t even ask me for whom such alarge quantity of medicine was
intended.

My destination was one of the resorts on Cuba’s southern coast, within driving
distance of Guantanamo. Likeother havensfor foreigners, theresort was surrounded by
afencewith guardsonal sides, nativesadmitted asstaff only. Theclienteleweremainly
elderly Canadians and Europeans of the sort who enjoy organized gymnasticson the

“Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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beach. Therewas something East German about the ambi-
ence: regimented entertainment and theidentity checksat the
gate. To my surprisetherewasInternet accessfor thefor-
eigners. Itwasviablebut dow, reputedly on account of scru-
pulous key logging by the Cuban secret service. | eaves-
dropped as one of thetourist groups staying at the hotel re-
ceived apep talk from an official minder, who berated them
about the 636 attempts on the life of Fidel Castro that the
CIA hassupposedly organized. (Surely, they cannot bethat
incompetent?)

For aformer inmate of the camp of progress such as
myself, visiting Cubawaspeculiar. | felt 20 yearsyounger at
thesight of agrubby collectivefarm named after Lenin. Groups
of Communist Youthinredtiessuch asl had myself ressted
wearing at school lined the streets. Communist slogansby
theroads dewerefamiliar too—ambitiousin rhetoric, pathetic
asadvertising. Aboveall, acresand acres of land with no
measter and thereforelittered and overgrown. “Commieslove
concrete,” PJ. O’ Rourke observed after avisit to Warsaw,
and nothing haschanged. Andit’snot the concreteyou seein
Italy, thekind that contains so much marbledust it lookslike
recondtituted stone. Commiesliketheir concrete poured doth-
fully, creating apatinaso dull it positively soaksuplight. | had
been brought up in Poland on aCommunist housing estate,
which was bad enough, but here, inthetropics, houseswith
flat roofs, their concrete walls overgrown with mold, look
even more preposterous. Insidethereare unplastered walls,
weak bulbshanging ontheir ownwires, doorsasrough asa
barn’s. TV setsand ghetto-blasters stand in roomsthat are
otherwisemedievad intheir primitiveness. Onegaspstothink
how hot it must beunder thoseflat roofsat the height of sum-
mer without air-conditioning.

You cantdl you areinaThird World country whenyou
see crowds of young men standing around in village squares
with nothing to do. Another indicator istheslums. Whereas
at the time of the Batista regime 200,000 people lived in
shacks—as| read inapropagandatext put out by the Cuban
government—today most of the population of around 11 mil-
lion seemsto beliving in shantytowns. Some of them have
paved guttersand theodd el ectric lamppost, but they aretill
recognizableassums. open sewage, roofsmadewith bitsof
ashbestos, oldtiresfor fences, chickens. Most of the produc-
tive capacity of the country seemstobeidle. Thewest of the
iIdand isan expanse of brown: A recent drought, along with
dash-and-burnfires, seemsto havefinished off what Com-
munist mismanagement had left. Inthegreener eadt, | scanned
thecountryside, flying low for several minutesin acommer-
cid jet: Roughly half thefarm buildings seemed abandoned,
just skeletonsovergrown with weeds.

“What would happenif socidismwereintroducedinthe

Saharadesert?” weusedtojokeinthe Soviet days. “ There
would be shortages of sand.” Cuba, oncethe sugar super-
power is now an importer of sugar. Castro has acknowl-
edged the problem, only to dismissit: Sugar productionis
moretroublethan it’sworth, he argued in arecent speech.
(He had once envisioned a crop of 10 million tons per an-
num.) Paradoxically, Castro may beright about the costs of
sugar production. Evenif your labor ischeap or free (con-
centration campswerefirst invented by Spaniardsin Cuba,
and labor campstill operate), it can’t bevery competitiveto
produceanythingwith U.S. technology of the 1930sor roughly
equivalent Soviet technology of the 1960s. Thecountry long
ago defaulted onitslong-term sovereign debt, aswell asmost
of itscommercia debt, and has ceased to report itseconomic
statistics. Cuba has been lauded recently in The Atlantic
Monthly for going back to natural farming, with oxen replac-
ing tractors—which must seemreally cool if you arean envi-
ronmental activist residingin New York or Stockholm. Itis
a so pleasant to ride on Cuba scountry laneswith practically
no traffic—unlessyou havetowait in the heat for atruck with
an open hold, which is how most country people seem to
commute. Criticsof consumerismwould alsofind Cubaan
inspiration; apart from bits of uniformsand someold cans
thereisliterally nothing to buy inthe country’snon-dollar-
convertiblestores.

