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TheCastrolnfluence

by Paul Crespo, Page 3

Mr. Crespo explains that Castro is not just an
“aging and decrepit dictator,” but an “inspiration”
for anti-Americanism.
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South of theBor der

by Phil Brennan, Page4

“While Washington's attention is focused on the
Middle East, communism and communist terror-
ism are threatening America’s security in Latin
America”
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Castro'sCubaand theNAACP
by Steve Miller, Page5

Mr. Miller explains that dissidents see a double
standard toward blacks in Cuba.

Communist Venezuela, HereWe
Come

by Joseph Farah, Page 6

Read about the “ Cubanization” of a Western oil
power.

And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1

September 2003
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Fifty yearsago, W. Cleon Skousen wrote The Naked Communist. 1n that book
helisted 45 Communist goal sand noted that anyonewilling to do hisor her homework
i.e., read thereports of Congressional hearingstogether with available books by ex-
Communists“will find al of these Communi st objectivesdescribedin detail ”

Withthe U.S. Supreme Court’s sodomy decision on June 26, 2003 and the ever
present war against thefamily (“ Abolishthefamily” said Marx and Engelsin The Comt
munist Manifesto), itistimewe put before usonce again the goa s of Communism. And
sincethesewerelisted by Skousen 50 yearsago no one can contend that we cooked the
books. Look over each goal carefully and then decide how far down theroad we have
come.

Theawful truthiswehave comealong way toward their objectivesandwith Harvard
University publishing the new communist manifesto for the 21% century—abook called
Empire by Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri—it istime once again to enlighten our-
selvesfor battle.

I’m surewhentheBerlinWall fell that many thought the battlewasover. Yet nothing
could befurther fromthetruth. George Meany, former president of theAFL-CIO was
right after dl when he said, “ The conflict between communism and freedomisthe prob-
lemof our time. It overshadowsall other problems. Thisconflict mirrorsour age, itstail,
itstensions, itstruths, anditstasks. Onthe outcomeof thisconflict dependsthefuture of
al mankind.”

Of course, much of communism now goesunder various namesand labels(cultura
Marxism, post-modernism, post-structuralism, deconstructionism, politica correctness,
multiculturalism, etc, etc), but the end isthe death of freedom and all the good things
pertaining to Western cultureand Western civilization.

Here are the 45 goals of communism as stated by W. Cleon Skousen some 50
yearsago. Read them with understanding and discernment and don’t be fooled by
“President and Fellows of Harvard College” who copyrighted the updated communi st
manifesto—Empire.

1. U.S. acceptance of coexistence astheonly aternativeto atomic war.

2. U.S. willingnessto capitulatein preferenceto engaging in atomic war.

3. Developtheillusionthat total disarmament by the United Stateswould bea
demonstration of mora strength.

4. Permit freetrade between al nationsregardless of Communist affiliation and

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb



THE ScHwaRrz ReporT / SEPTEMBER 2003

regardless of whether or not items could be used for war.

5. Extension of long-term loansto Russiaand Soviet
Sadlites

6. Provide American aid to all nations regardless of
Communist domination.

7. Grant recognition of Red China. Admission of Red
Chinatothe UN.

8. Set up East and West Germany as separate statesin
spite of Khrushchev’spromisein 1955 to settlethe Germany
question by freedectionsunder supervision of the UN.

9. Prolong the conferenceto ban atomic tests because
the U.S. has agreed to suspend tests as|ong as negotiations
areinprogress.

10. Allow al Soviet Satellitesindividua representation
intheUN.

11.Promotethe U.N. asthe only hopefor mankind. If
its charter is rewritten, demand that it be set up as aone-
world government with its own independent armed forces.
(Some Communist leaders believe theworld can be taken
over aseasly by the UN asby Moscow. Sometimesthese
two centers compete with each other asthey arenow doing
inthe Congo.)

12. Resist any attempt to outlaw the Communist Party.

13. Doaway withdl loyalty oaths.

14. Continue giving Russiaaccessto the U.S. Patent
Office.

15. Capture one or both of the political partiesin the
United States.

16. Usetechnical decisionsof the courtsto weaken ba-
scAmeicaninditutionsby daimingther activitiesviolatecvil
rights.

17. Get control of theschools. Usethem astransmis-
sion beltsfor socialism and current Communist propaganda.
Soften the curriculum. Get control of teachers associations.
Put the party linein textbooks.

