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Fidel Castro’'sCNN Connection

by Rich Noyes

Cubawonre-eectiontotheU. N. Human Rights Commisson despiteitsjailing and
executionsof political opponents, prompting the U.S. del egation to walk out of the U.N.
sessionin protest.

TheWhite House deplored Cuba sre-election, noting it comesweeks after itim-
prisoned 75 opposition leaders, including librariansand journalists, and executed three
men who tried to hijack aferry to the United States. The re-election adds fuelsto
Washington'scriticism of theworld organization after thefailed U.S. effort towin Secu-
rity Council support for thewar onlraq. TheBush administrationisalso still smarting
fromitsloss of the commission seat the United Statesheld since 1947. It lost the seat
twoyearsago, but regainedit last year.

—News Services, April 30, 2003

Seeif any of thissoundsfamiliar: Anoppressivedictator who'san international
pariah; atotalitarian regimewith an abysmal human-rightsrecord; secret policewho
harassandimprison local journalists; and the ubiquitous presence of CNN—cozily en-
sconcedinthecapita, blandly repeating the government’ s pronouncements, whiledoing
littleto highlight the plight of repressed citizens.

Thinking of Iraq under Saddam Hussein? How about Fiddl Castro’s Cuba, theonly
communist dictatorship in the Western Hemisphere? 1n 1997, CNN becamethefirst
U.S.-based news organization with afulltime newsbureau in Cubain nearly 30 years.
Asanindependent newsorganization, CNN had achanceto show Americanstheredity
of Mr. Castro’sdictatorship. On her first day, incoming Havanabureau chief Lucia
Newman promised viewersthat “wewill begiventota freedomto dowhat wewant and
towork without prior censorship.”

Mr. Castro shouldn’t havelost much sleep worrying whether CNN would reveal
theawful detailsof hisdictatorship. Last year, MediaResearch Center Senior News
Anayst Geoff Dickensand | reviewed fiveyearsof CNN’sCubanews, fromMarch 17,
1997, the date the Havana bureau was established, through March 17, 2002. Instead of
exposing theregime, CNN had alowed itself to become another component of another
dictator’spropagandamachine.

Rather than promoting adiversity of opinion, CNN mainly gavethecommunistsa
chanceto promotetheir agendato aninternational audience. Yes, the network aired a
few sound bitesfrom catholic church leaders (atotal of 11 on-air quotes) and peaceful

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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dissidents (12 quotes), but these voiceswere swamped by
quotesfrom Fidel Castro and smooth English-speaking pro-
pagandigtslikeNationa Assembly President RicardoAlarcon,
theTariqgAziz of the Caribbean (76).

CNN'’saudience aso heard from everyday Cubans, but
few were shown saying anything disagreeableto Mr. Castro.
CNN showed 61 Cuban citizens praising the communists,
compared with only 11 who dared to dissent. To givethe
mideadingimpression that Castro’sregimeishugely popular
among the Cubansisintellectualy dishonest, but thereit was.

Only oncedid we notice CNN acknowledging the con-
sequences of candor. On December 13, 1998, reporter Su-
san Candiotti showed acommunist youthrally. A bystander
complained to CNN: “Cubameansoneparty. You seehow
fanaticthe peopleare.” Ms. Cadiotti related what happened
next: “As he spoke with CNN, a crowd gathered around
him. Momentslater, ashetried toleave, agroup swept around
him. Then, two men hustled him down the street. Wewere
prevented from following by several who waved the Cuban
flag and chanted, ‘Fidel.”” CNN'’spictures showed theman
being whisked away, hisfeet barely touching theground. Ms.
Candiotti followed up, buttonoavail: “A government spokes-
person said he knew nothing of theincident and insisted all
Cubansare guaranteed fundamenta human rightsmade pos-
sbleby therevolution.”

