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Putin, KGB and Communism
by John Stormer, Page 4

John Stormer continuesto explorewhat wereally
know about Putin. Is he a new kind of leader?
Read the evidence of Putin’scommunist rootsand
policies in the completion of Mr. Stormer’s ar-
ticle.

TheResurgenceof Communism
by J. Michagl Waller, Page 6

Leaders of a surprising number of European and
L atin American governmentswere communist agi-
tators as youths and no longer hide the origin of
their agendas. Read on.

And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1

November 2001
“Thereal driving force of history isthe revolutionary class struggle.”
-V.I.Lenin

TheHistorical Essenceof M ar xism/
L eninism
by David A. Noebel

TheMarxist/Leninist interpretation of history consistsof onemgjor and afew minor
players. Themgjor player isthedialectical nature of matter. All history—all redity—is
seen asthe outworking of thisal-encompassing concept. It isn't just that matter iseter-
nal, but that dial ectical matter iseternal. All elsefollowsfromthispremise. Dialectical
matter determineshistory and al that history encompasses.

Marxist/Leninistsunderstand matter or redlity (whether theredlity of physics, biol-
ogy, or the social sciences) to operatethrough aprocessof thesis, antithesis, and synthe-
ss. Whether subatomic or atomic, animate matter or inanimate, individual man or soci-
ety, dl liveand movedidectically, because did ecticsisthe essence of matter and matter
isultimately all that isreal. Theso-called “hidden lawsof nature” arethelawsof diaec-
tical process, and all nature obeystheselaws. Theselawswere*discovered” by Marx
and Engdsand areasimportant to comprehending historicd redity scientificaly asDawin's
discovery of evolutionary law isto comprehending biology scientifically.

Marxist/L eninistsbegin with eternal matter and spontaneous generation and view
history asaprogression of biological and economicevolutionthat ultimately will resultin
asociety of communist maninacommunist paradise. Accordingto Marxists, thefuture
communist society iswritteninto natureitself. The hidden, impersonal lawsof nature—
dialectica matter—have so determined the outcome. Man ismerely the consequence of
theseimpersona happenings, but manisgivenaminor roleto play, i.e., to nudge history
along alittlefaster toward its predetermined end.

History recordsthat socidist-communist man has been responsiblefor the death of
millionsin hisattempt to nudge history. Joseph Stdin alonewasguilty of “the persecution,
imprisonment, tortureand death of somefifty million humanbeings’ prior toWorld War
I1. Thehigtorica strugglefor communismislooked onassynonymouswiththebiological
strugglefor existence. Only thefit will survive, and the Marxistsbelievethat the prole-
tariat arethefit.

Theproblem, of course, iscalling ahalt to the historical processoncethedesired
end isaccomplished. According to thedialectica interpretation of redlity, all syntheses
aretrangitory, thatis, al becomenew thesesthat, inturn, rousetheir particular antitheses.
Theprocessnever ends; itiseterna. To view history asamovefrom eternal nonliving
matter to living matter, from living matter to man, from man the biologica animal toman

continued on next page

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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continued from previous page

the economic animal, from the economic to the social, and
fromthe social to the paradise of acommunist society—and
then call off thedialectical processbecausetheend hasbeen
accomplished—isaproblem of major proportions.

Thewholeprocessof human history istheworking of
didectica maiter through biologica evolution, economics, and
the social order. The struggle between the bourgeoisie and
the proletariat on the economic-social level isbasically the
samestruggleinvolved in theatom and in the evolutionary
processof living matter. Historical materialismisdiaectical
materidisnwrought inhigtory. Itishistorical determinismwith
avengeance. WhileMarxistsseek to makeman significant in
someways, impersonal, diaectical matter istheonly critica
aspect of theequation. Life, man, mind, love, ideas, and con-
sciousnessareall secondary to thegreat forcesdetermining
natureand history.

