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And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1
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Communist Chinaand U.S. Ports

By J. Michael Waller

The Smart and Secure Tradelanes (SST) system, driven by shipping, port services
and communi cations companieswith the support of Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), is
supposed to improve supply-chain and transportation-container security. Morethan 80
percent of U.S. importsarrivedaily in 17,000 shipping containersat 361 Atlantic and
Pacific seaports, many of which are near major population centers. SST, acorporate
statement says, “ aimsto enhancethe safety, security and efficiency of cargo containers
and their contentsmoving through theglobal supply chaininto U.S. ports.” Itisasecurity
system designed to “ demonstrate the principlesof the U.S. Customs Container Security
Initiative (CSl), Customs-Trade Partnership Againgt Terrorism (C-TPAT) and theU.S.
Department of Trangportation Security Agency’s(TSA) maritimesecurity initiatives, such
as Operation Safe Commerce.”

According to the security manufacturer Savi Technology of Sunnyvae, Cdif., SSTis
designed to deploy hardware and softwarefor automated tracking, ingpection, detection,
security and auditing of shipping containersfromforeign freight terminalsto U.S. ports.
Port operators can monitor the security of each container, verify that it wasloadedina
securefacility and decreasethe possibility of tampering with the container and itscontents.

The systemis patterned on the Pentagon’s Total Asset Visibility (TAV) network
deployed worldwide. TAV tracksall U.S. military land and seashipments, ranging from
food to weapons, from the factory to thewar zone. Retired Army Gen. John Coburn,
who led implementation of the TAV network for the Pentagon, now iswith the new
commercial SST venture. “We' reall motivated by adesireto make sureworld com-
merce remains secure and free of threats,” Coburn says. “ The portsand shippersare
demanding realistic solutionsthat can betested today and adapted and built uponinthe
future. Thisisthe one solution that’sbeen proven to work and will provideared-life
model that both government andindustry canleverageandlearnfromin order torapidly
build aninternationa systemfor cargo security.”

Savi Technology, awirelessautomatic I D pioneer, devel oped the system with fed-
era support through the Defense Advanced Research ProjectsAgency (DARPA) and
privateinvestments. According to theWall Sreet Journa, one-half of Savi’s$40million
inrevenuethisyear isexpected to comefrom the Pentagon.

continued on next page

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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“Thisisamodel for how our nation canimprove port
security,” said Sen. Murray at thelittle-noticed July newscon-
ferenceunveiling SST. Aschairman of the SenateAppropria
tionssubcommittee on Trangportation, responsiblefor writing
the budget of the Coast Guard and the new TSA, Murray
claims she has been “theleading voicein Congressto im-
prove port security.” Sheinserted a$28 million earmark in
theappropriationshill totest the system.

Thefundsarefor “apilot project to push theAmerican
border back, so Customs|[Service] officialswould beina
foreign port taking amanifest of what goesinto those contain-
ers, then securely locking them down and tracking them as
they went intoaU.S. port,” Murray spokesman Todd Webster
tellsInsight.

Sofar, so good. But alarm bellsare sounding about the
involvement in SST of Hong Kong-based Hutchison
Whampoa. Advocates say that Hutchison Whampoaisthe
world’slargest seaport owner and administrator, with ahis-
tory beginning inthe 19th century when thefirm wasfounded
by the British. With partners PSA and P& O Ports, Hutchison
Whampoahandles 70 percent of theworld'scontainer traf-
fic. Inastatement to Insight, the company saysitisapurely
commercia enterpriseand rejectsallegationsthat it might be
influenced by the Chinesegovernment.

But thosefamiliar with HutchisonWhampoa stiestothe
Chinesemilitary are concerned. “ Thisisaconflict of interest
for anon-U.S. company,” saysAl Santoli, acongressional
nati onal-security consultant and director of theAsiaPacific
Initiative of theAmerican Foreign Policy Council. Santoli is
troubled that Tacoma, Wash. isaninitial U.S. port for the
program testing.

“The Chinese have been working hard to get into the
portsnear Sesttle. They areamong our most vital commercia
portsand arehometo key U.S. military bases.” Those bases
are the home port of the USS Carl Vinson aircraft-carrier
battlegroup a Bremerton and astrategic balistic-missilesub-
marinebasein Bangor. “It'samgjor sitefor espionagefor our
rivalsand adversaries,” hesays. “ It’sabsolutely mind-bog-
gling that our national-security leaderswould even consider a
contract with acompany that would at thevery least havea
questionabl e national -security statusasHutchison Whampoa.”