18. Gain control of al student newspapers.

19. Usestudent riotsto foment public protestsagainst
programsor organizationswhich areunder Communi<t attack.

20. Infiltratethe press. Get control of book review as-
sgnments, editoria writing, policy-making positions.

21. Gaincontrol of key positionsinradio, TV and mo-
tion pictures.

22. Continuediscrediting American culture by degrad-
ingal formsof artistic expresson. AnAmerican Communist
cell wastold to “eiminate al good scul pturefrom parksand
buildings, substitute shapel ess, awkward and meaningless
forms”

23. Control art critics and directors of art museums.
“Our planisto promote ugliness, repulsive, meaninglessart.”

24. Eliminatedl lawsgoverning obscenity by calingthem
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“censorship” and aviolation of free speech and free press.

25. Break down cultural standards of morality by pro-
moting pornography and obscenity in books, magazines, mo-
tion pictures, radioand TV.

26. Present homosexuality, degeneracy and promiscuity
as“normd, natura, hedlthy.”

27. Infiltratethe churchesand replacerevededreligion
with*“socid” religion. Discredit the Bibleand emphasizethe
need for intellectua maturity which doesnot need a“religious
crutch.”

28. Eliminate prayer or any phase of religiousexpres-
sionintheschoolsonthegroundthat it violatestheprinciple
of “ separation of church and state.”

29. Discredit theAmerican Congtitution by calingitin-
adequate, old-fashioned, out of step with modern needs, a
hindranceto cooperation between nations on aworld-wide
basis.

30. Discredit theAmerican founding fathers. Present
them as selfish aristocratswho had no concern for the* com-
monman.”

31. Bdlittleall formsof American cultureand discourage
the teaching of American history on theground that it was
only aminor part of “thebigpicture.” Givemoreemphasisto
Russian history sincethe Communiststook over.

32. Support any sociaist movement to give centralized
control over any part of the culture—education, socia agen-
cies, welfareprograms, mental health clinics, etc.

33. Eliminatedl lawsor procedureswhichinterferewith
the operation of the Communist apparatus.

34. Eliminate the House Committee on Un-American
Adtivities

35. Discredit and eventually dismantlethe FBI.

36. Infiltrateand gain control of more unions.

37. Infiltrateand gain control of big business.

38. Transfer some of the powersof arrest from the po-
liceto social agencies. Treat al behaviora problemsaspsy-
chiatric disorderswhich no one but psychiatrists can under-
stand or treat.

39. Dominatethe psychiatric profession and use mental
health lawsasameansof gaining coercive control over those
who oppose Communist goals.

40. Discredit thefamily asaninstitution. Encourage
promiscuity and easy divorce.

41. Emphasizethe need to raise children away fromthe
negativeinfluence of parents. Attribute prejudices, mental
blocksand retarding of childrento suppressiveinfluence of
parents.

42. Createtheimpressionthat violenceand insurrection
arelegitimate aspectsof theAmerican tradition; that Sudents
and special-interest groups should rise up and use“ united
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force” to solveeconomic, political or socia problems.

43. Overthrow al colonia governmentsbefore native
populationsare ready for self-government.

44. Internationalize the PanamaCand.

45. Repeal the Connaly Reservation sothe U.S. cannot
prevent the World Court from seizing jurisdiction over do-
mestic problems. GivetheWorld Court jurisdiction over na
tionsandindividuasdike.

TheCastro I nfluence

by Paul Crespo

Whilemany see Fidel Castro asan aging and decrepit
dictator who poseslittlethreat to America, heremainsthe
ingpiration for and godfather behind agrowing global anti-
American mafiaof rogue states, terrorist groupsand political
movements.

Thesefriends of Castro stretch from Latin Americato
theMiddle East, Asaand Africa, and have been cultivated
and devel oped by Castro during morethan four decadesin
pOower.