What'soddto afirgt-timevistor isthat thisgrinding pov-
erty coexistswith apparent good cheer. | had always associ-
ated Communisminitslast gagpwith housesunheated inmid-
winter, rudewaiters, and Slavic gloom alleviated by heroic
dosesof vodka. Here, peoplearefriendly, thegirlsarepretty,
and a breeze from the ocean air tempersthe sun. And the
music! Sitting on the terrace of Hotel Casa Granda in
Santiago—the place frequented by Mr. Wormmoldin Gra-
ham Green’s Our Man in Havana—yYou can hear superb
livemusicfromal pointsof the compass.

Havanaisevenmoreimpressive. If, likeme, youloathe
modern architecture, here'sa19"-century city Le Corbusier
and hisimitatorsdidn’t get achanceto destroy. Naturdly, it's
aso adum—pedling fagades, crumbling plaster, smelly door-
waysand staircases—but it’sad umwhose previous beauty
and prosperity can still beimagined. Old Havana, withits
17"-century forts, solid townhouses, and spacious squares,
resemblesMédagaor Genoa. You haveto gothere, in short,
to seewhy Cubainspires such passionandtofedl therageat
thelossof what might have been.

Althoughitisan extraordinary thing for aPoleto admit,
it beganto seemto methat Cubahaspaidtoo highapricefor
independence. If, 120 yearsago, Cubans had done nothing,
they would today betherichest placein the Caribbean and
possibly dl of LatinAmerica. AsaSpanish colony they would
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a so beenjoying at |east an associate membership inthe Eu-
ropean Union, withal itsprivileges. They would haveavoided
acentury of war, revolution, and unnecessary military spend-
ing. Think of a place nearby that chose to accommodate
itself withitsmother country: Bermudaisclean, self-govern-
ing, self-confident, with aper capitaincome of $36,000.

Thereare, however, sgnsthat the Cuban regime may be
fraying. Thefirst decision of Uruguay’snew |eftist president
wasreestablishing diplomatic relaionswith Cuba. Onewould
normally expect Castro to attend theinauguration of such a
friendly figure, but hedidn’t go—so perhapshishealth, or his
grip on power, is more precarious than we know. On the
other hand, someone who competeswith the Queen of En-
glandfor thetitle of thelongest-serving head of stateclearly
knowsathing or two about theart of survival. Hispotential
rivas, liketheveteran general Arnaldo Ochoa, faced thefir-
ing squad beforethey themsda vesknew that they could thresten
him. The ogre continuesto anticipate events. OneEU am-
bassador rel ated to me aheated exchange between the Castro
brothersat dinner at the Russian ambassador’ s residence.
Ralll argued for dumping the command economy and going
the Chinese way toward capitalism. Fidel reportedly re-
sponded that, in Cuban conditions, that would lead themto
death on alamppost in amatter of months.

Castro obvioudy till managesto manipulatenationaism
to hisadvantage; thisemotional current, in Cubaasin many
other places, clearly trumpsthedesirefor democracy or evena
better life. Nationalism, or perhapseven morenarrowly are-
fusal to kneel beforethe United States, seemsto be Castro’s
only ideologica prop. Contrary tohisofficia propaganda, ev-
ery timehe had an opportunity to normalizereationswiththe
U.S. hedid something to scuttleit: American hostility andthe
embargo probably servehisinterestsjust fine. | posedtheques-
tion of the embargo to Fr. José Maria. “We appreciate the
intention,” hereplied. “Butif it hasn't worked for 40 years, it
meansit doesn’'t work and it’'smadethelivesof two genera-
tionsof Cubansamisery.” Other dissdentsmakeadifferent
caculaion, but theview of someonewho livesonthereceiving
end of both the Castro regimeand U.S. policy carriesweight.

Thegandoff betweentheU.S. and Cubaseemsultimately
not just politica, but dso psychologica. Cubansseemtothink
that they get noticed by big brother only whenthey stick himin
theeye. Americansseem determinedto put thelittleoneinhis
place. How elsedo you explainthesillinessof barring your
citizensfromvigtingacountry you arenot actualy a war with,
or of imposing finesfor importing Cuban cigars?Wedidn't
ceaseto enjoy caviar even at theheight of the Gulag. Thelaw
should not bean ass, andthe U.S. can afford to be pragmeaticin
itspolicy toward acountry that nolonger posesathreat. As
Mark Falcoff pointsout inhisbrilliant Cuba: The Morning

After, to keep theembargo while granting Cubansprivilegesin
immigratingtotheU.S.ispalitically slf-contradictory: Itgives
theregimean excusefor failurewhilesmultaneoudy helping it
getrid of itsinternal opposition.