Sen. Murray defends Hutchison Whampoa sinvolvement
inthe pilot program. “ They areoneof thelargest port opera
tors in the world,” says Webster. “To ignore Hutchison
Whampoaistoignoresomeof thelargest port facilitiesinthe
world that send millionsof containersto the United States
every year.” Thecompany, hesays, isnot receiving U.S. tax
dollarsearmarked for the project.

Insight first reported about Hutchison Whampoa's con-
trol of portsat both ends of the PanamaCanal following the

U.S. military pullout from Panamain 1999 [see“China's
Beachhead at PanamaCanal,” Aug. 16, 1999]. Thereport
rai sed concerns about Hutchi son Whampoa sreported con-
nectionsto the Chinese People'sLiberationArmy (PLA) and
the Chinese Communist Party leadership, and how itscontrol
of Panamanian portscould threaten U.S. interests.

Clinton White House spokesman Joe L ockhart dismissed
the Insight story and the surrounding controversy as*“silly
Suff.”

However, theyear before, in 1998, asecret U.S. Army
intelligence report rai sed concerns about how the Chinese
government wasantici pating theAmerican pullout from Panama
and theroleHutchison Whampoacould play in Beijing' sstrat-
egy to have apresenceintheworld smgor shipping choke
points. A DefenseIntelligenceAgency (DIA) informationre-
port stated that “Li Ka-shing, the owner of Hutchison
WhampoalL td. (HW) and Cheung Kong HoldingsLtd. (CK),
isplanning to take control of PanamaCand operationswhen
theU.S. transfersit to Panamain Dec.’ 99.”

Thereport, obtained by Judicial Watch under the Free-
domof InformationAct (FOIA), stated: “Li isdirectly con-
nectedto Beijing and iswilling to usehisbus nessinfluenceto
further theaimsof hisown son, Victor Li, toreplacehimin
certain CK and HW operations such asHW’s Hong Kong
Internationd Terminds(HIT).”

AccordingtoaDIA anayss, “Li’'sinterestinthecand is
not only strategic, but also ameansfor outsidefinancia op-
portunitiesfor the Chinese government. China, the canal’s
third-largest user, consequently hasasignificant amount of
influence. If Chinawereto assume control of the canal opera-
tions, it would haveto abide by the neutral ity requirementsof
theTorrijos-Carter treaties.”

Criticsof Hutchison Whampod sinvolvement in Panama
focused on Beijing’sability intimeof crisisto sabotage or
control trafficinthe PanamaCanal. But criticshad other wor-
ries, too, including the Chinese government’ sreported mas-
sivesmuggling operationsworldwide. Therea sowerecon-
cernsabout how private companiesinfluenced or controlled
by Beijing, to say nothing of the state-owned ChinaOcean
Shipping Company (COSCO), whichisamajor container-
ized shipping and trucking firm with reach into the heartland
of theUnited States, could be used to subversive effect.

Referring to the PanamaCana controversy that Insght’s
reportssparked in August and September 1999, asecret DIA
memao dated Oct. 26 of that year cautioned, “Hutchison’s
containerized shipping facilitiesin the PanamaCand, aswell
astheBahamas, could provideaconduit for illega shipments
of technology or prohibited itemsfrom the West to the PRC
[People’ sRepublic of China], or tofacilitate the movement of
armsand other prohibited itemsinto theAmericas.”
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Hutchi son Whampoa does not stand accused of know-
ingly handling illegal technology or armsshipments, andin-
dustry officials say the company has a solid professional
record. However, Insight correctly has described Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Li Ka-shing as* animportant cog in the eco-
nomic machinery of the Chinese Communist Party and the
PLA. Li isaboard member of the Chinesegovernment’smain
investment arm, the Chinalnternationa Trust and I nvestment
Corp. (CITIC), runby official PLA armsmarketer and smug-
gler Wang dun.”

Some Chinawatchersareworried that the Chinese gov-
ernment, or elementstherein, could exploit the assets of the
firmand even apply leverageto utilize the port company asan
intelligence-collection or operations asset. Insight spoketo
British and American employeesof Hutchison\Whampoa, who
cal theideapreposterous.

Sen. Murray’soffice appeared to beunaware of the DIA
reports.

