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TheVirgin Birth of Christ

by J. Gresham M achen

Thefollowing month God sent theangel Gabrid to Nazareth, avillagein Gdlilee, to
avirgin, Mary, engaged to be married to aman named Joseph, adescendant of King
David.

Gabrid appearedto her and said“ Congratul ations, favored lady! TheLordiswith
you!”

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what theangel could mean.

“Don’'t befrightened, Mary,” theangel told her, “for God has decided to wonder-
fully blessyou! Very soon now, you will become pregnant and have ababy boy, and you
aretonamehim*Jesus” Heshadl bevery great and shall be called the Son of God. And
the Lord God shall give him thethrone of hisancestor David. And heshall reign over
|srael forever; hisKingdom shall never end!”

Mary asked theangel, “But how can | haveababy? | amavirgin.”

Theangel replied, “ The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of God
shall overshadow you; so the baby bornto you will be utterly holy—the Son of God.

—Luke 1:26-35

Without the story of thevirgin birth we should beliving constantly in aregion of
surmisesliketheerrorsof the heresiarchsinthe ancient Church.

Such surmiseswould deprive usof thefull doctrine of theincarnation uponwhich
our soulscanrest. To that doctrineit isessential that the Son of God should livea
completehuman lifeuponthisearth. But the human lifewould not be completeunlessit
beganinthe mother’swomb. At no later time, therefore, should theincarnation be put,
but at that moment when the babe was conceived. There, then, should be found the
stupendous event when the eternal Son of God assumed our nature, sothat fromthenon
Hewasboth God and man.

Our knowledge of thevirgin birth isimportant becauseit fixesfor usthetime of
theincarnation. Andwhat comfort that givesto our souls! Marcion, the second-
century dualist, was very severe upon those who thought that the Son of God was
born asaman; he poured out the vialsof his scorn upon those who brought Christ into
connection with the birth-pangs and the nine months' time. But we, unlikeMarcion
and hismodern disciples, glory justinthe story of thosethings. The eternal Son of
God, He through whom the universe was made, did not despise the virgin'swomb!
What awonder isthere! Itisnot strangethat it hasalwaysgiven offenseto the natural
man. But inthat wonder wefind God’sredeeming love, and inthat babewholay in
Mary’swomb wefind our Savior who thus became manto diefor our sinsand bring
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usinto peace with God.

Moreover, theknowledge of thevirginbirthisimportant
because of itsbearing upon our view of the solidarity of the
raceintheguilt and power of sin.

If webelieve, asthe Bibleteaches, that all mankind are
under an awful curse, [Romans 3] thenweshall rejoicein
knowing that there entered into the sinful racefrom the out-
side One upon whom the curse did not rest save asHe bore
it for those whom He redeemed by Hisblood.

How, except by thevirgin birth, could our Savior have
lived acomplete human lifefrom themother’ swomb, and yet
have been from the very beginning no product of what had
gone before, but asupernatural Person comeinto theworld
from the outside to redeem the sinful race? We may not,
indeed, set limitsto the power of God: we cannot say what
God might or might not have done. Yet we can say at least
that no other way can be concelved by us. Deny or giveup
thestory of thevirgin birth, andinevitably you areledto evade
either thehigh Biblical doctrineof sinor elsethefull Biblica
presentation of the supernatural Person of our Lord. A noble
maninwhomthedivinelifemerely pulsatedin greater power
than in other men would have been born by ordinary genera:
tion from ahuman pair; the eternal Son of God, comeby a
voluntary act to redeem usfrom guilt and power of sin, was
conceived inthevirgin'swomb by the Holy Ghost.

What, then, isour concluson? Isbelief inthevirginbirth
necessary to every manif heisto beabeliever intheLord
Jesus Christ? Thequestioniswrongly put whenitisputin
that way. Who can tell exactly how much knowledge of the
factsabout Christisnecessary if amanisto havesaving faith?
None but God can tell. Some knowledgeis certainly re-
quired, but exactly how muchisrequiredwecannot say. “Lord,
| believe; helpthoumineunbdlief,” said amaninthe Gospels
whowassaved. Sotoday there are many men of littlefaith,
many who are troubled by the voicesthat are heard on all
sides. Itisvery hard to beaChristian in thesetimes; and
thereisOnewho knowsthat itishard. What right haveweto
say that full knowledgeand full conviction are necessary be-
foreaman can put histrust inthe crucified and risen Lord?
What right have weto say that no man can be saved before
hehascometofull convictionregarding thestupendousmiracle
narrated inthefirst chaptersof Matthew and Luke?