Cadtrorecently visted China, VignamandMdaysa where
hewasé ected president of the* non-aigned” movement, con-
gdingof 116traditiondly anti-American countries, beginningin
2006. InHanoi he repeated the familiar statement that the
“Americanempirewill eventualy bebrought toitsknees.”

Castro also hasvisited hisold friend, Libya sterrorist
leader Muammar Gadhafi, aswell asthelranianIdamicfun-
damentalist terror sponsor Ayatollah Ali Khamene and Syr-
ian dictator Bashar Assad. In Libya, Castro said the" Cuban
and Libyan revolutionshave similar objectives.” Inlranhe
also publicly stated, “ Together wewill bring Americatoits
knees.” Some have reported abiological weaponslink be-
tween Cubaand Iran, with Castro providing Iran “ dua use”
biotechnology in 2001. InJuly 2002 Castro declared an ex-
pansion of relationswith Iran.

Immediatdy followingtheBushadminigration’sindluson
of North KoreaintheAxisof Evil, dongwith Iranand Iraq,
Fidel Castro called for strengthening ties between Cubaand
North Korea. On Feb. 7, 2002, Castro praised hiscounter-
part, Kim Jong-il, and hisdefiant anti-American stance.

Senior North Korean and Cuban military leadersmetin
Pyongyang to “ strengthen rel ations between their armed
forces.” The Cuban delegation, led by Gen. Alvaro Lopez
Miera, viceminister and chief of staff of theidand’sRevolu-
tionary Armed Forces (FAR), wasreceived by the chief of
staff of the K orean People’ sArmy (KPA). Lopez Mieraisa
close confidant of Fidel’sbrother, Cuban Defense Minister
Raul Castro.

Castro’s primary focus, however, remains on Latin
Americaand hisright-hand man there, Venezuela sdictator,
Hugo Chavez. Chavez has stated that Cubaand Venezuela

are, ineffect, “oneteam.” Chavez and Castro meet and talk
regularly. Since 2000 Chavez hasprovided Castrowithmore
than $2 billionindirect sales. Defectors havereported that
Castro hasvirtually taken over Venezuela'sintelligence and
security service, DISIP, especialy the counterterrorism and
intelligence-andysissections.

Several thousand Cuban “ sportstrainers’ and “teach-
ers’ inVenezuelaareaso believed to be Cuban intelligence
operatives conducting communist indoctrination aswell as
training pro-Chavez paramilitary groupscaled Balivian Circles.
These armed groups have been used to intimidate Chavez's
democratic opposition.

Like Castro, Chavez isbelieved to be sympathetic with
and even helpful to variousterrorist groups. Senior American
military officiashaveexpressed concern about Chavez' ssup-
port for terror groupssuch asthe FARC (Revolutionary Armed
Forcesof Colombia), and defectors have reported Venezu-
elanlinksto Middle Easternterror groups. Most recently, a
potential Mudim suicide bomber arriving from Caracaswith
aVenezuel an passport wasarrested in London.

Castro also has promoted the international and anti-
American organi zation headquarteredin Brazil known asthe
Sao Paulo Forum. Brazil’snew president, Inacio Lulada
Silva, founded and becamethe chairman of thisgroup, which
isasuccessor to Castro’sold Tricontinental Congress and
servesasacoordinating body for anti-American, communist
and other radical and terror groupsin LatinAmerican. Its
annua meetingsfocuson bashingAmericaand capitadismwhile
promoting radical sociaism and communism under theguise
of leftist“ populism” and“ anti-globaism.”

TheForum’sgoal isto finance and support | eftist and
anti-American groupsand leadersthroughout LatinAmerica,
ultimately cresating anti-American regimesthat could, anong
other things, serve asbasesfor international terrorism.

Therecent eectionsof LuladaSilvain Brazil and Col.
Lino Gutierrezin Ecuador (a Chavez-supported former coup
plotter) were seen asvictoriesfor the Castro-Chavez axis
and the Forum. The next targets appear to be crisis-ridden
Argentinaand perhaps Paraguay and Boliviaaswell.