Western policymakersand businessleadershavelittleor
noideaof China sgrand strategy and how Beljing'sleaders
want to situate their country for the next century. When, in
1999, Sen.Trent L ott (R-Miss.) sent Ingght’sreport, “China's
Beachhead at PanamaCanal,” to then defense secretary Wil-
liam Cohen, hecalled for afull national-security appraisal of
theproblem. Lott told Cohen, “U.S. naval shipswill beat the
mercy of Chinese-controlled pilotsand could even bedenied
passage. It appearswe have given away thefarm.”

At Lott’srequest, the Senate Armed Services Commit-
teeheld ahearing inwhich four Clinton-administration wit-
nessestestified that Hutchison Whampoa posed no security
challengestothe United States[see” PC Answerson Panama
Canal,” Nov. 22, 1999]. But not one of thewitnesses could
answer thefundamental question, posed by Sen. Robert Smith
(R-N.H.): “Doyou believe the People’'s Republic of China
usescommercial enterprisesto advancetheir military inter-
ests?’

Bill Clinton’s assistant secretary of defense, Brian E.
Sheridan, who had i ssued adefense of Hutchison Whampoa,
confessed, “1 don’'t know.” Alberto Aleman Zubieta, whom
Clinton had appointed to run the Panama Canal until 2005,
didn’'t answer either. Neither did Joseph W. Cornelison, the
deputy administrator of the PanamaCana Commission, nor
Lino Gutierrez, then principal deputy assistant secretary of
state for Western HemisphereAffairs. All had contradicted
their testimony. Only Marine Gen. CharlesE. Wilhelm, then
chief of theU.S. Southern Command, answered affirmatively
towhether Beljing usescommercia enterprisesto advanceits
military interests, sayingonly: “I think so.”

That wasit. And apparently the government haslearned
littlesince. “Many of thosewho areengaged in Chinapolicy

or whoinvest thereremain blithely ignorant of Chinesegoals
to replacethe United States asthereigning world power,”
says ThomasWoodrow, aformer senior Chinaanay<t at the
Defense Intelligence Agency, who authored a recent
Jamestown Foundation articlearguing that China sfutureen-
ergy needslikely mean itsdevel opment of ablue-water navy
capable of projecting power around theworld.

To advocates, theinvolvement of a Chinese company
may be anecessary evil. “ Theadministration, inthewar on
terrorism, iscooperating with anumber of countrieswho might
not bethe best people on the planet, but their cooperationis
necessary to ensure American security and the safety of the
American people,” says Sen. Murray’s spokesman Webster.
“1 think theadministration hasbeenwilling to makethat trade
off.”

According to Woodrow, “ Chinahasaready adjusted its
foreign policy and energy strategy to accommodateits need
for alarger share of theworld’s oil reserves. It hasforged
major oil dealswith Sudan, Venezud a, Irag and Kazakhstan.
With these deal shave comeimportant military and security
agreements. For instance, thousands of Chinese oil workers
... maintain security a facilitiesin Sudan. During Chineseleader
Jang Zemin'sspring 2001 visit to Venezuela, hewasgreeted
by that oil-producing nation’sleader, Hugo Chavez, with the
declaration that the Chinese Maoi st revol ution wasthe source
of hisown socid revolution. ... TheKazakh dedlsinvolvethe
congtruction of amassive pipelineacross Chinafromthehuge
Kazakh ail fields. Chinahopesto becomealand bridgefor
futureoil deliveriesto Japan and South K orea, giving Beijing
important leverageinitsstrategic goal to replacethe United
Statesasthe mgjor power inthe EasternAsianbasin.”

All thismeans big headachesfor the United Statesand
itsallies, say Asiaspecialists, and addsto the concerns of
someinthe security community about Hutchison\Whampoa's
control of port facilitiesand shipping servicesadong theworld's
sealinesof communication, or SLOCs.

But the company alsoisaleader inthe SLOC’s elec-
tronic equivalentsin the cyberworl d. Hutchison Whampoa
hasinvested heavily in telecom companiesaround theworld
sincethelate 1980s, and hasarranged satel lite deal sbetween
the Hughes Corp. and a Chinese firm tied to the PLA.
Hutchison Whampoa srecent purchase of a61 percent stake
inthetroubled fiber-optic giant Globa Crossingdsohasraised
national -security concerns, asthe company operates much of
the hardware onwhich U.S. telecommunications, including
military and intelligence channels, operate. That dedl, at leadt,
isunder review.