We desire, however, at this point not to be misunder-
stood. Wedo not mean by what we havejust said that denia
of thevirgin birthisto betreated asamatter of indifferenceby
thewise pastor of souls. The soul of maninitsdepths, in-
deed, isbeyond our ken; our judgmentsregarding thosedepths
arenot thejudgmentsof Himwho“ needed not that any should
testify of man,” because“Heknew what wasinman.” Yetif

weareto help our fellow-menwe must give counsel onthe
basis of the best knowledge that we in our weakness can
obtain. And certainly evenwith that weaknesswe can say
that perhaps not one man out of ahundred of thosewho deny
thevirginbirthtoday givesany really clear evidence of pos-
sessing saving faith. A manisnot saved by good works, but
by faith; and saving faith isacceptance of JesusChrist“asHe
isofferedto usinthegospel.” Part of that gospel inwhich
Jesusisoffered to our soulsistheblessed story of themiracle
inthevirgin'swomb.

Onethingat leastisclear: evenif thebelief inthevirgin
birthisnot necessary to every Chrigtian, itiscertainly neces-
sary to Christianity. Anditisnecessary tothe corporatewit-
nessof the Church. Sadisit when menwho will not affirm
thisdoctrinearesent out into theministry tolead Chrigt’slittle
onesastray. Suchmen arelearners, itissaid; they will grow
inknowledgeandingrace; let usded patiently withthemand
al will bewell. Now we haveall sympathy with thosewho
areimmatureinthefaith, and wehopethat by the blessing of
God they may beled into clearer and stronger convictionsas
tothetruth of HisWord. But the placefor suchlearning, so
far asthe basic thingsare concerned, isnot the sacred office
of the Christianministry. Let thesemen learnfirst by them-
selves, let them struggle, let them meditate, with such helpas
we and others can give them; and then, if God leadsthem
aright, let them aspireto the holy ministry of theWord. But to
send them out beforethey haveattained such convictions, as
official representatives of aChurch whosefaith they do not
share—that issmply totriflewith human souls.

Letit never beforgottenthat thevirginbirthisanintegra
part of the New Testament witness about Christ, and that that
witnessisstrongest whenitistaken asit stands. Wearenot
averse, indeed, to acertainlogical order of apologetics; and
inthat order the virgin birth certainly does not comefirst.
Beforethevirgin birth comesthethingsfor whichtestimony in
the very nature of the case can be more abundant than for
this. Tothosethingsno doubt theinquirer should bedirected
first, before he comesto consder thismystery whichwasfirst
attested perhaps only by the mother of the Lord. But though
that istrue, though theoretically aman can believeintheres-
urrection, for example, without believinginthevirginbirth, yet
such ahalfway convictionisnot likely to endure. TheNew
Testament presentation of Jesusisnot an agglomeration, but
anorganism, and of that organismthevirginbirthisanintegra
part. Removethe part, and the whole becomes harder and
not easier to accept; the New Testament account of Jesusis
most convincing whenitistakenasawhole. Only one Jesus
ispresented intheWord of God; and that Jesusdid not come
into theworld by ordinary generation, but wasconceivedin
thewomb of thevirgin by theHoly Ghost.
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A Review of Hegemon:
China’s Plan to Dominate
Asia and the World

By Michael Bauman

The past has consequences, whichiswhy China srecent
totalitarian past overshadowsits present and determinesits
future. That totditarian past laysbarethefdlacy of what Steven
W. Mosher cdls*the Tiananmen temptation” — the comfort-
ing but mistaken notionthat theforces of reform areleading
Chinainthedirection of capitalismand of political freedom.
The Tiananmen temptation assumesthat the Communist Party
in Chinaismoribund and that democratic revolutionisonthe
horizon.

[tisnot.