Everybody el se'spolicy toward Cubahaslessto dowith
theidand and everythingto dowiththeU.S. Itisthereforeno
surprisethat Spain’snew |eftist government sent asitsambas-
sador to Cubaaformer politburo member of the Spanish Com-
munist party, and that under Spain’spressuremany EU coun-
trieshaveendedtheir  cocktail wars’ with Cubaand nolonger
invitedissidentsto their national-day parties. Given Cuba's
abysmd credit rating, the$1 billion that France, Germany, and
Spainlentitlast year isagtraightforward subsidy of theregime.

But if neither Old Europe' s appeasement nor the U.S.
embargoislikely to succeed in changing theregime, perhaps
we need acoordinated transatl antic approach that would build
on methods that have worked in the past. Human contact
acrossthelron Curtainwascrucia inmaintaining the convic-
tion on the other side that democracy and free marketsare
superior to Communism: Fulbright scholarshipsthat were
granted to dissidentsand nomenklaturaaikehelpedto create
aternative dlitesand weaned Communists off their zedl. In
James Cason, theBush adminigtration hasanimaginativeleeder
of theU.S. interests section on theisland, but one suspects
that the message heis so energetically conveying would be
more credibleto some Cubansif it weren’t coming directly
fromtheU.S. government.

Regimes change only when their own cadresno longer
careto fight for them, and we cannot convince the Cuban
nomenklaturato changeif their only aternativeisharaKkiri.
The EU needsto get tougher, but the U.S. aso needsto shift—
to start wielding the embargo not asamatter of law, but asa
political instrument. Itssuddenlifting, for example, perhaps
at thefirst Sgnsof apost-Castro regime sintroduction of mar-
ket reforms, would shake Cuba spolitical systemtoitsfoun-
dations.

Unlesssomething givessoon, there'sathird forcethat might
complicateour calculations. Chinahasmadesgnificant invest-
mentsin Cuba snicke industry, and diplomatsin Havanare-
port frequent Chinesemilitary delegationsinciviliandisguise.
Cubahasawaysneeded apatron, and who better than asemi-
Communist dictatorship onalong-term collision coursewith
theU.S.? Therelationship makessensefor China. Oneday
shemay beinapositionto maketheU.S. areasonable offer:
You support atroublesomeidand off our coast, and we sup-
port atroublesomeidand off your coast; let’sboth cal it quits.
TheU.S. needsto act beforeit comesto that.

—National Review, May 23, 2005, p. 42f. Used
by permission of National Review, Inc., 215 Lexington Av-
enue, New York, New York, 10016.
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Hamilton College: Campus

of Fruit and Nuts
by Roger Kimball

Most collegesthat grant honorary degreeswould en-
dorse the sentiment expressed by a Cambridge University
spokesman that “ an honorary degreeisthe highest accolade
theUniversity cangive.” Sowhat doesit meanthat Hamilton
College decided to bestow thisgarland of official commen-
dation on Mary Bonauto, the activist lawyer and former di-
rector of the Boston-based Gay & L esbian Advocatesand
Defenders (GLAD)? Ms. Bonauto, who graduated from
Hamiltonin 1983, wasinthe public eye most recently when
she successfully argued the case for same-sex “ marriage”
before the M assachusetts supreme court in 2003. 1t wasfor
thisact of benevolencethat afriend of minedescribed Bonauto
as" oneof theforemost legal threatsto theinstitution of mar-
riageasweknow it inthe Westerntradition.”

Bonauto’sgreat rhetorical feat inthe casein question,
GoodridgeVv. Department of Public Health, wasto get the
court to believethat same-sex “marriage’ wasacivil-rights
issue. Here'sthereasoning: Marriagebringsawidevariety
of socia benefitsto themarried couple, ergoif Mary Joisnot
alowedto marry Mary Grace, they have been discriminated
againgt. Justlikethe blackswhentherewasdavery.

Yes, yes, | know: Asanargument itispitiful. But it popu-
latestheworld withillusory rightsand pushesall the buttons
liberasthrill to push. “Ohmy God, haveweredly beendis-
criminating against an entire subpopulaionfor al of recorded
history? Mea culpa, mea maximaculpa. Let’schangethe
law. Right now.”