Marxism hasdevel opeditsinterpretation of history much
more completely than has Humanism. Indeed, the Marxist
view of history iscentra totheentiretheory of Marxism. Karl
Marx and Frederick Engelswere so confident of the power
of their approach to history that they believed it would lead
mankind into aclasdess, perfectly democratic society. Engdls,
inaprefaceto The Communist Manifesto, declaresthat the
pamphlet’scentral proposition “isdestined to do for history
what Darwin’stheory hasdonefor biology. . . .”

Marxists believe their historical perspectiveisbased
drictly onascientificview of theworld, and that thisscientific
approach makestheir view better suited than any other to
interpret history. Naturaly, the Marxist workstointegrate other
conclusionsof sciencewith hisown approach, including evo-
lutionary theory. V. |. Lenin providesafine exampleof the
Marxist faithin evolutionwhenhedeclares, “. . . Darwin put
anendto theview of animal and plant species being uncon-
nected, fortuitous, ‘ created by God' and immutable, and was
thefirst to put biology on an absolutely scientific basisby
establishing themutability and the succession of species.. . "

Thisbelief in evolution shapesthe Marxist view of his-
tory in much the sameway it shaped Secular Humanism’'s
view. TheMarxist seesevol ution ascontinuousdy encouraging
development and progressin living things; therefore he as-
sumesthat man has been constantly improving himself and
will continueto progressinthefuture. Thisattitudeissummed
up in The Fundamental s of Marxist-Leninist Philosophy:
“Human history has not been acontinuous and straight as-
cent, always and everywhere expressing the march of
progress. It hasknown reverses, zigzags, disasterssuch as
wars, barbarian invasions, the declineand fall of powerful
states, the disappearance of entire nations. But taken asa

wholeit has been an ascent, from one social -economic for-
mation to another, fromlower to higher forms.”

Inthissense, theMarxist/L eninist and Secular Humanist
viewsof history areidentical. However, aswill becomeclear,
Marxism createsamuch stronger framework for itshistorica
perspective.

For now, it isimportant to notethat Marxism’'s* scien-
tific’ approach to biology leavesnoroominitsworldview for
God, especialy aGod who might influence history. Maurice
Cornforth proclaims, “ Thewhol e conception of an externa
influenceat work in human affairs—whether itiscalled the
Absolute Spirit, God, Fate, or merely theinfluence of thestars,
makesvery littledifference—isanidedist conception, totally
foreign to scienceand thereforeto Marxism.” The scientific
approachto history, accordingtotheMarxi<t, leavesnoroom
for God, or indeed any supernatura entities. For thisreason,
theMarxist view of history istermed Historical Materiaism.
In an effort to be consistent with their philosophy, Marxists
clingtothe” scientific” assumptionthat only matter existsand
only it caninfluenceworld events. Sdinwrites, “. . . Marx’s
philosophical materialism holdsthat theworldisby itsvery
nature material, that the multifold phenomenaof theworld
constitute different formsof matter in motion, that intercon-
nection and interdependence of phenomena, as established
by the dialectical method, arealaw of the devel opment of
moving matter, and that the world devel opsin accordance
with thelaws of movement of matter and standsin no need of
a‘universa spirit.””

Thisisthecrucial proposition for the Marxist view of
history and, indeed, for the Marxist worldview. Neither God,
nor angels, nor men’s souls act as the actual basisfor the
workingsof history; rather, matter obeying specificlawsdrives
theprogressof theworld. For theMarxist, matter isprimary,
and anything e se(if thereisanything else) isbut apalereflec-
tion. Thequestionsarise, then: What specific materia things
form thefoundation onwhich man’ssocietiesare based?And
do any of theinstitutionsor peoplein society play any rolein
charting the courseof history?

Matter asthe BasisFor the Social Superstructure

Thecentrd flaw of other worldviews' perceptionsof his-
tory, according tothe Marxi<, isthat theseviewsdo not rec-
ognizetheroot materia causebehindal historical movement.
Frederick Engelsdeclares, “ Theinconsistency [in other ap-
proachesto history] doesnot lieinthefact that ideal driving
forcesarerecognized, but in theinvestigation not being car-
ried further back behind theseinto their motive causes.” That
is, theMarxist will admit that sometimestheworkingsof men's
mindsinfluencehistory, but theseworkingsareultimately in-
fluenced by materia forcesoutside of man. Thus, Marx pos-
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tulates, “ It isnot the consciousness of men that determines
their existence, but, on the contrary, their socid existencede-
terminestheir consciousness.” If onewantsto get at thereal
driving forcebehind history, he must look beyond theideas of
mento thetrueredlity of themateria world.