—NewsMax.com, August 2003, p. 64
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South of theBorder

by Phil Brennan

WhileWashington’sattention isfocused ontheMiddle
East, communism and communist terrorism arethreatening
America ssecurity in LatinAmerica, whereanother Axisof
Evil isspreadingitstentaclesthroughout theregion.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio LuladaSilvaisgetting
credit fromtheInternational Monetary Fund and Wall Street
for following the orthodox economic policiesof former Presi-
dent Fernando Cardoso while plunging hisnation into com-
munism and allying himself with Fidel Castro and Castro’'s
puppet in Venezuela, Hugo Chavez.

Soradicd istheregimeunder Lulathat the Rio de Janeiro
city council recently declared President Bush personanon
grataby passing aresol ution offered by Fernando Gusamo, a
councilman affiliated with Brazil’sCommunist Party.

Brazilian-American Gerald Brant, awriter and former
candidatefor Brazil’scongress, wrotethat “ anti-American
sentiment hasgrown so highin Brazil that President Bushre-
ceived alower gpproval rating among Braziliansthan Saddam
Husseininan opinion poll conducted during thewar inIrag
by therespected IBOPE Ingtitute. Thisphenomenonhassome
relation to the Brazilian Workers Party’s(known asPT) atti-
tudestowardsthe US.”

When Lulawas running for the presidency, Brant re-
ported, he covered up PT’s historic radicalism, but once
elected he was ableto pacify Wall Street while giving PT
cover togradually renationalize formerly privatized assets.
“Thisstrategy hasworked brilliantly, sofar,” Brant wrote.

“WhileBrazil’snew socidist government hasdrawn ap-
plausefromthelMFandfinancid cirdesfor continuing former
President Cardoso’ s orthodox economic policiesin order to
maintain bond and currency market stability, it has adopted
anaggressiveand nationdigticforeign policy clearly based on
PT doctrine.”

Rebuilding Communism

Brant pointshisfinger at Lula’sforeign policy adviser,
MarcoAurelio Garcia, anotorioushard-line Marxist opera-
tiveand founder and executive secretary of Sao Paulo Fo-
rum, acoalition of |eftist partiesand revol utionary movements
dedicated, Garciasays, to “ offsetting our lossesin Eastern
Europewithour victoriesin LatinAmerica”

In other words, rebuilding shattered world communism
inLatin America

A NewsMax.cominvestigation hasreveded that Garcia,
inhisroleashead of Sao Paulo Forum, controlsand coordi-
natestheactivitiesof subversvesand extremistsfromtheRio
Grandeto the southernmost tip of Argentina.

Thisnew axisof terrorism beginsin Cuba, thenworksits
way downto Colombia, financed with Venezuelan ail hillions,
andendsin Lula’sBrazil.

Inapolicy dictated by Havana, Garciahas shown spe-
cd interest interroris Manud MarulandaVe ez, aka“ Tirofijo,”
leader of theterrorist Revolutionary Armed Forces of Co-
lombia(FARC).

Every year snce 1990, Garciahasmadeit hispriority to
meet with FARC. The mesetingshavetaken placenot justin
Havana(with Fidd Castro himself dwayspresent) but dsoin
Mexico, whereMarcoAurelio Garciatravel ed to meet with
FARC member Marco Leo Calaraon Dec. 5, 2000.

What they talk about is a matter that remains behind
closed doors. But every timethey meet, FARC alwaysin-
creasesitsattacksintheweeksthat follow, withahigh costin
humanlives

Brazil’sforeign policy, under theguidance of Garcia, will
bedesignedin Havana. Garcia'sBrazil will actively work
against United Statespolicy, starting with its policy toward
Cadtro. “We Il attempt to eliminatethetrade embargo against
Cuba,” hepromises.

Garciadescribes PT as“radical, of theleft, sociaist.”
But heismorethan radical, and moreto theleft of mere so-
cidists. Garciais, infact, ahard-linecommunist. Hewants
torevivecommunism.

TheCommunist ‘AgendaisClear’

Inan article hewrote about Karl Marx’s The Commu-
nist Manifesto, he concluded: “Theagendaisclear. If this
new horizonwhichwesearchfor istill called communism, it
istimeto recongtituteit.”

Whereas Lulastrivesto fool theworld about thetrue
nature of hisMarxist regime, Garciamakes no bones about
what isgoing on. “Wehavetofirst givetheimpressionthat
wearedemocrats, initially, we haveto accept certain things.
But that won't last.”