AsMosher correctly observes, the Chinese Communist
Party now hasafirmer grip on power than ever. InsdeChina,
dissident groupswere crushed so badly that not long after the
Tiananmen debaclethey smply ceasedtoexist. Intheir place
gandalegionof “young superpatriots,” who beievetheworld
can sustain only oneHegemon, and they intend it to be China
(p. xi).

Therole of Hegemon, Mosher explains, isanintrinsic
and deeply imbedded element of Chinese national identity.
Globa hegemony isthechief goal of Chineseforeign policy
and of Chineserelationswith the West, whichiswhy there-
cent domestic debatein the US about whether to contain China
or toengageit isso misguided. The Sinocentric view of the
futureisnot to aly itself with aHegemon fromtheWest, but
todisplaceit. Weare, in Chinese eyes, apower indecline.
They intend to use American power to defest America, much
theway the Soviet Unionintended to hang uswith our own
rope and bury uswith our own shovel. Clearly, America's
mortal enemiesarenot dl inthepast. AsConfuciussaidlong
ago, just asthere cannot be two sunsin the sky, there cannot
be two emperors on earth. Aslong as the world’s super-
power isnot China, agiant stalksusfrom the East.

M aosher pensafascinating and instructive account of the
history of Chinese hegemony, from the ancient Zhou kings
and the rulers of the Seven Powers down to Mao Zedong
and therise of modern communist tyranny withitsfour infa-
mous so-called absolutes: (1) the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, (2) theleadership of the Communist Party, (3) Marx-
ist-L eninist-Maoi st thought, and (4) thesocialist road. That
thehistory of Chinesehegemony, whether initspartia or ple-
nary form, hasbeen asagaof blood and destructionissmply
beyond dispute.

3

According to Maosher, most Chinaexpertstend to mini-
mize both the possibility and the extent of Chinese aggres-
sion. Though nearly al such expertsagreethat Chinaintends
to get Taiwan back under its sway, they do not understand
that Chinadeeply resents aUS-dominated world, aworld
they wishto avoid at nearly any price (p. 97).

Mosher discernsthree periodsor phases of Chinese he-
gemony: (1) Basic Hegemony, whichincludestherecovery of
Taiwan and control over the South China Sea; (2) Regiona
Hegemony, which extendsthe Chinese empire even across
theMiddle East; and (3) Globa Hegemony, the consequence
of acontest in which Chinaoverthrowsthe Pax Americana
and replacesit with the Pax Sinica(pp. 99-116).

Maosher explainsin compdling termsandin careful detail
why thecurrent USpolicy of “Wuwel,” or deliberately doing
nothing, isdoomedtofail. Thosewho advocate Wuwe ar-
gueinaparadox, he contends: They arguethat Chinawill
changeonly if wedon't try to changeit (p. 118).

But asfoolishasisthe policy of Wuwel, withitsplethora
of historical and diplomaticfallacies, it ismuch to be pre-
ferred to the Clinton administration’sflip-flopping ontheroad
towhat it euphemistically called our “ strategic partnership”
with China, but which Mosher moregptly describesasa“ pro-
miscuousembrace’ (139). The Clinton administration seemed
resolutely toignorethewarningsof writerslikeArthur Waldron,
whoinsisted that China, almost by definition, posesathreat
to her neighborsand tothe US (p. 129).

Mosher arguesthat wemust do our level best to contain
therising Hegemon, an evil empirethat worked to subvert the
American electionsof 1996, and that practicesforced abor-
tion, religiousoppression and the sdlling of prisoners organs.
To do so, we need to take a page out of our Cold War
playbook and* prevent Chinafrom gaining effectivesway over
itsneighbors, limititsinfluencesfurther afield, and thwart the
emergence of a Eurasian superpower that would threaten
Americasglobal interests’ (p. 141). Among other things,
thispolicy would require usto bol ster our national missile-
defense system, to re-build our naval and air force presence
in Asia, and to continue, restore, or strengthen our aliance
with Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and the Philippines.

According to Mosher, “itistimefor the Great Wall of
intimidation that the Hegemon built to come tumbling down”
(160).

Indeeditis.