Specifically, he must examine mankind’smeansof pro-
duction and exchangeto understand thebasisfor al historica
progress. Marxists believe thismaterial, concrete aspect of
man’s culture determinesthe historical development of the
speciesof man. Engelstates, “ The materialist conception of
history startsfrom the principlethat production, and with pro-
duction the exchange of its products, isthe basis of every
socid order.” Put moresimply, economicsisthedrivingforce
of history—asMarx says, “With the change of the economic
foundation the entireimmense superstructureismoreor less
rapidly trandformed.” Engelselaborates “ Theeconomic struc-
tureof society awaysfurnishesthereal basis, starting from
whichwe can aonework out the ultimate explanation of the
wholesuperstructureof juridical and political institutionsas
well asof religious, philosophica and other ideasof agiven
historical period.”

TheMarxist believesthat economicsactsasthefounda:
tion for man’swhole social superstructure. Judging from
Engels slast statement, aswell asMarx’s prediction that so-
cia consciousnessisdetermined by socia existence, it would
also seem that Marxists believe man’sideas are shaped by
theparticular economic system extant in hissociety. A careful
reading of Marxist |eaders provesthisassumption true. Marx
and Engelsproclam, “Mordlity, rdigion, metaphysics, al the
rest of ideology and their corresponding formsof conscious-
ness. . . nolonger retain the semblance of independence. They
have no history, no devel opment; but men, developing their
materid productionandtheir materia intercourse, dter, dong
withthistheir real existence, their thinking and the productsof
their thinking.”

Elsewhere Engelsdeclaresthat “in every historical ep-
och, the prevailing mode of economic production and ex-
change, andthesocid organization necessarily following from
it, formthebassuponwhichisbuilt up, and fromwhich aone
can beexplained, the political and intellectual history of that
epoch....”

Thisattitudeismaintainedin modern Marxist thought, as
well. Cornforth saysthat “ circumstances not only limit what
men can do, but condition what in practicethey want to do;
peopl€ sdesires, amsand ideal sare conditioned by their cir-
cumstances; what one effectively wantsto do, or would like
to seedone, takesits start from the circumstancesin which
thewishisborn. . . . men’swaysof thinking—the scope of
their ideas, thewaysthey conceive of themselvesand of the
world about them—are conditioned by circumstances.” The

Fundamentals of Marxist-Leninist Philosophy sums up:
“In complete accord with thematerialist world outlook, his-
torical materialism proceedsfrom the proposition that social
exigenceisprimary inrelationto socia consciousness. Socid
consciousnessisareflection of socia existence. It may bea
more or less correct reflection or it may befalse. It is not
sociad consciousnessor theideasof somepolitical |eader that
determinethe system of socid lifeand thedirection of social
development, astheidealistsassume. Onthecontrary, itis
social existence that ultimately determines social con-
sciousness, theideas, aspirationsand aims of individuals
and social classes.

For Marxism, the economic structure of society proves
to bethedriving force of history. Governments, courts, phi-
losophies, and religionsall are based on thisfoundation and
thereforeaffect history only totheextent that economicsshapes
their ability to guideman’sdevel opment. Thusit appearsthat,
for the Marxist, economicsisthe only dynamicforceinhis-
tory, and all other aspects of mankind and his society are
determined by it. The Marxist, however, attemptsto evade
thiscondusionby daming that economics, inshaping ociety’s
superstructureand man'sideas, doesnot | eavethese second-
ary forces predetermined and powerless. Engelswrites, “Ac-
cording to thematerialist conception of history thedetermin-
ing element in history isultimately the production and repro-
ductioninreal life. Morethan thisneither Marx nor | have
ever asserted. If therefore somebody twiststhisinto the state-
ment that the economic element isthe only determining one,
hetransformsit into ameaningless, abstract and absurd phrase.
Theeconomic situationisthe basis, but thevariouselements
of the superstructure. . . also exercisetheir influence upon
the course of the historical strugglesand in many casespre-
ponderatein determiningtheir form.”