—Insight magazine, November 26-December 9, 2002,
p. 30f. Reprinted with permission. Copyright 2002 News
World Communication. All rightsreserved.
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Brazil, Cubaand China

By Constantine M enges

Today [Dec. 10, 2002] President GeorgeW. Bushisto
meet with President-elect LuisInacio LuladaSilvaof Brazil,
who will take officeon Jan. 1, 2003. Therewill becordial
satementson both sides, photographsof friendly handshakes,
and mogt observerswill continueto believeMr. LuladaSilva—
despite hismorethan 20 years of self professed admiration
for Fidel Castro—will govern ashe posed during theelection
campaign, when heleft behind hisradicalism and projected
theimageof apragmaticreformist.

That could happen, and many inthe U.S. State Depart-
ment seem to be making this hopeful assumption. But the
morelikely futureisoneonwhichtheLuladaSilvagovern-
ment combinesastrong interest in promoting Brazilian ex-
portsand maintaining good relationswith U.S. business, for-
elgninvestorsand international financia organizationswitha
parallel seriesof actions, both visible and hidden, that are
intended to help pro-Castro anti-U.S. radicalstake power in
other neighboring countries such as Columbia—racked for
decadesby communist guerillaattacks.

A new pro-Castro coalition in the Western Hemisphere
has been established including Hugo Chavez in Venezuel g,
and Presidents-elects Lula da Silva in Brazil and Lucio
Gutierrez in Ecuador. AsMr. Chavez hasdone since 1999,
thesewould pursueapardld strategy of norma busnessand
financia relationswith the U.S. whilethey would also help
other pro-Castro radical stake power and be dlied with hos-
tilestate gponsorsof terror suchasCuba, Iran, Iragand Libya
onmany issues. They areasolikely to establish close politi-
cal-strategic, economic and perhaps military relationswith
Communist China, as Cubaand Mr. Chavez have done.

The pragmatic aspect of Mr. LuladaSilva'spolicy is
evident in astatement by two of hisassociates after theelec-
tionthat hisgovernment wantsto “ doubleexportsto the United
Stateswithinfour yearsand triplethemwithineight,” whileat
the sametime strengthening MERCOSUR, thetrade agree-
ment amount Brazil, Argenting, Paraguay and Uruguay. Inan
interview with Lally Weymouth, Mr. LuladaSilvasaid his
policy will beto“ reach out to the poorest sectorsof our popu-
lation,” while at the sametime being “ aware of our depen-
denceonforeigncapitd.” Heasosad, “Wewill fulfill al the
contractsthat the Brazilian government hassigned”—mean-
ing hisadministration does not intend to default on Brazil’'s
very large $260 hillion public deficit.

But animportant indicator of theradical dimensionsof
the future plans of “Lula” isthat since 1990 he has con-
vened an annual meeting called the* Forum of Sao Paulo”

that hasincluded all thecommunist and radical political par-
tiesand armed communist terrorist organizationsof Latin
Americatogether with terroristsgroupsfrom Europe (IRA,
ETA) and the Middle East (PFLP GC), aswell as partici-
pantsfrom Irag, Libya, Cubaand other state sponsors of
terrorism. These meetings are direct successors to the
“Tricontinental Congress’ established by Mr. Castroin 1966
to helpterrorist organizationsfrom Latin America, Europe,
and the Middle East better coordinate their attacks on the
U.S anditsdlies.

In December 2001, Lulada Silva’'sgroup met in Ha-
vana, Cuba, and this December it met in Guatemal a, again
joined by delegatesfrom Cuba, Irag, Libyaand North Ko-
rea. Asanindicator of itspolitical views, thisyear’sworking
paper for the Dec. 2-4, 2002, mesting included thefollowing
statements: “NATO troops perpetrated genocidein Kosovo,
U.S. and British forces massacred the population of
Afghanistan...[prisonersheld by the U.S. in Guantanamo,
Cuba] are submitted to punishment and tortures. ..with full
U.S. support, thegovernment of |srael continuesto carry out
asystematic policy of murdering Paestinians.”

Thisyear’sconcluding statement committed the partici-
pantsto opposethe U.S.-supported Plan Columbia, to op-
posethe U.S.-supported Free Trade Areaof theAmericas,
to oppose privatization, and said President George Bush and
PrimeMinister Ariel Sharon of Isragl arean “axisof evil.”
Smilar viewshavebeen expressad by L uld sinternationd group
since 1990 and we can expect the L ulagovernment to adopt
many of these positionsasit consolidates power.