Hegemon: China’s Plan to Dominate Asia and the
Wbrld, isavailablefrom the Schwarz Report Bookshelf.
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|dam vs. Western
Civilization
by William S. Lind, John F. Schmitt, Gary |. Wilson

AsAmericans, we havetraditionaly been part of West-
ern, Judeo-Christian culture, the culture that hasgrown up
over thelast 3,000 or so yearsfrom Jerusalem and Athens,
Rome and Constantinople. Thelast major threat the West
faced from another culturewasthe Turkish Siegeof Viennain
1683.

Why wasthe West immunefrom other culturesfor the
past 300 years? Becausethe West, and the West alone, in-
vented modernity. Starting about 500 years ago, Western
culture began asking a new question: How do we use the
forcesof naturefor practical ends? From systematic (scien-
tific) exploration of thisquestion came shipsthat could cross
oceansand navigation to guidethem; the harnessing first of
steam power, then el ectricity, theninternal combustion; and
medicinesthat permitted Europeansand North Americansto
liveanywhereintheworld. Modernity a so brought weap-
ons: “Whatever happens we have got the Maxim gun and
they havenot.”

By thebeginning of the 20" century, modernity had given
theWest world domination. Thoseportionsof the non-West-
ernworld that maintained their nominal independencewere
nonethel ess subject to Western dictate, asthe Boxersdis-
covered in China. Only one non-Western nation was mod-
ernizing successtully: Japan.

Then, inthe course of lessthan acentury, we, the West,
threw it al away. How? By fighting threeimmenseWestern
civil wars: World War |, World War 11 and the Cold War.
Wedo not usually think of these ascivil wars, but in cultural
termsthat iswhat they were. Japan played asmdl roleinthe
firstand alarger roleinthe second. But eveninWorld War
[I,theAllies “Germany firs” srategy showed wherethe center
of conflict lay.

Thedamagewasincalculable. Tensof millionsof West-
ernliveswerelost (remember that even under communism,
Russawasdtill part of Western culture), countlessmarksand
pounds and rubles of capital went up inflamesand smoke.
Most damaging, theWest' sfaithinitself wasshattered. After
1918, the modernity that had brought the Somme, poison
gas, and “total war” could no longer command men’'salle-
giance.

Asiscommonly the casewith civil wars, theentity fight-
ing them—in thiscase not acountry but aculture—emerged
greatly weakened vis-a-visitsneighbors. Andthoseneigh-
bors—Chinese culture, Hindu culture, I1damic culture—have

benefitted directly fromthewars, especidly the Cold War, as
both Western parties pumped weapons, capital, and the other
technicd fruitsof modernity intothem. Maost important, these
non-Western cultureshad not lost their nerve, their faithin
themselves. Onthecontrary, thereceding, demoralized West
left them invigorated and renewed, positioned to combinethe
technological creations of the \West with the fundaments of
their traditiona ways.

Now we, the West, find ourselvesincreasingly under
siege, no longer theworld’s master, merely one contender
among many—onesinking down asothersrise. Chinesecul-
ture, the West’smost successful competitor over time, may
faceusonly with apeaceful challenge. Chinahasnever de-
sired to rule over non-Han peoples, beyond afew border
buffer states. [ed. now debatable]

Themost immediate challenger islslam, and herethe
challengeisnot likely to be peaceful. 1damistoday expand-
ing outward in every direction fromitstraditional heartland:
southinto black Africa, east into southeast Asiaand the Phil-
ippines, northinto Europe. And al soWest: thefastest-grow-
ingreligioninthe United Statesisidam.

Islam’ sthrust northward into Europe, the heartland of
Western culture, isworth acloser look. Idamicimmigration
into France has been so massive asto reverse theverdict of
the battle of Tours; southern France now has more mosgques
than churches. North Africanimmigrantsare now pouring
smilarly into Spain. IntheBakans, Modemaid, including
weaponsand fighters, isflowing into Bosnia. 1damic states
realize, aswedo not, that the Bosnian Mod ems are strategi-
caly ontheoffensive, beginning anew Idamicthrust toward
the Danube. Most disastrousfor theWest isthesituationin
theformer Soviet Union. There, our entireflank fromthe
Black Seato Vladivostok iscollapsing under Moslem (and
further east, Chinese) pressure.