Obvioudy, Marxistsrefuseto draw thelogicaly neces-
sary conclusion from historical materiaism: that manhasno
say inthe progress of society and thought. Why? Because
this conclusion would destroy the need for a Marxist
worldview, because (if it weretrue) it would mean that manis
powerlessto changethe course of history and therefore need
not act or adhereto any ideology. But canthe Marxist escape
thisconclusion after placing such an emphasis on the eco-
nomic basisfor history?

Adapted from Dr. Noebel'swork Under standing the Times:
The Religious Worldviews of Our Day and the Search for
Truth. For those interested in studying further in this area,
you may order the book from the Bookshelf found on Page 8.
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Putin, KGB, and

Communism
by John Stor mer

Of Putin’sfrequent words of commitment to main-
taining freedom of the pressand opposition to government
censorship, Berezovsky says. “ Forget thewords, watch the
actions.” Sometimeseventhewordsof Putinand hiskey people
are contradictory. German Gref, the head of the Center of
Strategic Research, the M oscow-based think tank which de-
veloped Putin’seconomic program in double-speak charac-
teristicof oldlinecommunigts, saidinaradiointerview: “We
must end an omni present state control of businesses—but the
state’srolemust beincreased.”

In spite of thegoal of “ ending omnipresent state control
of business,” the state’ srolein businesses has been increased
with, for example, amoveto takeover vodkaproduction. In
a Moscow dispatch, the London Observer reported: “A
shakeup of Russasdcohol industry isprovoking fearsamong
M oscow vodkamagnatesthat President Vladimir Putinis
determined to bring their industry back under state control.”

Among Putin’s moves were establishment of
Rosspirtprom asthe state watchdog” overseeing vodkapro-
ductionwith authority to make key a cohol industry appoint-
mentsand clamp down on manufacturersnot making adequate
profits. Intheprocessone of themost powerful vodkamer-
chantswas ousted in aboardroom coup and “ hospitalized,”
threatsto another vodka businessman sent himinto hiding
and athird faced criminal proceedingsafter hisofficeswere
raided by special economic crimespolice.

Inspiteof the cautionsthat should have developed from
heeding Berezovsky’ swarning to “forget hiswords—watch
hisactions’ President Clinton expressed high hopesfor theca
reer of thenew Russian|eader. Columnist MonaCharenraised
animportant question, writing: “IsRussaheading for dictator-
ship? Arguably, it trembleson the brink. And the Clinton ad-
ministration hasdone everything possibleto giveit acardess
shove. How dsetointerpret President Clinton’sgushing praise
of Vladimir Putin, Russan’sacting presdent? InMr. Putin, the
president said, * Russiahas someonebeing capable of beinga
very strong, and effective, and sraightforward leader.””

Charen commented on Clinton’s remarks, saying,
“Sraightforward? Even accepting that Mr. Clintonisthelast
person on Earth to judge honesty, one might have expected a
bit morerestraint.”

Few would be surprised that Clinton and hispeople might
show approvad for abudding dictator. However, the support
of othersissurprising. Columnist William Rusher, alongtime

conservativeanti-communist and one-time publisher of con-
servative William Buckley’sNational Review quickly wrote:
“I'll admit I’ m sticking my neck out but | think itispossible,
bordering onlikedly, that \VVIadimir Putin hasbeen gettingabum
rap. Beforewepull theplug onhim, let’sseewhat thisnewly
el ected president of the Russian Federation can do.”

Rusher detailed someof Putin’sred “shortcomings’ and
hisK GB background but added, “1 must say, however, that
these supposed misdeeds don’t impress me greatly.” He
added: “My guessisthat, with Vladimir Putin, what you seeis
pretty much what you get: aserious, no-nonsense kind of
person, who at 47 isold enough to know that Soviet-style
ruthlessnessisout, and young enoughtotry toreplaceit with
something moreattractiveand viable.”