Since Lulatook power on Jan. 1, hisgovernment has:

* goneback and forth on abandoning the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and building nuclear weapons.

» gone back and forth on offering exile to Saddam
Hussan.

* refused the Colombian government’ srequest to con-
sidertheFARC terrorists.

* shored up Chavez with oil shipmentsduring theheight
of theVenezuelan opposition’sstrike.

* declared a“strategic partnership” with communist
China

* abandoned scientific cooperation agreementswith the
u.s.

* gppointed asdlf-defined Trotskyiteand aCommunist
Party leader as Cabinet ministers.
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 repeatedly compared Free TradeAreaof theAmeri-
casto”U.S. annexation.”

« vocaly supported France' santi-war efforts.

» |obbied Chileto vote against the U.S. onthe U.N.
Security Council and abstained from condemning Castro’'s
crackdown on dissdentsat the U.N. Human Rights Commit-
teein Geneva

All of these are ominous signsfor the future of Latin
America. AsRichard Nixon onceremarked, “ AsgoesBrazil,
sogoesLainAmerica” If that'strue, LatinAmericaisheaded
for acommunist takeover.

Brantwrote: “Lula sbrand of socialismisbecominga

role model for the entireregion. Analystsconsider Nestor
Kirchner’sPresidential election victory in Argentinaaboon
to Mercosul (the customs union between Brazil, Argentina,
Uruguay, and Paraguay) and aserious setback for the FTAA
(FreeTradeAreaof theAmericas) negotiationswiththeU.S.”
Brant worriesthat “the entire South American continent
may begetting off thetrain. ...Fidel Castro’swildest revolu-
tionary ambitionsarebeing fulfilled right under thenoseof the
Bush administration. AsCastrooncesaid, ‘theU.S. can’t
attack usif therest of LatinAmericaisinflames.’”
—NewsMax.com, August 2003, p. 62, 63

Castro’'sCubaand the
NAACP

by Seve Miller

Cuban dissidentsyesterday accused the NAACP of a
double standard initspromotion of humanrights, defending
thoseof blacksin South Africawhileembracing—tather than
condemning—thetreatment of blacksin Cuba.

“1 have never heard of achapter of the NAACPtaking
an interest in the Cuban Negro,” said Eusebio Penalver
Mazorra, ablack Cuban who spent 28 of his69 yearsasa
jaled dissdent inthecommunist nation.

“Whilethey movedinapreciseway for solidarity to get
rid of apartheid in South Africa, we have never received their
support, even though we have asked for it.”

Mr. Mazorraispart of theMunicipaitiesof Cubain Ex-
ile, anumbrellagroup for severa factionsof the Cuban com-
munity who now liveinthe United States after beingjailed
under theregime of Cuban dictator Fidel Castro.

With the National Association for theAdvancement of
Colored Peopleholding its 94" annua convention here, Cu-
baninterest groups havelobbied for ameetingwithitspresi-
dent, Kweisi Mfume, who yesterday told The Washington
Times he understood the perception of such adouble stan-
dard.

“ Aslong asthey know that therewere other groupsalso
advocatingin SouthAfrica. Itwasn'tjusttheNAACR” said
Mr. Mfume.

Withregard to thosejailed by Mr. Castro, “Our concern
isright up therewith everyoneelse’s,” Mr. Mfumesaid. |
think there needsto beadiplomatic effort here, and | think it
will take negotiation, and most likely through back-channel
communications. But something hasto comeout of thisto
hel p rel ations between thetwo nations.”

TheUnited Statesmaintainsno diplomatic relationswith
Cuba, andtradeand travel are severely limited.

Of themany overturesmadeto him, Mr. Mfumeyester-
day chose to spend 90 minutes with the Cuban American
National Foundation, agroup that isseen by some Cubansas
too mainstream but that still wieldsapowerful anti-Castro
stance.

“What we did wasto establish a starting point,” said
CANF Executive Director Joe Garcia. The meeting wasat-
tended by some of Mr. Mfume' sgtaff, wewell asmembersof
theloca Cuban community.