What isAmerica sresponse? We condemn European
measuresto control immigration, threaten the Serbswithwar
on behdf of theBosnian Idamics, and caution Russaagainst
any attempt to reassert control to her south. Atthevery least,
thisrepresentsafailureto comprehend achanging strategic
stuation. Somecall it acultural desthwish.

Thethirdideathat shapes our understanding of fourth
generation warfaretiesin our situation hereat home. Inthe
United States of America, our traditional, Western, Judeo-
Chrigtian cultureiscollapsing. Itisnot collapsing becauseit

continued on next page
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failed. Onthecontrary, it hasgiven usthefreest and most
prosperous society inhuman history. Rather, itiscollapsing
becausewe are abandoning it.

Starting in the mid-1960s, we have thrown away the
vaues, mords, and standardsthat definetraditional Western
culture. Inpart, thishasbeendrivenby cultura radicas, people
who hate our Judeo-Christian culture. Dominantinthedlite,
especidly intheunivergties, themedia, and theentertainment
industry (now the most powerful forcein our cultureand a
sourceof endlessdegradation), the cultura radicalshave suc-
cessfully pushed an agendaof mora relativism, militant secu-
larism, and sexual and socia “liberation.” Thisagendahas
slowly codified into a new ideology, usually known as
“multiculturalism” or “political correctness,” that isin essence
Marxism trandated from economic into social and cultural
terms.

Thisnew, cultural Marxism has had remarkabl e success
indiscrediting Americalscommon cultureand substituting for
it cultura fragmentation based on ethnic groups, gender, sexud
identity, and class. If thistrend continues, Americanswill in-
creasingly find they havelessin common with each other as
Americans. National identity will weaken. Other, mutually

Many Thanks!

Aswe cometogether to the end of another year,
let metakethisopportunity to wish each of our Cru-
sadefamily aMerry Chrismasand avery Happy New
Year. Wearelivingindangeroustimesand need the
constant reminder that our livesarehidin Christ our
Lord.

| aso want to take thisopportunity to thank you
for your continuing support and faithfulness. Weclose
thefiscal year intheblack! Thank you!

Weared so aggressively reaching out to our cam-
pusesand eveninternational studentswith our books.
We call it our Campus Book Distribution project. If
youwouldliketo help ustofinancialy purchasethese
booksand allow usto distribute them, let me know.
We can reach thousands of bright studentsfor very

TR . . littleinvestment.
hostileidentitieswill strengthen, until the nation comesapart:

region vs. region, minority vs. minority, and gang vs. gang.
When anation comesapart at itscultural seams, eventually it
turnsonitsdf andfights. Thenext red war wefightislikely to
beon American soil.

—NMarine Corps Gazette, December 1994

—David A. Noebd

TheWahhabi M ar xists

by Marvin Olasky

Thenew terroristsof thebin Laden school largely comefrom thelatest violent movement: Wahhabism. Founded by 1bn
Abdul Wahhab (1703-1792), Wahhabisfrom thestart werewilling tokill civilianswho opposed them. They didjust that inthe
city of Qarbalain 1801, leaving 2,000 ordinary folks dead. Inthe 19" and early 20" centuries, Wahhabis opposed the
“decadence” of the Ottoman Turk empire. Now they are out to overthrow “the American empire,” and havetrained a
generation of sudentsfor that pursuit through anetwork of madrassahs (rdligiousboarding schools) funded by Saudi oil money.

Theinstructions some of the Sept. 11 terrorists carried with them clearly reflect Wahhabi emphases and interpretations:
“Read a-Tawbaand Anfal [traditional war chaptersfrom the Quran] and reflect on their meaningsand remember all of the
thingsthat God haspromised for the martyrs...Know that the gardens of paradisearewaiting for youinal their beauty, andthe
women of paradisearewaiting, caling out, ‘ Comehither, friend of God.” They havedressedintheir most beautiful clothing.”