CNN broadcastsdmost nothing about Mr. Castro’sawful
human-rightsrecord, adeliberateand shameful omisson. Just
seven of 212 stories (or 3 percent) focused ontheregime's
treatment of dissidents; only four stories(2 percent) concerned
themsalveswith thelack of democracy; and only two stories

(lessthan 1 percent) spotlighted theintimidation of journal-
ists. Somuchfor the*truth.”

Instead, CNN’scoveragefocused on everyday life, giv-
ing the sensethat Cubaisjust anormal country. Instories
that could have originated from Cleveland or Atlanta, CNN
profiled apromising young ballering, interviewed a94-year-
old guitar player and toured ahistoric hotel. OneAugust day
in 1998, reporter John Zarrellatalked to Cubanswaiting for
hoursinthesun: “Theeventua reward, way up at the head of
theline, isabowl! of summer-heat-quenching, palate-pleas-
ing, cover-your-face-in-it-icecream.”

Thismonth, Cuban authoritiesheld shamtrialsfor 28
independent journalistsarrested in acrackdown that began
March 18. For the“crime” of trying to report thetrue story of
Castro'sthugocracy, the Cubanswere sentenced to between
14 to 27 yearsin prison. Secretary of State Colin Powell
calledthe new repression “despicable.” Although CNN did
report Cuba' squick execution last Friday of threemenwho
hijacked aboat, the network has not reported theimprison-
ment of thesejournalists.

CNN’spresencein Cubacould have bolstered local re-
porters. CNN could have used its unique bureau to dig out
storiesthat revealed the brutal nature of theregime. CNN
could have embarrassed Mr. Castro by frequently demand-
ing accesstoimprisoned dissdents. But rather than exposing
Mr. Castro, CNN gave him aninternational platform.

Given theawfulness of the secretswe now know CNN
washiding for Saddam, it'sfair to ask whether CNN isdoing
thesamefor Fiddl.

—TheWashington Times, April 17, 2003, p. A21

Castro’'sHeavy Communist
Hand, Part |

by Bart Gobell

Withtheone-year anniversary of former Presdent Immy
Carter’stripto Cubafast approaching, weredizethat history
hasrepeated itself and Cuba sbrutal dictator has played Mr.
Carter onceagain asafool.

Thefirg timewasin 1980, when after relations (or inthe
diplomatic spesk, “interests’) wereestablished with Mr. Cagtro,
then-President Carter saw over 124,000 Cuban immigrants
leave Mr. Castro’sidand-fortresson shabbily congtructed rafts
inaneffort to build abetter lifeinthe United States. Many—if
not most—of theseimmigrantsleft Mr. Castro’sbrutality and
successfully became part of the American dream. However, a
amal amount of theseimmigrantsweresent totheUnited States
directly from Cuba'sjailsand mentd inditutions. Sendingthese

individua stothe United Statesnot only freed Mr. Castrofrom
having to provide appropriate servicesto these peoplebut it
asodlowed himtolaugha how hejust duped Mr. Carter into
believing that hisagreement to haverelationswith the United
Stateswaswell-intended.

Today, we again see Mr. Castro laughing at Mr. Carter
and hisnescient ways. Thebrutd dictator not only hascracked
down on free speech and actions, but has also demoralized
and segregated thoseindividua swho peacefully have strived
tolead othersin Cubato thewarmth of freedom.

Specifically, the Castro regime hasrecently sentenced
journalists, economists and other human-rightsactiviststo
prisonfor 27 yearsfor doing what many of usdoonadaily
basisinthe United States. speak freely to our fellow citizens
and petition our own government.

A casein point isHector Palacios, aleader and orga-
nizer of the VarelaProject, who wasrecently sentenced to 25
yearsinprison. TheVarelaProject isan effort to use consti-
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tutional avenuesto bring actua freedomsof speech and asso-
ciation, amnesty for political prisonersand leeway for free
enterprise and thecitizensof that nation. Whilemost of usin
the United Stateswill agreethat thesearebasicrights, it has
taken Mr. Palaciosand his patriots much sacrificeto garner
the 11,600 signaturesthat were part of thispetitionfiled with
the Cuban government. Whilethegovernment hassat idly on
the petition, itsactionstoward thosewho have brought it for-
ward have been anything butidle. Thishasclearly beendem-
onstrated by the recent crackdown on those who wish to
bring freedom to anation and its people, who are suffocating
inadesert of oppression.