Further negativeindicatorsabout Lula sfutureforeign
policy includethefact that in March, 2002 hispolitica party
formally established acommitteein solidarity with the com-
munist guerillasof Colombia, that in 2001 theradical wing of
Lula’'smovement expresseditsfull solidarity with Yasser Arafa
and the PLO, and that in 1999 his Workers' Party estab-
lished aparty-to-party “ strategic partnership” withthe Com-
munist Party of China.

When harassment by Chinese aircraft caused aU.S.
surveillance plane to make an emergency landing in April,
2002, Mr. Lulada Silvasaid his party “supports the just
position of the Chinese government” against theU.S. When
in2001 U.S. and British aircraft used forceagainst Iragin
support of U.N. Security council resolutions, Lula's
Worker’s Party reacted by stating it was opposed “to the
armed aggressonand ... military action...violatingal inter-
national norms.” It went on to condemn the Bush adminis-
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trationfor “itsunilateral and hegemonic vocation, placing at
risk worldwide security.”

Also of concernisthefact that inthe past, Mr. Lulada
Silvahad said Brazil should resume devel oping nuclear weap-
ons—ajprogram that existed from 1965-1994 and success-
fully designed a30-kil oton atomi c bomb—and should have
nuclear weapons becauseitisagreat power.

During the presidential campaign, Lulasaid hisforeign
policy wouldbeoneof “loveandpeace.” Hisfirst recent hint
that hestill wanted Brazil to have nuclear weaponswasgiven
inaSept. 13, 2002 speech to agroup of military officers.
L ulaquestioned whether Brazil should continueto abide by
thetreaty limitingitsright to have nuclear weapons because
“if someoneasksmeto disarm and keep adingshot whilehe
comesat mewith acannon, what good doesthat do?” Re-
portedly, the speech received “ rapturous applause’ fromthe
Brazilian officers. Thisspeechfollowed by weeksthedeci-
sion of the International M onetary Fund to grant Brazil $30
billionto help meetitsfinancia needs.

Chinahasfor someyears been seeking to cultivate po-
litical and military leadersin LatinAmericaand currently has
two joint reconnai ssance satelliteswith Brazil whilethe Bra-
zilian aerospace company, Embraer, theworld sfourth-larg-
est, has signed acontract to build hundreds of commercial
arcraftin China. Beforethe presidential election campaign,
Lulahad often called for closer relationswith China. InJune
2002, Aloizio Merchant, aleading member of theWorker’s
Party who may become Brazil’ sforeign minister said publicly
that “ dlianceswith China, Russa. . .areimportant togiveforce
to apossibleanti-American codition.”

Itisquite probablethat Chinawill expanditseconomic
tieswith Brazil andwelcomeMr. LuladaSilvasintentionto
haveBrazil reducetheinfluence of the United Statesin Latin
Americaby having broader and moreextensveredationswith
China. To counterbalancethe United Sates, Chinamight at
some point hel p the Lulagovernment withits nuclear weap-
onsand ballistic missleambitions, just asChinasecretly gave
such help to Pakistan in order to counterbalance India.

These negative devel opmentsare possible, but not in-
evitable. At present, al thedemocratic groupsinVenezuela
are courageously seeking theremoval of the pro-Castro Mr.
Chavez because of hisunconstitutional actionsin 1999 and
snce. If thedemocratic governmentsand citizensof the\West-
ern Hemisphere, including the Bush administration, act with
realism and skill, it may be possibleto reduce the harmful
consequences of Mr. Lulada Silva's past decades of |eft-
radicalismandwork with Brazil to hdpdl itscitizens, includ-
ing the poor, have abrighter future.

—The Washington Times, December 10, 2002, p.
A15

|dam and TheSword

Review of The Sword of the Prophet: Islam: History, Theology,
Impact on the World
by SrdjaTrifkovic, Boston: ReginaOrthodox Press; 332 pp., $19.95

Neither Christiansnor Jewscan claimthat their religion
has awaysbeen innocuous. What SrdjaTrifkovic arguesin
The Sword of the Prophet, however, is that the raw stuff
fromwhich Idamismadeisparticularly dangerousand un-
promising, that the bellicosetraditionisworsethan admitted
by theinfluentia Idamic Sudieslobby, that the present threat
from Idamisalarming, and that thefuture demandsthevigi-
lance of non-Mudims. Indoing so, hechalengestheopinion
that al religionsare somehow equaly vaid (or invalid). All
theocracy, equipped with ascriptural licensefor violence, is
dangerous, and Idamis—and hasbeen, a most continuoudy—
moretheocraticthanrivd rdigions. Themenandwomenborn
into thisreligion may deserve our sympathy, but they arenot
aided by ablanket respect for Islam. The assumption that
thereisno suchthing asfasereligionisnot aconcession that
Mudimswould make.