TheWahhabi wing of Idamand the” nationa liberation” wing of Marxism areableto make common causeby attacking a
free enterprise system in which people prosper by fulfilling the needsand desires of others. That some of those desireslack
virtueisall theexcuseWahhabisneed tojointheneo-Marxist assault on capitalism. Idam hasarespect for private property but
it also pushesfor unicity, and when the latter overcomes the former, Wahhabi Marxists (such asbin Laden’s crew) and
dictatorships (such asthat of Saddam Hussein) emerge.

—Wbrld magazine, Nov/Dec 2001, p. 24
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TheClash of Civilizations

by Linda Chavez

Weare not fighting awar on terrorism. Terrorismisthe
means by which our enemy choosesto wagewar against us,
but we should not confuseitstactics with the nature of the
enemy itsf.

Theenemy hasanideology. It hasacommand structure.
It hastroops. Anditisclear initsaim—nothing short of the
destruction of our civilization.

Theenemy ismilitant Idamicfundamentaism. Thecom-
mand structureismade up of hundredsof mullahsaroundthe
world, including somelivinginthiscountry, who preach desth
totheinfidels.

Itstroopsinclude not just the thousands of trained ter-
roristsbut the millions of otherswho support the mullahsand
financetheterroriststhrough their donationstoradica Idamic
groups. To pretend otherwiserisksnot only our own defeat,
but that of themoderate Mosemworld aswell.

Threat ExtendsAcrosstheWorld

In his 1996 book The Clash of Civilizations and the
Remaking of World Order, Harvard political scientist Samuel
P Huntington presciently described “aquas war develop[ing]
between IdamandtheWest.” Even beforetheattacksonthe
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, Huntington noted,
“many more Westerners have been killed inthisquasi war
thanwerekilledinthe‘red’” war inthe Gulf.”

Thedirection of ISam asareigion hasbecomeincreas-
ingly threatening to nonbelievers, not just in the West but
throughout theworld. Itsthreat extendsbeyond the Middle
East to Asiaand Africa, even to the United States, where
somefundamentaistimamsspread their hateful doctrinespro-
tected by our 1st Amendment.

Not all, or even most, Moslems are our enemies, cer-
tainly. Indeed, the moderate |damic nationsare on thefront
linesof thiswar and havebeenamongitsfirg casudties, sarting
withthelranian revolutionin 1979. Some of themost brutal
tacticsof thefundamentaistshave been used against fellow
Mudimsin Egypt, Morocco, Afghani stan and el sewhere.

Nonethel ess, theresponse of virtually every moderate

Moslem leader to the threat posed by fundamentalists has
been to accedeto thefundamentalists' interpretation of Is-
lam, and tofurther theldamization of al socid, cultural, and
political ingtitutionsinther countries.

EvenTurkey, whichsnceMustafaKemd Ataturk’spoli-
ciesof secularization inthe 1920s and 1930s has been the
most pro-Western M osem nation, hasbecomemoreldamist
inthelast few years. AsHuntington observed, every Modem
country intheworld ismore ldamist today than it wastwo
decades ago, with the exception of Iran—but only because
Iran wasthe vanguard of theldamic Revolution.

Despitewhat our leaderskeepingtellingus, Idamisnot
inherently apeaceful religion. Unlike Christianity, inwhose
namewars have been fought but without any Scriptural basis
to support those warsto be found in the teachings of Jesus
Chrigt, Idamcanfind explicitjustificationfor itsjihad or “ holy
war” withinitssacred text.

TheKoraninstructsbelieversto“day theidolaters. . .
makewar ontheleadersof unbelief—for no oathsare bind-
ing with them—so that they may desist. Will you not fight
against those who have broken their oaths and conspired to
banishthe Apostle? They werethefirst to attack you. Doyou
fear them? Surely God ismoredeserving of your fear, if you
aretruebelievers. Makewar onthem: God will chastisethem
a your handsand humblethem.”

TheKoranisfilledwith e aorateingructionsonthecon-
duct of war, the methods of executing theinfidels, there-
wardsthat will accrueto those martyredinaholy war.

Thevery nature of fundamentalismisto takethesein-
gructionsliteraly. Andthereisplenty of historical precedent.
For nearly 1,000 years, Europe was under nearly constant
siegefrom Idamicinvaders, fromthefirst Moorswho con-
quered Spainin 710 to thelast Ottoman attack on Viennain
1683. Solong asthetrend withintheModemworld today is
toward afundamentaist interpretation of Idam, theWest will
continueto faceanew threat toitssurvival.