Thetechnical termfor Ms. Bonauto’sargument ishorn-
swoggle. No one saysthat homosexuals may not marry.
They just may not marry someone of the same sex. Why?
Because“ marriage’” meansthe union of aman and awoman.
(Not just any man and woman, of course: You may not
marry your sister or brother or father or mother; in many
places you may not marry your first cousin.) To pretend
otherwiseistoindulgein the Humpty Dumpty approachto
semantics. “But ‘glory’ doesn’t mean *anice knockdown
argument,” Alice objected. ‘When | useaword,” Humpty
Dumpty said in rather ascornful tone, ‘it meansjust whéat |

chooseit to mean—neither morenor less.””

Nicework if you can get it, but not something that should
impressajudge.

Beforeweindulgeintoo much admiration for Bonauto's
rhetorical skills—perhaps* sophigtical skills” would bemore
accurate—it isworth noting that in thiscase shewas greetly
aided by thefact that she was addressing acourt extremely
well disposed to theissue of same-sex “marriage.” Thechief
justice of the Massachusetts supreme court is Margaret
Marshall, avocal friend of theideaof same-sex “marriage.” It
isamost too good to betrue, butitistrue: JusticeMarshall is
marriedto Anthony Lewis, the Frank Rich of yesteryear, the
manwhofor decadesheld down theleft flank ontheeditorial
page of the New York Times. It sthe Empedoclean principle
of like-flocking-to-likein action.

A Hamilton College newsreleasetouts Ms. Bonauto's
role aslead counsel in Goodridge, but it doesnot dilate on
her effortsafew yearsbeforeintheso-caled “Fistgate” scan-
da. InMarch 2000, astatewide conferencecalled “ Teach-
Out” washeld at TuftsUniversity, Sponsored by the Massa-
chusetts Department of Education, the Governor’sCommis-
sion on Gay and L esbian Youth, and the Gay, L esbian and
Straight Education Network, the conference invited teenag-
ersand children asyoung astwelvefrom around the state to
participatein workshopson such themesas® Ask the Trans-
sexuals,” “Early Childhood Educators: How to Decide
Whether to ComeOut or Not,” “Diesal Dykesand Lipstick
Leshians Definingand Exploring Butch/Femmel dentity,” “The
ReligiousWrong: Dedling Effectively with OppostioninYour
Community,” and “ Starting aGay-Straight Alliancein Your
School.” Oneaarmed parent taped some of the proceed-
ings—to no avail, for Bonauto found another sympathetic
judgewhoissued agag order preventing the distribution of
thetape. They grow avery specid sort of judgeinthePeople's
Republic of Massachusetts.

| very much doubt that Hamiltonwill gointo thisepisode
when they confer the baccal aureate, honoriscausa, onMary
Bonauto. What I’d like to know iswhat parents, proudly
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assembl ed to witness Hamilton’s commencement exercises,
would makeof Mary Bonauto'sactivitiesif they knew about
them? And how about Hamilton’salumni: Would they be
happy to seetheir almamater honoring thisradica activist?
What about Hamilton' strustees, agroupthatisrapidly emerg-
ing asthe dead-|etter office of American higher education?
Isn’t anyoneever at homethere?

What isit with Hamilton College, anyway? Areitslead-
ersactualy tryingto makeit look ridiculous? Or isthefact
that Hamilton has become arecruitment poster for the dys-
functiona American collegethe product of smpleincompe-
tencefueled by radical left-wing animus? | do not know the
answverstothesequestions. It'sabit like Robert Frost’ spoem
“Fireandlce’: Somesay theplacewasruinedintentionaly,
some say it was stupidity goaded by radicalism. | holdwith
thosewho pick thelatter. But either would suffice. You cer-
tainly would have to work alot harder than most tenured
professorsare accustomed toworking if you wanted to bring
more shame and obloguy on aninstitution than Hamilton has
had to bear in thelast few months.

A brief refresher: In December, Hamiltoninvited Susan
Rosenberg, late of the Weather Underground, to teach a
month-long seminar asan “artist/activist-in-residence.” As
readerswill recall, Ms. Rosenberg was catapulted tofamein
1981 when she and somefellow radicalsheld up aBrinks
armored car near Nyack, N.Y. They murdered aBrinksguard
and, in attempting their getaway, two police officers. Ms.
Rosenbergwasindicted for involvementinthiscrimebut wasn't
prosecuted because, in 1985, she was sentenced to 58 years
for using fa seidentification and possess ng automatic weap-
onsand 740 poundsof high explosives. Rosenberg had served
16 yearswhen Bill Clinton, on hislast day in office, com-
muted her sentence. Now sheistrotting around the country
denouncing the United Statesat acollege campusnear you.