While Mr. Castro hasinitiated thisseaof brutaity, Mr.
Carter and hisNobel Peace Prize haveremained silent. This
isdespitethefact that hisop-ed piece published in TheWash-
ington Post upon hisreturn from thecommunistidand stated

that, “thereareindications of opennessand reformin Cuba’
aswell as Cubansbeing“ permitted to hear aclear voicecall-
ing for freedom of speech and assembly, the organization of
labor unionsand opposition political parties.”

During hisvistto Cuba, Mr. Carter publicized theVardla
Project during his speech to the Cuban people and even met
withMr. Pdacios. Mr. Castro'sactionscontradict Mr. Carter’s
assertionsabout Cuba. And accordingly, Mr. Carter should
either retract his preciouswords or issue anew statement
expressing hisoutrage over Mr. Castro’saction.

Otherwise Mr. Palaciosand hisband of visionarieswill
continuetostinjall cellsfor promoting freedom and ask them-
selves, “Mr. Carter, whereisthe outrage? Whereisthe out-
rage, youfool ?’

—TheWashington Times, April 18, 2003, p. A21

Castro’'sHeavy Communist
Hand, Part ||

by Amy Fagan

The Cuban government has* carried out itsmost signifi-
cant act of political repression in decades,” arresting more
than 100 people since mid-March astheworld wasfocused
onthewar inlraq, aState Department official told aHouse
panel yesterday.

“Dissdentswereimprisoned for writing ‘ counterrevo-
lutionary articles,” running independent librariesand belong-
ingto‘illega’ groupsof independent journalists,” J. Curtis
Struble, acting ass stant secretary of statefor Western Hemi-
sphereaffairs, told the House I nternational Relations Com-
mittee.

The Cubansfaced “ spuriouscharges’ of subversonand
treason, and 75 of them were sentenced to long prison sen-
tencesafter secretivetrials, said LorneW. Craner, assistant
secretary of statefor demacracy, human rightsand labor.

Cuba’s actions have drawn outrage from many coun-
tries, the European Union and international human rightsor-
ganizations. President Bush, Secretary of StateColin L. Powell
and John D. Negroponte, the U.S. ambassador to the United
Nations, al made strong statements condemning the arrests.

The U.N. Commission on Human Rightsin Genevais
considering aresolution that urges Cubato allow ahuman
rightsenvoy tovisit the prisoners. Theresolutionwasintro-
duced by CostaRica, Peru and Uruguay, andissupported by
the United States. Cubadenied asimilar request in 2002.

Many of the arrested dissidentsfaced charges of con-
spiringwith U.S. diplomatsat the United States I nterests Sec-

tionin Havana, Mr. Craner said.

Fidd Castro’'sgovernment haslong claimed that theonly
opposition to the Cuban government has been “ created” by
the U.S. government through the interests section, said Mr.
Struble. The office promotes democratic changein Cuba
and distributesinformation about the United States.

Rep. Christopher H. Smith, the New Jersey Republican
who chaired yesterday’shearing, said Mr. Castrowas* shift-
ing theblame” and that Congress demanded “immediatere-
lease’ of the prisoners.

Mr. Struble said thereal reason for Mr. Castro’s crack-
down was* because the homegrown oppositionislosing its
fear of theregime and growing in strength and credibility.”

Twenty of those arrested had supported the Varela
Project, agroup working for anationa referendum on politi-
ca and economic reformsin Cuba, which hasgrown sizably,
obtained morethan 11,000 signatures and received interna-
tional praiseand recognition.

Theleader of the group Asamblea, which seeksto cre-
ate nationwide organizationsto pursuepolitical reform, was
sentenced to 20 yearsin prison. Cuba smost prominent in-
dependent |abor leader wasgiven 25 years.