Trifkovicwill beaccused of missing the essentia point,
whichisthat Mudim magjoritiesdo not want what the violent
minoritieswant, that peaceful integration hasatrack record
and afuture, and that our immediate requirement isto divest
ourselves of Christian prejudice. Thisis, at best, evasive.
Chrigtian prgjudiceislittlemorethan atrace e ement among
Westerners. Therecord of peaceful coexistenceistoo short,
anditisoutweighed by therecord of human catastrophewhere
Idam and other religionshave cometogether. Moreover, itis
inthe nature of religion that it isthe minoritieswho takeit
serioudy, anditisinthenature of serious peoplethat they can
be effectivein leading ordinary people. Still, many Western-
erswill dismissTrifkovic'saccount of I1dam simply because
they refusetotakereligion serioudly.

Today, religion offersidentity in aworld whoseleading
powershaveturned againgt nationdity. Preaching, theexample
of persond sacrifice, and thethreat of violence—by Mudims
againg Mudims—canimposenew disciplines. Mudim com-
munities, evenwhenthey arequiet, remainvulnerabletowell-
funded proselytizing that drawson sacred idedls. Themyth—
and, indeed, the history— of religious expansion and con-
quest achieved asamilitant responseto persecutionisunal -
terably fixed inthe standard narrative of 1dam.

Idamisareligion bornin battle and formed by war. Its
adherents nourish their faith and their imagination with this
story and deriveasense of manifest destiny fromit. Thefaith-
ful haveno notion of thedamagedamic conquest didto Chris-
tian civilization, which, thanksin part to theimpact of Idam,
becameL atin, not Greek, at the center. The destruction of the

continued on next page
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continued from previous page
Byzantine Empirewasacatastrophic lossthat deprived many
young nationsof their patrimony and potential. By contrast,
the pro-Idamic account of Idamic expans on—the advance
of toleration a the expense of aChristian world that wasprob-
ably unwilling to resist—isan amusing exercisein Ilamo-
Whiggery. An explosive mixture of poverty, lust for plunder,
and religiousexcitement drovel damic expans on—and that
combination isby no meansextinct. Thisforcetoreintothe
vital organsof threecivilizations. Idamic arrangementsfol-
lowed avery secular logic: Isamwas|egally supreme be-
causetheArab elite needed socia advantagesand aspecia
solidarity, and it wastolerant because the conquering elite
could not haveretai ned power without toleration. Jerusalem
wasworth aMass. Both thetolerance and theintol erance of
the ldamic recipe served the goals of power and expansion.

Perhapslidamic civilization flourished best when Idam
wasaminority religion and daveswere cultured, cheap, and
diverse. After centuriesof vigor, Idamiccivilization declined.
Many Western commentatorsarguethat thereligion poisoned
itsown civilization, even though thisleaves open the question
of why it wascompetiblewith high cultureand wed th-making
at first. There could, theoretically, have been adifferent kind
of Islamic polity than the onesthat became moribund, but
they dl did become moribund. The Ottoman Empiregrabbed
agreat deal of territory and power but, subsequently, de-
cayed so deeply that the Christian nationswhomit oppressed
devel oped an overpowering urgeto rid themsalvesof Idamic
civilization aswell asof Ottoman palitica tutelage.

Idam hasplayed aroleinlegitimating theimperialism of
Islamic statesand their resistance to theimperialism of the
West. Evenwhereresistance hasfailed, Idam hastill offered
shapeandidentity to anti-imperialism. Thecry of jihad iscom-
mon,; thered thing, however, isnot. Anticolonidism after 1945
gaveevery appearance of owing moreto secular nationalism
thantordigion, athoughtheir uneasy combinationwasinevi-
table. The British were perhapsbeing unduly cautiouswhen
they refused tointervenein 1924 to protect Meccaand Medina
from Saudi war bands sei zing the holy placesin the name of
Wahabi puritanism. Toasecular-minded great power, thenewly
extended Saudi Arabian kingdom must have seemed an event
of local importance. But the Wahabi ulema, and theal Saud,
had been adanger to the peace and safety of theentireregion
since 1801, when they sacked the Shiite city of Kerbalaand
desecrated itsshrine. No other Islamic regime has been as
menacing and ambitious. However, not until after 1945, when
theAmerican oil companiespaid for fabulous opportunities
with hugeroyatiesand favorablepublicity, did the Saudishave
good connectionsand seriousfinancial resourcesto support
them; and not until Presidents Kennedy and Nasser decided

that they were, on balance, against each other did America 5

really get behind the Saudis.