But not at Hamilton. For whenthecollege, whichisjust
down theroad from Nyack, announced the appointment—
cleverly timing it to coincidewith the announcement of their
latest capital campaign—theroof cavedin. Quiteright, too.
Why wasalibera artscollegeinviting afelontoteach? Why;,
for that matter, did Hamilton have an* artist/activist-in-resi-
dence” programto beginwith? Do parentshaveto pay nearly
$40,000 ayear toturntheir childreninto left-wing, America-
hating activists? Theoutcry from the media, parents, and
aumni eventually forced Rosenburg’ swithdrawad .

Then, in January, cametheWard Churchill affair. Every-
one now knows about the faux-Indian tenured professor at
theUnivergty of Colorado at Boulder who described thevic-
timsof September 11 as”little Eichmanns,” i.e., Nazi bureau-
crats. What better chap toinviteto lecture at Hamilton Col-
lege? Thefolksat Hamilton managed to create havoc at two
institutionswith that brainstorm. Boulder wasin an uproar
over theincident (theinvitationiswhat brought to light his
earlier essay). Eventhegovernor of Coloradoweighedin
angrily. Churchill hasyet to berelieved of histenured posi-
tion, but he has been removed ashead of the* ethnic studies’
department (how do you spell “bogus’ ?), and the president
of hiscampus has had the graceto resign and slip away into
obscurity.

Joan Hinde Stewart, the president of Hamilton, hasnot
yet exhibited such grace. Nor have her lieutenants, dean of
thefaculty David C. Parisand Nancy Rabinowitz, aformer
teacher of Mary Bonauto and former head of the Kirkland
Project for the Study of Gender, Society and Culture, the
left-wing organization that was responsible for inviting
Rosenberg and Churchill to campus. Thetroikastill presides
at Hamilton, a sort of academic alternative to the Three
Stooges: Rabinowitz to cook up the harebrained, college-
blighting schemes; Paristo help her implement them; and
Stewart towring her handsand temporizewhen they explode
inher face.

Inaway, itisunfair to singleout Hamilton College. Inits
addictiontoleftist pieties, it isreally no different from many,
probably most, other institutions of higher educationinthis
country. I1thassmply beenunlucky initspublicrelations|ately.
One conservative student who wasamember of Hamilton's
Trustee Committee on Honorary Degrees|ast year told me
that hewas urged to avoid “ contentious candidates.” But at
Hamilton, aselsewhere, contentious candidatescomein two
flavors. Thereareconservatives, who are* contentious’ by
definition and therefore unacceptabl e, and thenthereareradi-
ca swho have devoted themsel vesto the destruction of some
aspect of American society, and who are therefore embraced
aschampionsof “diversty” andfreedom. It'samug’'sgame,
but that, alas, iswhat has happened to academic lifetoday.
How long, Lord, how long?

—National Review, June 6, 2005, p. 27-28. Used
by permission of National Review, Inc., 215 Lexington Av-
enue, New York, New York 10016.
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LosingLatinAmerica?
by William R. Hawkins

TheBushadminigration'srecentinterest inLainAmerica
may betoo little, too late. Secretary of State Condoleezza
Ricemadeafive-day trip to Brazil, El Salvador, Colombia,
and ChileinlateApril; and Defense Secretary Dondd Rumsfeld
addressed the Council of theAmericasin Washington on May
3. “Today the countries of theregion areworking together in
avery condructiveway,” Mr. Rumstddsad, daming, “ They're
leaning forward in support of democracy.”

Unfortunately, theregionisdominated by left-wing gov-
ernmentselected onanti-U.S. platforms, adevel opment that
cannot be considered constructive.

President George W. Bush has placed the spread of de-
mocracy at the center hisforeign policy. Whiledemocracy
may be anecessary element in creating abetter world, itis
not asufficient condition. It dependsonwhowinsat thepolls.

AsFareed Zakarianoted during the academic debates
over theairy notion democracy equated to peaceinthe 1990s:
“Incountriesnot groundedin congtitutiond liberalism, therise
of democracy often bringswith it hypernationalism and war-
mongering.” Leaderscan beboth popular and authoritarian.

The Bush administration recognizesthisprobleminre-
gardto President Hugo Chavez in Venezuela. Thedemocrati-
cally elected ex-paratrooper isthought to havefinanced vio-
lent insurgent groupsin Ecuador, Peruand Bolivia Venezuela
might have played aroleintherevolt that toppled Ecuadorean
President Lucio GutierrezinApril.

Mr. Chavez has been accused by U.S. and Colombian
officidsof supporting thenarco-terrorist Revol utionary Armed
Forcesof Columbia(FARC). Mr. Chavez has been supply-
ing oil to hismentor Fidel Castroin Cuba, andislookingto
buy Russian wegponsto expand hismilitary.