Somewerearrested for running independent libraries of
uncensored booksor for being independent journalists.

KarenA. Harbert, deputy ass stant administrator for Latin

continued on Page 7
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TheGathering Storm

by Seven C. Baker

InitsNationa Strategy for Combating Terrorism (Feb.
2003) the WhiteHouse outlined apolicy that callsfor “direct
and continuous actions against terrorist groups, the cumula-
tiveeffect of which will initially disrupt, over timedegrade,
and ultimately destroy theterrorist organizations.” Theplan
a so recognizesthat “the morefrequently and relentlesdy we
driketheterroristsacrossal fronts, usng dl thetoolsof state-
craft, themoreeffectivewewill be.”

If thisisto bethemeasure of an effective counter-terror
policy, then the Bush Administration must beginto apply its
tenetsmoreaggressvely againgt theincreasing number of ter-
rorist organizations—either indigenous groupswith global
reach or internationa entitiessuch asHizbalah, Idamic Jhad,
or al-Qaeda — that have begun to operate in the Western
Hemisphere with the acquiescence of variousanti-U.S. re-
gimes.

The current governments of Brazil (da Silva), Cuba
(Castro), and Venezuela(Chavez) are each hometo the sort
of anti-American fervor that formsthe foundation for most
terrorist safehavens. Even moreworrisome, they stand poised
to remake South Americain theirimagethrough awell-orga-
nized strategy that bringsto power — vialegitimate means
(i.e. elections) — other leftist leaderswhose politica agendas
and support for terrorist organizationswill undermine U.S.
interestsand the overall security of theWestern Hemisphere.
Therewill be seriouslong-termimplicationsif theU.S. does
not devel op amore efficacious strategic policy to deal with
thegrowing influence of these communist devotees.

On 7 August, 2002 Former National Security Council
member and senior fellow at the Hudson Institute, Dr.
Constantine Mengeswrotein the Washington Timesthat a
“Castro-Chavez-daSilva’ axiscould directly threaten the
security of the United States. Among other points, heargued
that thisaxiswould link “43 yearsof Fidel Castro’spolitical
warfareagainst the[U.S.] withthe oil wealth of Venezuela
and the nuclear weapons/ballistic missile and economic po-
tentid of Brazil.”

Dr. Mengeshasidentified the Brazilianleader Luiz Inacio
“Lula’ daSilvaasakey player intheaxisand hehaswarned
that Lula sstewardship of the Forum of Sao Paolo—theprog-
eny of Castro’s “Tricontinental Congress’ which helped
transnational terrorist organizationssynchronizetheir efforts
during thelate 1960sto undermine U.S. national security—
will help pro-Castro candidates mount strong political cam-
pai gnsthroughout South America. Furthermore, henotesina
10 December, 2002 Washington Times article that the Fo-

rum of Sao Pauloincludes*® dl thecommunist andradical po-
litical partiesand armed communist terrorist organizations of
L atin Americatogether with terrorist groupsfrom Europe
(IRA, ETA) andtheMiddle East (PFLP-GC), aswell aspar-
ticipantsfrom Irag, Libya, Cubaand other state sponsors of
terrorism.”

Similarly, the Chairman of theHouse International Rela-
tions Committee, Henry Hyde, in aletter to President Bush
dated 24 October 2002, described LuladaSilvaasa“ pro-
Castroradical” and cautioned that anew “axisof evil inthe
Americas’ could beafoot. Congressman Hydea so detailed
Brazil’sexperiment with anuclear weapons program (1965-
1994) anditssuccessin creating a“ 30 kiloton nuclear bomb,
which could bequickly tested if the program wererevived.”
Indl likelihood thiswill occur if Luld sstated intentiontowith-
draw Brazil fromthe Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
isnot contravened sharply by the United States.