“Heisawareof whatisgoingonin Cuba,” Mr. Garcia
said. “But | am awarethat we cannot deprogram himin one
hour. Clearly, thedebatein Cubaisoneof civil rightsand
justice. But what we did was create apoint of reference.”

Anti-Castro groups here have stepped up callsfor inter-
national action againgt Cubafor human rightsviolaionssince
theApril execution of three black Cubanswho attempted to
hijack aboat to Miami.

Theexecution drew the condemnation of theinternational
community and renewed accusations of racisminthe Castro
regime, which seized power in 1959. Cubais 70 percent
black, but few blacks occupy highranksin Mr. Castro’sgov-
ernment.

The NAACP did not comment on the executions.

AsMr. Garciamet with Mr. Mfumeyesterday, Venezu-
elan human-rights activist AnaMaria Lamar accused the
NAACP of hypocrisy for thetrade agreement it struck with
Mr. Castroduring afal visittotheidand.

During that trip, adelegation of 18, including NAACP
officialsand leadersof black farmer groups, madeadea un-
der which black American farmerswould sell their goodsto
Cuba.

continued on page 8
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Communist Venezudla, Here

WeCome
by Joseph Farah

Imagineif Fidel Castro discovered enough oil in Cubato
permit hisnation to become part of the powerful cartel known
asthe Organi zation of Petroleum Exporting Countries.

Somein U.S. intelligence and even the State Depart-
ment believe something asbad or worse hasindeed happened
withtheriseto power in Venezuelaof President Hugo Chavez.

Infact, when OPEC ministersmet in Caracas, Venezu-
ela, last week, the host country refused to seat arepresenta
tivefrom newly liberated Irag because of itstiesto the United
States.

Venezuela, which opposed the U.S. invasion of Irag,
won't recognize Iraq’ sdel egation to an Organi zation of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countriesmeeting July 31, theoil minister
said Friday.

Rafael Ramirez said no Iragi officia would bedlowedto
attend any OPEC mesting until an“ internationaly recognized’
governmentisin place.

“They can't attend the OPEC meeting,” hesaid. “ Per-
haps someArab states might meet with theminformally.”

Venezuelaistheworld’ sNo. 5 oil producer.

But Chavez didn’t just opposethe U.S. interventionin
Irag. It would not beunfair to say he supported the other side.

Venezudan military defectorssay theradica Chavez not
only getshispolitical inspiration from Fidel Castro, he has
devel oped tieswith terrorist groupsthroughout theworld, in-
cluding al-Qaida, and was at |east cordial inrelationswith
Saddam Hussain before hisgovernment was overthrown.

AsAir ForceMg. Juan Diaz Cadtillo, whowas Chavez's
pilot, told WorldNetDaily, “the American people should
awaken and beaware of theenemy they havejust threehours
flight fromthe United States.”

Diaz hastriedtowarn U.S. officialsof Chavez' sdirect
involvement withinternationd terrorismand hisformationof a
bloc of L atin American countriesopposed to the United States.

“My objective hereinthe U.S. isto show who Chavez
really isand the danger he representsfor thewhole Western
Hemisphereand especialy inVenezuda”

Diaz said hewas part of an operation in which Chavez
gave $1 millionto al-Qaidafor relocation costs, shortly after
the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States. He
isoneof morethan 100 military officerswho have quit the
Chavez regime as the president tries to hang on to power
amid amonth-long general strikethat hascut off oil exports,
hisprimary source of income.

In additionto hispurported al-Qaidalinks, Chavez has
been warmly received intravelsto Iraqg, Iran, Syria, North
Korea, Chinaand Libya.

Now therearerumorsin Caracasthat U.S. Ambassa-
dor Charles Shapiro may soon bedeclared personanon grata.

Sources close to the top say Chavez believes the
ambassador’sincread ng involvementinnationd affairsisamed
personaly againgt him. Someofficialsreacted withasigh of
relief asambassador Shapiro left on atwo-week vacation.

“Itisabreath of freshair,” said oneofficial reactingto
Shapiro’sdeparture. The ambassador, who had just attended
ameeting with Executive Vice Presdent Jose Vicente Rangd,
talked tojournalistson hisway out of the meeting and said:
“TheU.S. and Venezuelahave amemorablerelationship,”
reflecting on thelong | asting cooperation between thetwo
countries.