Cubaand Chinahave sent hundreds of military “advis-
ers’ and“trainers’ to Venezuelato help the Chavez regime
maintainitsaf againgt strong domestic oppositionand politica
turmail.

Venezue an military training under foreign communist tu-
telagewill not contain any of the values of democracy and
respect for humanrightsthat are part of the U.S. approach to
creating professiond soldiers. The Chinesehold that thearmy
owesitsallegianceexclusively totheruling party. Thisprin-
ciplewasdemonstrated during the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre of pro-democracy activists.

Anindoctrinated army would appeal to the embattled
Venezue an president, who wasousted briefly by a2002 coup
after hissupporters opened fire on hundreds of thousands of
unarmed demonstrators. It would run directly contrary to

Washington'srecent effortsto foster civilian governments
whosemilitariesstayed in their barracksduring political cri-
Ses.

During her Latintrip, MissRicetried torally other de-
mocraciesagainst Venezuela. At ajoint pressconferencein
Brazil onApril 26, shewastold repeatedly by Brazilian For-
egnMiniger CdsoAmorimthat Venezudd ssovereignty must
be respected — meaning no outsideintervention.

Though the Organi zation of American States(OAS) has
tried to mediate political disputesin Venezuelato avoid vio-
lence, any thought Washington might haveof mobilizingastron-
ger OASresponse, such asacondemnation of the Chavez
regimeor sanctions, isunrealistic. A wedge cannot bedriven
between Venezuelaand Brazil aslongasLuizInacio Lulada
Silva— another discipleof Mr. Castro’s, ispresident.

Withthedection of ChileanInterior Minister JoseMiguel
Insulzaasnew OA S secretary-general of the OAS (hewas
initially opposed by the U.S. but backed by Brazil and Ven-
ezuela), thereislittlehopeof diplomaticaly isolating Venezu-
ea

Brazil under Lulaisashbigaproblem asVenezue aunder
Mr. Chavez. Brazil hasa* strategic partnership” with China.
Thedatementissued during Luld svisitto BejinginMay 2004
cdledfor “the democratization of international relationsand
globa multipolarization.” Thishaslong been Chinesetermi-
nology for ending American pre-eminenceinworld affairs.

Chinese President Hu Jintao spent fivedaysin Brazil last
November. “ Chinahelped us send satellitesto orbit and we,
inreturn, offered techniquesto Chinain the manufacture of
arplanes” sadLula

Brazil hasalong-rangemissileprogramfor spacelaunches
and a suspicious nuclear programto which it hasrestricted
international ingpection. Given China srecord asaproliferator
of missileand nuclear technology, the* strategic partnership”
to America s south could pose amajor security threat if al-
lowed to progress.

ChinabacksBrazil for aseat onthe U.N. Security Coun-
cil, even asit objectsto aseat for Japan. Brasilia supports
Beijing's“oneChina’ clamsto Taiwan and Tibet. Chinaaso
backed L uiz Felipe de Seixas Correa, Brazil’ s unsuccessful
candidate to become head of the World Trade Organization.
Lulahassaid talksto create ahemispheric freetrade agree-
ment were “ off the agenda’ in favor of strengthening the
Mercosur “ South American community of nations.” Brazil
wantsto dominate Mercosur, and Beljingisvery interestedin
Mercosur asasource of raw materials.

SimpleU.S. homiliesabout democracy and trade have
failed to temtherise of regimeswhoseaignmentsaretaking
anincreasingly dangerousturn.

TheBush adminigtration must consider LatinAmericaa
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power politicsareathat isin full play. It must respond with
morevigor inwhat isessentialy apolitical contest over who

will ruleinthemajor capitalsand how will they behave.
—The Washington Times, May 25, 2005

Hollywood’sSilver Screen:
Red

by Ron Capshaw

When some diligent researcher studiesthe history of
American political warsin the 20th century, he or shewill
discover that, despite the differing stances, the chargesand
countercharges (both left and right) achievearough consen-
susby practicing apoliticized version of “not infront of the
goyim.” Thiscommand, whispered today by party loyalists
likeKarl Roveand Paul Begda, goessomethinglikethis: Keep
all criticisms and doubts about the party within it; dis-
play only unity in public, otherwise you are aiding the
other side.