Presdent daSilva sinvolvement with the Forum of Sao
Paolo may a so explain hisrefusal to classify the FuerzasAr-
madas Revolucionariasde Colombia(FARC) —acommunist
insurgency whose goal it isto destroy the democratically
elected government of President Alvaro Uribe—aterrorist
organization. Instead, on 4 March 2003 the Latin American
Weekly Report noted that Brazil’s Foreign Minister Celso
Amorimfelt that labeling the FARC aterrorist organization
was more about “semantics’ than terrorism. Not so for
Colombia sembettled President, who could not disagreemore
withtheBrazilian government’ sposition. Hetold United Press
International on 7 March 2003 that it is more than appro-
priateto designate as“terrorists’ those groupsthat detonate
car bombs. “Itisnot avaluejudgment,” heargued, “itister-
rorigm.”

Asfor Fidel Castro, itisimportant to mention histripto
theldamic Republic of Iranin May 2001 where, according
to Agence France Presse, he declared that “ Iran and Cuba,
in cooperationwith each other, canbring Americatoitsknees”
Couldthisportend the formation of aterrorist-WMD nexus
inthe Western Hemi sphere?

Itisawell established fact that Iran funds, trains, and
provides safehaven for notorious terrorist organizations
Hizballah, Hamas, and the Palestinian | amic Jhad —an en-
tity that Attorney Genera John Ashcroft hasdescribed sepa-
rately as* oneof themost violent terrorist organi zationsinthe
world.” Itisalsorecognized that Iranistrying to acquirea
nuclear weapons capability. The Washington Post reported
on 10 March, 2003 that by 2005 Iran could “ be capabl e of
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produci ng enough enriched uranium for severd nuclear bombs
eachyear.” Therefore, any affiliation between Cubaand Iran
should betreated asadirect threet to the security of the United
States. It may a so forewarn of thelikelihood that pro-Castro
|eaders—some of whom already show atolerancefor terror-
ist organizations and a penchant for nuclear weaponry —will
joinwith other state sponsorsof terrorism around theworld
to threaten the security of the United States.

Finaly, therule of Venezuela'scurrent President Hugo
Chavez is even more problematic now that he has, for all
intentsand purposes, anally in‘Lula daSilva. Inthesame
aforesaid October 2002 |etter to President Bush, Congress-
man Henry Hyde al so warned that Chavez'srulethreatens
“thewell-being and security of peoplein neighboring demo-
cratic countriesaswell asto the United States.” Hecharged
that Hugo Chavez “forged public allianceswith states spon-
sorsof terrorismincluding Cuba, Irag, and Iran...” and“ sup-
ported terrorist organizations’ including the FARC in Colom-
bia

Thereisalarger point to make regarding the subject of
state-sponsorship of terrorism. Many Western Hemispheric
satesemploy condemnatory languageto distancethemselves
from specific actsof terror whilethe groupsthat are respon-
siblefor such ignoble behavior escape seriousrebuke. It has
become an international ly accepted practiceto exploit vacu-
ousrhetoricin such amanner that astate can appear “with”
theUnited Stateswhileacting“ againg” itsstruggleto root out
terrorists. The United Statesmust ing st that oppositiontoter-
rorism begin with adenouncement of those who carry out
such acts. Without taking thisbasi c first step any subsequent
actionto combat international terrorismwill bedisingenuous.

For instance, the Consultation of Ministersof Foreign
Affairs of the Organization of American States met on 21
September, 2001 to reaffirm “the absol ute rejection by the
people and governments of the Americas of terroristsacts
and activities, which endanger democracy and the security
of the states of the Hemisphere.”

Almost onemonth later, on 15 October, 2001, thelnter-
American CommitteeAgaing Terrorism (CICTE) promul gated
adeclaration that expressed its* most vigorous condemnation
of theterrorist actsthat occurred on the United Statesterri-
tory” on 11 September, 2001.

The Inter-American Convention Against Terrorism
(adopted on 3 June, 2002) reaffirmstwo interesting points. It
saysthat the parties (including Brazil and Venezuel a) recog-
nize“the need to adopt effective stepsin theinter-American
system to prevent, punish, and eliminateterrorismthrough
the broadest cooperation.” Furthermore, its expressesthe
“commitment of the statesto prevent, combat, punish and
eliminateterrorism.”