—Human Events, October 22, 2001, p. 9
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TheWahhabi M ar xists

by Larry Witham

Anobscuresectariandividein U.S. Idamisgainingmore
attention asthe nation triesto understand the world's second-
largest faith.

Wahhabism, astrict form of Mudim orthodoxy backed
by Saudi Arabia swealth and itsmembers missionary zed,
may have overshadowed aternative
strandsof Iam here, itscriticssay.

Richmond, said Wahhabismismerdly part of religiousdiver-
sty workingitsdf outin America, not amgjor split among the
fathful.

“Theproblemisthat someideashave morefunding than
others,” she said, responding to the point about Saudi funding
of Wahhabi schools, literature and
religiousteachers.

Others say Wahhabism, which
ismorelikely toclamitis“truels
lam” and expect other Muslimsto
conform, ismerely part of thefaith’s
diversty.

“Wahhabismisidentifiableonly
with American Mudimsin Saudi reli-
giousorganizations,” said Sulayman
Nyang, a professor of Islam at
Howard University. “But it doesn’t
influence American Mudimslinked
to” other branchesof Idam.

Said to be the strictest of four

Wahhabism, which
Ismorelikelyto
claimitis“true

|slam” and expect
other Mudimsto

conform, ismerely

But shesaditsinfluenceinthe
United States, imported withimmi-
gration, hassoftened over theyears.

“It hasastrong presence, and
that makes it an issue for people
who are not Wahhabi. Butit’snot
asplitinldam. Itispart of themar-
ketplace of ideas.”

Wahhabism also has been
characterized asan ardent political
criticof Mudimregimesthat secu-
larize and of sectsthat arelessle-

: ) galigtic, suchasSufism.
legal schoolsof I9am, it wasrevived part of thefaith’s OneSufi leader, Sheik Hisham
by a religious leader named leGfSlt Kabbani, who founded theldamic
Muhammed Abd al-Wahhab, who y Supreme Council of Americaasan

joined forceswiththemilitary founder
of the Saudi dynasty.

alternativeto Wahhabi influence,
stirred an explosive debate on the

Mr. Nyang saidit grew froma
sect backed by the Saudi royal family to aworld movement,
especidly during the Cold War. “Theroyals, indliancewith
the United States, used Wahhabism in the Middle East to
drum up support against secular socialism,” hesaid. “So
there’ sunintended consequences.”

Wahhabi Idam hopesto enforceamorelitera interpre-
tation of theK oran, Idam’sholy book, in social custom and
criminal law, said Khalid Duran, aMudim scholar whoisof
the Sufi, or moremystica, persuasion.

“What we seetoday issomeleadersdemanding arigid-
ity that isredlly not ISamic,” hesaid. “They want to show off
asbeingmorepious. They aredl Wahhabis, thoughtheterm
isalittlebitloose.”

Hesadthey cdl themsdves®Idamist.”

He said Muslims abroad use the Wahhabi term nega-
tively “to mean fundamentalist, fascist,” and that inWestern
countriesit canbedivisveinitsmissonary zed.

But Azizaha-Hibri, alaw professor at the University of

issuein 1999.

InaState Department hearing, he said that 80 percent of
the nation’ smosques had been taken over by imams(Idamic
clergy) withWahhabilikeloydlties.

Estimatesof the number of mosques, or prayer centers,
inthe United Statesrange from 1,200 to 3,000.

For histestimony, Mr. Kabbani was denounced by a
coditionof established Mudimpoalitica groupshere, and cdled
a“hippi€’ or “guru” by orthodox Mudimswho ook askance
at Sufism.

Mr. Nyang of Howard University said the shelk spread
the Wahhabi |abdl too liberally acrossU.S. Mudlim leader-
ship.

Mrs. Al-Hibri rejected the shelk’s charge that policy
groupssuch asthe American Mudim Council (AMC) harbor
Wahhabism. “TheAMCisnot Wahhabi,” shesaid.

—The Washington Times, October 11, 201, p. A 14
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