Itisonly fitting that thisform of political theste—doubts
inthewings camouflaged by handshakes on ssage—was per-
formed in Hollywood, and by that most theatricd of political
organi zations, the American Communist party of the 1930s
and’ 40s. Thegoyimintheir mindswasquitelarge, ranging
from Leon Trotsky to (depending on the needs of Moscow)
Franklin D. Roosevdt to Robert Taft. Throughout Ronald and
Allis Radosh’s new book, Red Sar Over Hollywood, the
Hollywood Reds speak of aparalyzing fear—not thefear of
losing their studio contracts, or being wrong (or right) about
Stdin, but thefear that their doubtsand criticisms about com-
munismwill filter out of party doorsand into the propaganda
coffersof their gargantuan enemy.

Such abunker mentality necessitatesavariety of roles.
TakeDaton Trumbo, aStalinist screenwriter. By day, heacted
thepart of thedutiful party member, helping prevent reaction-
ary—read Trotskyite—worksfrommaking it to the screen,
editorially rejecting anti-communi st submissionsto the party-
dominated Screenwriter magazine (arguing that thefreeair-
ing of ideasleadsto fascism), taking to the podium to deny
every purge, defend every twist and turn of Soviet policy.
But at night, offstage, heread theworkshe censored (Arthur
K oestler, George Orwell, eventhe hated L eon Trotsky him-
self) and sensed the carnage of Stalin.

Radosh skillfully showsthe behind-the-scenes sentiments
of Trumbo and therest of theHollywood Ten during theHouse
Un-AmericanActivitiesCommitteeinvestigationsin 1947.
Before congressiona microphonesand newsred cameras, they
playedthepart of civil libertariansdefending the Bill of Rights.
Off camera, in segregated legal sessionswith party lawyers
(two of theten were nolonger membersand, hence, denied

admission), they affirmed the notion that “fascists,” alabel
that covered alarge group inthe 1947 party dictionary, were
ineligiblefor free speech protections. Evenwhen Trumbo
abandoned communism, hetill carried the party’ sfearswith
him. His 1958 second-thoughts essay was submitted not to
the New Republic or even the Nation but to the safe confines
of Masses and Mainstream.

Likeany good history book, the Radoshes' settles con-
troversieswhile generating new ones. With new, and old,
evidence, they show that Hollywood Redswere not merely
impatient New Dealers—the portrait of LillianHellmanin
Julia—but were Stalinistswho regarded the Bill of Rightsas
sdectively gpplied, and the Soviet Union astheimported modedl
for America. But morethan an exposeof the political theater
of Hollywood Reds, Red Sar isan exposeé of the political
theater that has crossed generations.

Although available, noneof the histories of the blacklist
penned by Larry Ceplair or Victor Navasky, under the ad-
vertisement of fair-minded journalism seeking thetruth, have
mentioned John Garfield’sdocumented disgust withthe party.
Instead, he hasbeen portrayed asan unfriendly witness, risk-
ing both health and career to associate with “ progressives.”
Nor have they mentioned that Howard K och, the screen-
writer of the pro-purge Mission to Moscow, was hardly a
“non-communist’ (Navasky’swords) but afervent Stalinist
who used atechnica adviser onthefilmwhowasbe ng moni-
tored by Americanintelligence.

Nor has Christopher Trumbo, who minutely combed his
father’ spapersto script the current Broadway play Trumbo:
Red, White and Blacklisted, remembered to include the sec-
ond-thoughtsessay. Theactorslining upto play thepart (Paul
Newman, Tim Robbins) have colluded by not honoring the
cardinal rule of method acting: researchthepart.

Thequestionfor future scholarsthat arisesfromthisbook
isthesameasthe oneapplied to the Hollywood Reds. When
didthey know? Specificaly, whendidtoday’sleft know about
Trumbo'ssecond thoughts, Koch'sStdinism, Garfid d'sdisen-
chantment with the party? We may know why they didn't air
suchuncomfortablefacts: Itwould haveaided theother side.

Itisfitting that Ronald Radosh, who haschronicled his
own second thoughts about alater left, would unearth those
of anearlier generation. Itisequaly fitting that he never ab-
sorbshissubjects’ either/or mentality. Heisequally hard on
both left and right, HUAC and the party. He has sought to
uncover thetruth, whether it aidsthe other sideor not.

—The Weekly Sandard, May 23, 2005, p. 35-36
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TheGrowing Red Menace

by Peter Brookes

“ One good spy isworth 10,000 soldiers.” - Sun Tzu,
ancient Chinese military strategist

Idamicterrorismisgtill thegrestest threat to our national
security, but Chinese espionage against the United Statesis
gaining ground. The FBI says Chinawill beAmerica’sgreat-
est counterintelligence problem during the next 10-15 years.