The af orementioned exampl es congtitute acounter-ter-
ror paradigm that isweak and illusory. No state can be per-
mitted to focusthe magjority of itsattention and resourceson
the symptomsrather than the sources of theterrorist prob-
lem. Moreover, thereisadearth of anti-terror phraseol ogy to
addressthe problem of regimesthat support terrorist groups
inother countries. The Convention only exhortseach stateto
deny sanctiontoterrorist groups* withintherr territories’ (read:
“withintheir [respective] territories’).

The United Statesisnow at acrossroads.

First, the United States must buck what isbecoming a
trend in the Western Hemisphere; namely, that democratic
meansare being manipulated by | eftist |eadersto precludethe
United Statesfrom affecting or supporting “regime change,”
lest it appear to subvert the democratic process. To thisend,
the removal of Fidel Castro from power could provide a
benchmark against which al pro-Castro leaders can judge
their futurebehavior.

Moreover, acongressonally approved regimechangein
Cubacould at thismoment accomplish three other important
tasks: One, Fidel Castro’sabsence would have adetumes-
cent effect on thoseleftistswho exhibit apenchant for Castro-
ism. Two, apositive regime change would eliminate Fidel
Castro'sideational inspiration, which servesasthe greatest
sourceof intellectual, ideological, and politica anti-Ameri-
canismintheregion. Three, the United Stateswould destroy
one of themost powerful logistical infrastructuresfor sup-
porting terrorist movements. Cuba smilitary andintelligence
advisorswould nolonger be ableto assist anti-U.S. regimes
or terrorist organi zations.

Second, The United States must demand that Brazil
abandon any material attempt to obtain weapons of mass
destruction. Any evidenceto the contrary should result in dev-
astating consequences. On theterror front, the United States
cantest theveracity of Brazil’snumerous pledgestofight ter-
rorism by requesting an unequivoca denunciationof theFARC
and an exhibition of the appropriate legal measuresto sup-
port thisrhetorical decision.

Third, without Fidel Castro’sintellectud, ideologica, and
political influence, Hugo Chavez would assumethe status of
an unimpressive despot akin to Saddam Hussein's Yasser
Arafat. At that point hemight bemoreeasily contained until a
future date when the peopl e of Venezuel acan be encouraged
to elect someone more competent to lead that great country.

Unlessthe United States government adoptsacoherent
Western Hemi spheric strategy to counter theinfluence of the
Castro-daSilva-Chavez tripartite, one can expect to witness
thegrowth of this“axis” and aconcomitant riseinterrorist-

continued on Page 7
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Castro, Human Rightsand

L atin Anti-Americanism
by Michael Radu

Recently, following apattern understood by al but Ameri-
canliberds, Fidel Castro again did something heawaysdoes
inresponseto U.S. effortsto improverelationswith Cuba
He answered renewed congressional effortsto weaken the
embargo by cracking down on the opposition. In the past,
when then-President JJmmy Carter tried toimproveties, we
wound upwiththeMariel exodusand theemptying of Cuba's
jalsthroughmigrationtothe U.S.; when Bill Clintontriedto
improverelations, it ended up with American citizensbeing
blown out of the skies by Castro’sfighter planesand yet
another mass send-off to Florida. Thistime, when acombi-
nation of greedy Republicansfromfarm statesand leftist Demo-
cratstried to weaken the embargo in the name of freetrade,
Castro answered by jailing 79 dissidentsfor sentencestotal-
ing over 2,000 years.