But theambassador could not refrainfrom dealing with
theimmediate problem of thetroubled country and told the
mediathe most important thing on the agendais® naming a
new board of the national electoral college asabeginning of
fulfilling a29th of May accord signed between the govern-
ment and the opposition.” Loca mediawerequick to say that
Ambassador Shapiro’sremarks echoed the views of many
who believeonly anew dectoral collegecan pavetheroadto
apossiblereferendum which could end theregimeof Chavez.

The rel ationshi ps between Washington and Caracas de-
teriorated following the 1998 |landslide el ection victory of
Chavez, arevolutionary paratrooper whoin 1992 led anun-
successful coup against the democratically el ected President
CarlosAndreasPerez. At that timethe colonel |ed the Revo-
lutionary Simon Bolivar Movement, aclandestine group of
left-wing officers. Observerssay itisironic theformer rebel
officer, wholed hundreds of soldierstothecapita inabloody
coup that resulted in the deaths of 120 people, isnow accus-
ing othersfor plotting againgt hisregime. Thecoupwasquelled
by soldiersloyal to the government and Chavez ended upin
jail where he stayed for two years. The president, once a
coup leader, isnow warning hissupporters, known as“ The
Red Berets,” of acoup against hisregime.

Thecolone gradudly becameapopular figure, thehero
of theleft, and the champion of the poor and the underprivi-
leged. Those groups backed him in hiselection campaign,
during which he preached for social and economic reform.
Hisclandestine group wasrenamed to The Movement of the
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Fifth Republic. Chavez took over from President Andreas
Perez, sentenced for embezzlement and corruption. Perezis
now hiding inthe Dominican Republic.

It waseasy to blamethepreviousadministration and the
country’selite and the Catholic Church for being al corrupt.
These accusations haunted Chavez himself asdisillusioned
workersand agroup of army officersforced histemporary
removal onApril 12, 2002, and the appointment of aninterim
government. The new government, under attack by TheRed
Beretsand pro-Chavez officers, created asituationinwhich
the caretaker government could not surviveand within days
Chavez wasback in office.

Following hisreturn to power, the president strength-
ened hisagendaon anumber of fronts, mainly through dra-
matic speeches and heated rhetoric. These speecheswere
amed against thetraditional Venezuelan power brokers, the
banking system, the capitalist-style economy and the Church.

Whilebusy pressuring the el ectorateto gradually change
the”Bolivarian Condtitution” tofit hisagenda, hedemongtrated
awarm andfriendly relationshipwith Castro. Intelligenceana
lystsbelieve thisfriendship between thetwo paved theway
for the Cubanintelligence smoveinto Venezud aand thearmy.
Somein the opposition are accusing the president of hiring
Cuban bodyguards and agitators, who, from timeto time,
participated in anti-opposition attacksfurther destabilizing the
country. Chavez was also the only western democratically
€lected president whoin 2002 madeapoint of visting Saddam
Husseinin Baghdad. Thisonitsown demonstrated hisanti-
American attitude and hisdefiance of President Bush.

Expertsandyzing Chavez' sclosere ationshipwith Castro
and hisBaghdad trip say heiswell aware of the power his
country gainsfromthehugeoil reserves.

During the period between January and June 2003, as
thegovernment was practically forced into negotiationswith
theopposition, the U.S,, freefrom concernsover theflow of
oil, started to take amore open position on Venezuela. Since
then Ambassador Shapiro, backed by the State Department,
got moreand moreinvolvedintheinternd politicsof Venezu-
ela. Theambassador’s statements and those of other State
Department officid sleft no doubt the U.S. washoping ademo-
cratic systemwould alow areferendum to end the political
career of the paratrooper dubbed Castro’sbest friend.

Lately the president isbeing criticized by some of the
same groups who supported him following his 1992 coup
attempt. Heisnow being accused of behaving asadictator

rather than asademocratic head of state. Also criticizinghim
isthe Human Rights Watch organization. A July 18 HRW
document on Venezuel adealt with the Supreme Court deci-
sontouphold*“prior censorshipand ‘insultlaws.”” TheHRW
criticized the Supreme Court, which based itsdecision on
constitutional changesand threatsaimed at thejustices.