The West ended up surrendering to OPEC in 1973—a
surrender partly engineered by American diplomacy—and so
provided Saudi Arabiawithimmensesumstoinvestin Wahabi
proselytismand Idamic prestige. Americawashbacking Idam,
Initsmogt unaitractivevariant, becauseit wasconvenient when
the strategic problem seemed to be communism. The 1979
Idamicrevolutionin Iran madethissupport ssem even more
urgent, and theredl jihadinAfghanistanled to military and or-
ganizationa backing by the United States. Washington’'spa-
tronage of Wahabi fanaticismtelsusagreat ded not just about
Westernraison d’ etat but about the docility of themainstream
pressand TV in modern society. Europe paid for OPEC oil
withapolitica discretion—at timesasarvility—that ultimately
meant funding Saudi Arabid spaaces, arports, fountains, con-
Spicuous consumption, and very costly weapons.

It might beargued that the problem of Idamicradicalism
doesnot stem from Idamitself but merely reflectsthe nature
of great powersand the opportunism of fanatics. But ISlam
has outgrown itsorigins and cannot be answered if weare
too politeor frightened to seeideology inreligion. Consider-
ing theattack onthe Soviet Union, thechallengeto the United
States, and the continuing attacks on Russia, China, and In-
dia, we must concludethat Idamicjihad posesasignificant
threat totheworld. Idamismuch closer to world dominance
than ever before. TheMudimworldisexperiencing aresur-
genceof Islamic proselytism, at atimewhenitistill ina
vulnerable and suggestible state: After generationsof margin-
ality, Idamic agitation hasbecomethe central story in many
countries. Thework of Idamic charitiesisvery important: The
mosguesintheWest do not build themselves. What hasbeen
doneinAlgeriaand Egypt, aswell asin Americaand England,
will now bedifficult to undo.

Among theworld'sgreat powers, thereareno Christian
gatesanymoreand noinginctively secular satesexcept China
TheWestern powersare confused about religion and tolera-
tion; they aretrapped by formulasand traditionsthey cannot
mani pulate with the confidence of true belief. But any state
withMudim citizensmust assert theright to interveneinreli-
gion, to beafilter against theocratic fanaticism and to bethe
sponsor of moderation. The Chinesemay gotoo far inthis
respect, but they do understand theterrific price of religious
warfare, and they arerightly vigilant.

The problem of IamintheWest rai ses questionsthat
wemostly contrivetoleave undecided: whether, for example,
our public and educationa valuesaregtrictly secular; what to
think and do about blasphemy; whether the pul pit can be cen-
sored; and what isthelegitimate power of foreignmoney. The
presenceof Idamforcesusto resolvethese conflicts. Weare
perfectly capable of harassing Mudlimsat thelevel of crude
policing whilebeing overly tolerant of religiousfanaticism.
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Thereisno Western consensus—and thereis certainly no
wisemagistracy—for settling disputesthat politicianswill flee
and governmentswill refuseto adjudicate.

Western Christians and secul aristsform two sects sub-
servient to thedominant post-Christian religion. Intermittent
belief in an enigmatic deity isan optional part of thisfaith,
whichincludes someobligatory respect for selected aspects
of Chrigtianity, expressed by upbesat assessments of democ-
racy, truth, beauty, openness, and the hatred of cruelty. This
post-Chrigtianity’ santitraditiona origins, itsunfinished status,
itsintuitions, anditsevangelica hunger for new problemsmake
it, inprinciple, aradica religion. It haseven penetrated Chris-
tian denominationswithitsinfectioushumanism. Anditspros-
elytizerswould not readily concedethat they could fail with
“ordinary Mudlims,” given half achance. Theliberal, post-
Christian cry hasaready gone up: Ilamophobiaisthe new
McCarthyism. Thelast thing that the modern-minded latitudi-
narian wishesto doisto pick afight with that which he be-
lieves should be tamed and embraced.