Eventhecommunist, Portuguese José Saramago, Nobel
laureatein Literature and supporter of any leftist causethis
sdeof theMilky Way, declared inaninterview with Spain’'s
El Paisthat “ Thisismy limit.” (* Saramago criticagecuciones
en Cuba,” AP, April 14). Thisremindsone of thelate 1960s,
when Castro’'s Stalin-like purges of intell ectual sforced Jean-
Paul Sartre, another lifelong fellow traveler, toreach hislimit
with Fidel. And Miguel Vivanco of Human Rights Watch,
whaosegoa seemsto beindirectly helpingtheMarxist-Leninist
terrorists/drug traffickersof Colombia sRevolutionary Armed
Forces(FARC) by blasting every effort of that country’sdemo-
cratic government tofight FARC, also seemsto have seenthe
light. Hecriticized the UN Human Rights Commission’spro-
posed resol ution condemning Castro’ s persecution of dissi-
dents and demanding that they bereleased as“weak . . . a
daponthewrist.”

Those conversons, dong withthefact that the UN reso-
lutionwas submitted by CostaRica, Nicaragua, Uruguay and
Peru, are the good newsfrom aUN organization now im-
probably chaired by Libya. CostaRicaaside, the L atin spon-
sorshave paid heavy pricesinfighting and defesting Marxi -
Leninistinsurgenciesover the past few decades. They know
what communismis, does, and may lead to.

Thereisanother, less symbolic but darker sideto the
issue. Argentine president Eduardo Duha de, alameduck but
nonethel essrepresentative of hispeople sfeelings, declared
that Argentinawill abstainfrom voting onthe Resolution, call-
ing thetiming of thevote“inopportune’ giventhe* unilatera

war [inlraq] that hasviolated humanrights.” Brazil will also
abstain and in Mexico some 50 |eftist intellectualsand the
majority in the Mexican Congress have asked President
Vicente Fox to abstain aswell. They could not bring them-
selvesto support Havana, but, again using Iraq asapretext,
claimed that abstention isthe best way to deal with Castro.
AsMexico’shuman rights ombudsman stated, regretfully,
“only poor countriesare condemned” and thus, in hislogic,
condemning Cubaisunfair—in effect asking for somekind of
proportiona condemnation, regardiessof redities.

Ultimately it comes down to fundamental differences
among the Latin countries. The politicsof most of thelarger
of them vis-&-visthe United States are adol escent, based on
the desire to demonstrate independence from Washington.
Nowhereisthismoreevident thanin Mexico. To support the
U.S. position on any matter, from the treatment of rockson
Marsto dissidentsin Cuba, ispoliticaly dangerous, opening
aleader to accusationsfrom theintellectual eitesof beinga
“gringo puppet.” These elites have adisproportionate, and
usua ly nociveimpact on palitics. In Brazil those sentiments
areenhanced by most Brazilians' emotiona belief that their
country, by virtue of itssizeand rel ative economic power, is
entitled to aleading rolethat Washington unfairly challenges.

It wasthevery sameadolescent politicsthat ed theleft-
of-center governmentsof Brazil, Ecuador, and Venezudato
recently refuseto do the obvious, common-sensething: to
declareasterroriststhethreeirregular forces—FARC, the
smdler, dsocommunist Nationd LiberationArmy (ELN), and
theanti-communistsof the United Self-Defense of Colombia
(AUC)—that aretrying to destroy or avoid the democratic
government of neighboring Colombia. They refusedto do so
despitethefact that FARC at |east, and certainly soon enough
theAUC, whichishunting them, operates acrossthe borders
in Panama, Ecuador, Brazil, and especidly Venezuela, whose
government isopenly supportiveof theinsurgents.

Inthe case of Mexico, which hasaseat inthe UN Secu-
rity Council (likely to thechagrin of President Fox), not sup-
porting the U.S. approachto thelragissuewasnot aforeign
policy or national interest issue, but oneof national identity.
Supporting the United Statesisa“ sell—out to the gringos.”
Teenagersof theworld, unite!