Chinahas seven permanent diplomatic missionsinthe
States, staffed with intelligence personnel . But the FBI be-
lievesthat asmany as 3,500 Chinese“front companies’ are
involved in espionage for the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) aswell.

And with the bureau focused on terrorism, the China
challengeisoverwhelming the FBI’s counterintelligence ca-
pabilities

The PRC hastheworld'sthird-largest intelligence appa
ratus (after the United Statesand Russia), and it’stargeting
America sgovernmenta , military and hightechnol ogy secrets.

China'sgoal isto replace the U.S. asthe preeminent
power inthePacific—even globally. It susing every method
possible, including espionage, to improveitspolitical, eco-
nomicand, especidly, military might.

A senior FBI official said recently, “ Chinaistryingto
develop amilitary that can competewith the U.S., and they
arewillingto stedl toget it.”

Oneexample: Last fall in Wisconsin, aChinese-Ameri-
can couplewasarrested for selling $500,000 worth of com-
puter partsto Chinafor enhancing itsmissile systems. Even
worse: The PRC recently fielded anew cruise missilestrik-
ingly smilar to the advanced American“ Tomahawk.”

Chancesthat thesmilaritiesareacoincidence? Simto
none.

Naturally, America shi-tech centersareapotentia gold
minefor Chinese spies. The FBI claimsthat Chinese espio-
nage casesarerising 20 to 30 percent every year in Silicon
Vdley done.

But don't think JamesBond. It'sal much more methodi-
cal—and mundane.

Chineseintelligence collection usesnumerouslow-level
spiesto painstakingly collect onesmall pieceof information at
atimeuntil theintelligencequestionisanswered. Kind of like
building abeach onegrain of sand at atime.

For instance, it took China20 yearsto swipeAmerican
nuclear warhead designsfrom U.S. national nuclear wegpons
labs, according to a1999 congressional committee

Chinadsodoesvtrely on“professond” spiesstationed
overseasto the extent other mgjor intel servicesdo. Instead,
it useslow-profileciviliansto collect information.

The PRC'sMinistry of State Security (M SS) often co-
opts Chinesetravelers, especially businesspeople, scientists
and academics, to gather intel or purchase technology while
they’reinAmerica

The M SSespecialy prizesoverseas Chinese students,
hi-tech workersand researcherslivinginthe U.S. because of
their accessto sensitive technology and research/devel op-
ment that Beijing can usefor civilian and military purposes.

Of course, not al the 150,000 Chinese studentsand re-
searchersnow in America, or the 25,000 official PRC del-
egates—or the 300,000 victors—are spies, but they do pro-
videthe M SSwith alarge pool of potential recruitsfor col-
lecting secretson U.S. targetsof interest.

TheMSSdsorecruitsin the Chinese-American commu-
nity, including desper agents. Deve oping persond rdaionships,
invoking acommon Chineseheritage, threatening culturd dien-
ation or offering accessto powerful peoplearepersuasiveina
culturewhereguanxi” (connections) areimportant.

Anequa opportunity employer, theM SSwill, of course,
“hire” sympatheticAmericans—or any ethnicity—that will fur-
ther China scause, including scholars, journalistsand diplo-
mats, among others.

TheUnited Statesisn’t the only country withaChinese
spy problem. The M SSruns an espionage network against
scientificlabsand largeresearch universitiesin severa Euro-
pean countries, including theU K., France, the Netherlands,
and Germany. InAsia, Taiwan recently arrested 17 of itsmili-
tary officersfor working for the PRC.

China sspiesand their methods aren’t the most expedi-
ent or efficient in spy-dom, but the tenacity and quantity of
Chinesespooksare proving effective. Unfortunately, the open-
ness of American society provides easy accessto sensitive
information and technol ogy.

Sun Tzu saidthat intelligenceiscritica to successonthe
battlefield. It appliesto the political and economic “battle-
field,” too. Accordingly, Chinaisinvesting heavily in espio-
nageto match itsgeopolitica aspirations.

Chinawill proveto beAmerica sgreatest foreign-policy
chdlengeinthiscentury. Inrecent months, the Pentagon, CIA,
Treasury, and Congress have voiced concernsabout China's
rapidly expanding political, economicand military clout. These
arewordstothewise.

Wecertainly can't takeour eyeoff terrorist threstsagaingt
thehomeland, but neither can werisk not meeting the grow-
ing Chinese espionage menace. Both aremgjor threatsto our
national security and merit Significant resourcesand attention.

—Townhall.com, May 31, 2005