Shortly after Yeltsinresgned and gppointed thetop KGB
official Putin asacting president, the usually conservative
Georgie Anne Geyer wrote: “ The problem until now inthe
West with understanding aVladimir Putinisfoundinabasic
misunderstanding of how countriesdevelop. Wewant tothink
that aleader can beeither ahard liner or areformer, aman of
rigid power or aman of flexibility and change. But thisisnot
true. Why can he not beahard liner and areformer?

“Higoricdly, thegreet reformerswereadmost dwaysmen
of autocratic meansand mien, if only becausethey had to
hold sufficient power to be ableto restructure the country.
Think of Kemal Attaturk in Turkey. Think of LeeKwanYuin
Singapore. Think, too (whether we particularly likehim per-
sondly or not) of Augusto Pinochetin Chile.

“Almogt al of thecountriesthat havedeveloprapidly in
our era—and that have moved onto agenuinely representa-
tive democracy—nhave gone through thiskind of ahouse
cleaning authoritarian period....If thisiswhat Russaisfacing
after thedisntegration of thelast nineyears, that might not be
suchabadthing.”

Presdent Bush, like President Clinton, Secretary of State
Madelaine Albright, and various mediapundits, appearsto
have been bedazzled by Putinaswell. After thetwo met on
Bush'srecent trip to Europe, Bushinvited Putintovisist his
ranchin Texasand gushed over the Russian leader, saying, “ |
looked themanintheeye. | found himto bevery sraightfor-
ward and trustworthy. Wehad avery good dialogue. | was
ableto get asenseof hissoul.”

Isthe Bush statement the expected wordsof “diplomacy”
or has Putin succeeded in adeception like Stalin worked on
President Rooseveltwhosaid, “1 likeold Joe, | canwork with
him.” Bush’'s Secretary of State Colin Powell appearsto show
ablindnesstoward communism. Onarecent Sunday morning
network interview, hediscussed Russaand said, “Wehaveto
redizethat after centuriesof dictatorship under the Czarsthey
arenow moving toward democracy.” What about the 70 years
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of brutal communist dictatorships? No mention of that.

Could thosewho hopefor the best beright? Or arewe
succumbing again to that circumstanceformer UN ambassa-
dor Jeane Kirkpatrick described which resulted in the mass
murdersof Adolf Hitler’sNazism and themurderouscommu-
nismof Marx and Leninbrought totheworld? Mrs. Kirkpatrick
pointed out that both movements stated clearly what they
plannedto doto the Jewsand theworld. Wesuffered because
“wemade consciousdecisonsto disbelievethehorrible.”

Thedifference, of course, between Putin and the other
strong manreformers Geyer cited, like Attaturk and Pinochet,
wasthat they werenot communists. They hadthegoa of redl
reform. Putin hasnever repudiated hiscommunist background
and hisactionssincebecoming presdent indicatethat theearly
hopes expressed by even thosewith an anti-communist back-
ground haveno basisinfact.

Putin, for example, with the support of the communists
and Soviet-eraofficids, revived theold Soviet nationa anthem
with new wordswritten by the composer of theorigina an-
them, which praised Stdin. Libera politiciansand somecul-
turd figuresassailed reinstatement of the Soviet musicsayingit
invokesthememory of totditarian ruleand politica repression.

In addition to consolidating power at home, Putin has
moved to srengthentieswith other Communist nations, hardly
theaction of areal reformer. During hisfirst year aspresi-
dent, Putin visited such old-linecommunist alliesasLibya,
Vietnam, North Koreaand China, stepped up armssalesto
China, Irag, Iranand India.