Pogt-Chrigtianity and | am shareroughly the sametheo-
logicd view of Christ. Theattraction of ISam for ideological
post-Chrigtiansisthat itsexistenceimplies, morestrongly than
any argument, that traditiona Chritianity isunnecessary even
if youwishto bemonothe stic, pious, and mindful of ajudg-
ment day. Thevery existenceof aplausiblerdigiousrival to
theuniversdity of the Church suppliesasubversveargument
of enduring force, which, though very old, isstill being ab-
sorbed into the bloodstream of the West as\Western parochi-
alismand particularism aredismantled.

Thepogt-Chrigtianfaith cherishesthenotion of afriendly
symbiosswith Idamiccommunities But thisdesrefor accom-
modation, and thedifficultiesthat gowithit, will leedtomora
confusion absent an educated avarenessof Idam’sbag of tricks.
Inparticular, it should beclearly understood that 1dam doesnot
havethesamedistinction between religion and society asdoes
theWest (if, indeed, it hasoneat dl), sotheoffer totolerateldam
will be understood by some Musdlims as going beyond what
Westernersconventiondly regard as* tolerating” reigion. While
itisstill not controversia to say so, wemust insist that sharia
cannot beavailablein Western societiesasabody of law appli-
cabletoMudimditizens, letdonenon-Mudims.

Themost striking claimin The Sword of the Prophet is
that theAmerican dite sextremeverson of pos-Chrigianrdi-
gionisbent moreaggressively againg historic Chrigtianity than
any other rdigionintheWest and could even enter into apart-
nershipwith Idam. A cultural processof thissort may aready
beat work. Tolaugh at theideaisto forget our recent history:
aU.S.-directed jihad inAfghanistan; thecovert U.S. dliance
withldamicrevolutionariesin Bosnia; and U.S. support for the
Taliban until 1998. Themotivesfor theseinterventionshave
been osteng bly secular, but therewas something excessveand

intensebehind them. Evenif themotivesof Idamicrevolution-
ariesarenot exclusively religious, can we say that themoral
ingtinct of Washingtonglobdigsisexclusvely secular?ltisle-
gitimateto wonder whether some premonition of anew religi-
ogity affected thedon' t-confuse-me-with-the-factsrectitude of
the crusaderswho dragged NATO to war in Kosovo.

Onefinal point: Those Musimswho are outraged that
theviolent West should accusethe ldamic Other of intrinsic
violence have apoint. The lslamic world hasreason to be
worried by theWest' s post-Cold War lurchtoward high-tech
crusades. Once afatwa-opinionisissued in Washington, the
mediaeffervescewithmord fervor and military relish, thesat-
ellitesand academicsadjust their orbitsand careers, and the
bombs start tofall. Thisisthe modern West riding the high
horse of its supremacy. It is precisely because crusading
globalismislikely to become moreviolent and better armed
than ever, spurred by the attack on New York, that itisurgent
tothink defensively about Idam.

Of course, our aternativeisto act moremodestly inthe
world. But wearetold that thiswould beimmord, that crime
must be punished anytimeand anywhere, sothat notyrant may
deepsoundly inhisbedfor fear of theadvancing bannersof the
New World Order, inwhich smart bombsand smart lawyers
ringinthe Reign of Justice. The new gospd destroystheold
law: Let thenationstremblebeforetheNew Truthanditsmis-
dled Globd fundamentdism, lightly salted withAmerican sdf-
interest, iscapableof being bothsnister andreligious.

Somemay say, “But thisisnot Christianity!” Itismore
trueto say sothanitistosay, intheparallel case, “But thisis
not Idam!” But weare dealing not with Christianity but with
what Chrigtian civilization hasbecome. The pacesettersinthe
West have expressed their post-Christian religion by casting
off wisdom and any sense of geographic limitsintheir re-
newed willingnessto maketheworld abetter place at gun-
point. Idamicrevolutionarieshavedonethesame. Therefusa
to be prudent in dealing with adangerousreligion has con-
demned Western soldiersto wage strangewarsfar fromtheir
homelandsand hasall but forced usto tolerate global ambi-
tions, whether we want them or not.

Thisisthemodern jihad, the Western jihad, which has
formed and swollen since 1989, and it hasits own growing
corpsof politicd janissaries, military-industria ghazis, and fun-
damentalist jurisconsults. If President Bush cannot achieve
thegoalshehasset, thegaudy globalistswill reappear—dur-
ing hispresidency or afterward—asthe men and womenwith
solutions. Therecommendation of SrdjaTrifkovic' sbook—a
severe view of Islamic militancy and of Islam’s political
agenda—does not give Westernersany licenseto subscribe
tothe myth of their own perpetual innocence.

—Chronicles Magazine, December 4, 2002
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