InChile, themost rationa and pragmatic country inLatin
Americaand certainly themost successful in economic, free-
market terms, the story isthe same, and equally depressing.
Presdent Lagos, aSodidistleadingacaditionwiththe Chridtian
Democrats, had never behaved asasocialist in either eco-
nomic or political termsuntil Irag, when he had Chilewith-
hold support for the United Statesin the Security Council.
Why?Because of anti-Americanism. It doesnot cost much, it
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ispopular—especidly in acountry where hating capitalism
and the United Statesis still popular among elites and the
small (3 percentinthelast e ections) but organizationally ef-
fective Communist Party. Likewisewith enthusiastically sup-
porting whatever Havanadoes. Furthermore, Santiago, like
Ciudad deMexico, Brasilia, and BuenosAires, till hasdiffi-
culty understanding that Washington islesstolerant of adoles-
cent games now than prior to 9/11. When President Bush
stated that “thosewho are not with usare against us’ inthe
war onterror, most Latinsdid not takeit serioudly. They may
well haveto now.

Ultimatdy, abstaining on or voting againg alargely mean-
inglessUN criticism of Cubaisitself irrelevant. However, a
combined accumulation of Latin American positionssuggests
that when it comesto choosing between the obviousviola-
tionsof freedom by one of their own (Havana) and support-
ing anything proposed by the United States, most L atin Amei-
can governmentswill choose oppos ng Washington.

Understanding this, now let’sconsider both Castro’sre-
cent summary execution of theferryboat hijackersand the
broader issue of how these Latin American attitudestoward
U.S. globd positionswill affect their U.S. relations.

Onthefirst issue, thereisonly onething to say: ahi-
jacker isahijacker, period. Asfor capita punishment, it re-
mainswhat it alwayswas—amatter of political culture. Lat-

insarefast to condemn US executions, especialy whenthey
involvetheir own citizens, but havelittle or nothing to say
when Castro sentences peopleto death.

AstothepriceLatinAmericawill pay, somesort of price
for their recent behavior?Mexicoisclearly doingitsbest to
diminish, if not destroy, whatever support therewasin Con-
gressfor thelegdization of millionsof itsnationdslivingille-
gally intheUnited States. Chilewasalegitimate applicant for
NAFTA membership and possessed al theright social, eco-
nomic, and political credentials, but it hashow raised ques-
tionsabout itsbelonging there. Instead of facing Congres-
siona oppositiononly from U.S. Democratsopposed tofree
trade, it will also now face opposition from Republicans,
whether they arefor or against freemarkets.

Washington must makeclear that being “ anti-gringo” just
on principlecannot continueintheage of internationd terror-
ism. Behavior should cost intermsof how many benefitsone
can expect to continuefrom Washington. Opposing the United
Stateson matters of American security should haveacostin
that regard, and Washington should imposeit. Mexico, Chile,
Brazil, and Argentinashould be convinced that thecost isred
andimmediate.

—FrontPageMagazine.com, April 21, 2003

continued from Page 3-Castro’'sHeavy Communist
Hand, Part 11
Americaand the Caribbean at the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), said the Cuban government is
“desperate and afraid” because “thousands of new voices
throughout theisland now call for democratic change, and
thelr numbersareincreasing every day.”

USAID grantsmoney to organizationsthat provideguid-
ance and resourcesto Cuban activigts, journaligts, librarians
and others. It plansto step up effortsto provide food and
medical assistanceto the families of thejailed dissidents.
Sometimesfamiliesare denied work and assistance by the
government.

Mr. Bushlast year challenged Cubato undertake politi-
ca and economicreformsand promised that if that happened,
hewould work with Congressto lift theembargo and travel
restrictions.

—The Washington Times, April 17, 2003, p. A3

continued from Page5-The Gathering Storm

related activity intheregion. Asan exampleof thingsto come
the Washington Times reported on 7 April, 2003 that Al
Qaedaterroristshad plansto enter the United Statesillegally
through Mexicoto carry out attacksagaingt varioustargets. It
iswholly conceivablethat theseterroristscould oneday com-
mence operationsfrom securel ocationsin the Western Hemi-
sphereand given enough timethey may even attain anuclear
weapons capability courtesy of an anti-U.S. regime.
To borrow a phrase from the Bush Doctrine: “...the
United States cannot remainidiewhile dangersgather.”
—FrontPageMagazine.com, April 28, 2003
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