The court stated that under articles 148 and 149 of the
Criminal Code, people can beimprisoned for insulting “ by
speech or inwriting” the president, the vice president, the
president of thelegid ature, the chief justice and numerous
other government officials, or by showing them*“lack of re-
spect in any other way.” Article 150 prohibitsanyonefrom
insulting thelegidature, thejudiciary and the cabinet. Human
rights activists pointed out that the court’sdecisionsdisre-
garded, not only democracy and theright of free speech, but
also article 13 of the American convention on human rights
and censorship. In 1995 the Inter American Commission of
Human Rights published areport on‘insult laws withthecon-
clusion “the special protection desacato laws (laws endan-
gering freedom of the press) ... are not congruent with the
obj ective of ademocratic society to foster public debate.”

The Chavez administration saw the Supreme Court deci-
sionasvindication of their ongoing vocal, at timesbrutal, at-
tacksonthemedia. They assumed the mediashould and could
bereined in. Decisions made by the government prohibited
televisionand radio from reporting on violent demondtrations
andriots Astheworld shumanrightscommunitiesweresound-
ingthedarm, the president and histop ministersdid not yield.

Themost alarming move by the president and chief of
staff teamisthe planto createareserveterritoria army, ap-
parently following the Cuban model. Thearmy will introduce
the new unitsasoperational by June 24, 2004, when theter-
ritorial reserveforcewill include 250,000 men, comprised of
soldiersand volunteers. Thefirst unitswereintroduced as
they paraded with thearmy on thelast Armed Forces Day.
The opposition reacted immediately with criticismclaiming
the Chavez plan wasintended to enabl e the government to
declareastate of emergency whenever it suited itspurpose.

Western intelligence officers are convinced the new
territorialsare being formed and trained with direct Cuban
involvement. Cubais also seen as being behind Chavez's
friendly overturesto the Colombian | eft-wing guerrillas.

—WorldNetDaily, July 28, 2003
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“[Mr.Mfume] ishe pingtosubsdizearegimewhileblacks
arebeingimprisoned and executed,” said MissLamar.

“Weare asking that theNAACPbe consistent inits hu-
manrightspolicies,” shesad. “Maybenow that the national
leadersare here and preparing to hold a Caribbean summit,
they will usewhat we know about how Castro treats blacks
asthey speak.”

Mr. Mfumesaid that therearewaysto ded with Castro’s
actions.

“What we hopewe can doistowork in coalition with
these[ Cuban humanrights] groups,” hesaid.

Despite histough talk on Castro yesterday, Mr. Mfume
haspraised Cubain several discussionsthisweek.

Mr. Mfumerecounted afal trip to Cubaduring apress
conference over theweekend: “Wemet withAfrican Ameri-
can studentswho matri cul ated from Cuba—by theway, a no
cost—from all over the U.S. becausethey couldn’'t get into
medical school here because of thissystem that still some-
timescreatesimpediments.”

Hehasd solauded Cuba’ snational health care planand

praised its public education.

OnMonday, Miami-DadeMayor Alex Pendas, himsdlf
aCuban, further inflamed somelocal Cubansby apologizing
to South African leader Nelson Mandeafor asnub by Miami
city officialshereduringavisitin 1990. Officialsrefusedto
welcome Mr. Mandela because of his close tieswith Mr.
Castro.

The apology was made during the mayor’sopening re-
marksat the convention.

Mr. Mandelahad enraged the official swith comments
he madein Havanaabout Cuban exilesin Miami.

“Who arethey to cal for an observance of humanrights
inCuba?’ Mr. Mandelaasked inaspeech. “They kept quiet
for 42 yearswhen human rightswere attacked in South Af-
rca”

“Whereisour apology fromMandela?’ asked Ernesto
Diaz Rodriquez, aCubanimmigrant. “Our mayor, aCuban,
apologizesfor no reason. And he doesnot mention the op-
pression of blacksin our country.”

—The Washington Times, July 16, 2003, p. 1
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