TheBerlinWall came downin 1989 and asaresult of
Gorbachev’sglasnost and perestroika communism suppos-
edly died and the Soviet Unionwas supposedly disbandedin
1991. Almost four yearsbeforeit al happened, from my
study of Gorbachev’s speechesand writings, the pronounce-
mentsof Communist congressesand meetingswith Commu-
nist leadersand some“reformers,” | spelled out in speeches
and newdetterswhat | felt werethefivegod sof Gorbachev's
perestroika and glasnost programs. My analysiswas pub-
lishedinearly 1989 intheintroduction to the paperback None
DareCall It Treason—25 YearsLater in 1991. Thosefive
goalsof the K GB/Gorbachev/Ydtsn/Communist Party com-
binewere (and are):

(1) Easing someof the mounting tensionsamong hun-
gry, freedom-starved peopleinthe Soviet Union and Eastern
Europeand giving them and Communi st Party membershope
that the system could beimproving (while at the sametime
identifying redl dissdentsfor possiblefuturedimination). The
communisiswererepeating atechniqueused at least fivetimes
sincethey seized power in 1917.

(2) Obtaining desperately needed Western economicaid
and technology for the collapsing socialist economiesof the

Red bloc nations—again, apracticethey repested successfully
under Leninand Stalin during the 1920s, 1930sand since.

(3) GivetheUnited Statesand thewest the confidence
to disarm, which hasbeen done.

(4) Communists are great magicians and masters of
deceit. Dramatic eventsin Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union havedrawn attention (likethemagician’shand in the
air) whilecommunism’s* other hand” continuesto advance
and solidify. Central and South America, Cambodia, Afghani-
stan, Koreaand the Philippines. (While headlineswerean-
nouncing that the Berlin Wall was cracking, Gorbachev-sup-
plied Communist guerillasin El Salvador |launched anew wave
of terrorismwhichkilled 800infivedays.)

(5) Encouraging libera intellectualswho believethat
Marx’sdream of aone-world socialist government can be
achieved without abloody Communist revolution if theWest
movesto the L eft while Sovietsevolve and melow and move
toward the* center”—to achieveaNew World Order.

Gorbachev set the program in place and stepped aside
to be a senior world statesman with headquaters for his
Gorbachev Foundationintheformer U.S. Army headquar-
tersinthe San Francisco Presidio. HisMoscow officesarein
theformer quarter of the Lenin School of Political Warfare.

With Gorbachev moved aside, thefive point program
hasbeen continued very successfully by BorisYdtsinand now
by Vladimir Putin with the help and applause of thewest.

Somewould say Russiaisa“ paper tiger,” but thistiger
has nukeswhich can betargeted on usinminutes. Russaand
Putin aso control Caspian Seaoil and the pipelinesthrough
whichit comestothewest. The Caspian basin may holdthe
world'slargest petroleum reserves. They are being devel-
oped withbillionsof U.S. and European dollars. What if the
communistsand theld amic stateswith whom they aredevel -
oping closetiesshut down our gas pumps?

What should wedo?

1. Redlizethat Communismisnot dead in Russiaor the
world.

2. Redlizethat Communismcan't survivein Russa, China
or esewherein theworld without regular transfersof aid and
technology and/or profitsfrom tradewith thewest.

3. Returntothe Reagan policy of “trust but verify” and
make no agreementson which our future survival depends.

4. Reversetheten-year U.S. policy of unilateral disar-
mament and rebuild military strengthand morale.

5. Develop and deploy defenses against missile attacks
by “rogue’ nationsAND Russiaand China.

6. Proceed to become more energy independent.

7. See God' s protection through personal and national
revivd.
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“Several days before the attacks on the World Trade
Center, | wasin Miami interviewing, among other hemispheric
officias, Francisco Flores, the president of El Salvador. We
soonwerediscussing apossibleresurgenceof theleftinLatin
America”

—Georgie Ann Geyer, The Washington Times, Sep-
tember 21, 2001

“Marxismdill rulesinthemaost popul ousnation on earth—
China—andisbeing reinvigorated intheWest; with old-style
campusradicas.”

—GeneEdward Veith, World, September 1, 2001, p. 17

“East Germany’ srenamed and resurgent communistsare
poised to return to power in Berlin, just 12 years after the
wall wasdemolished.”

—The Washington Times, August 31, 2001, A15

TheResurgenceof

Communism
by J. Michael Waller

Just over adecade after the collapse of the Berlin Wall,
the old East German Communist Party shares power inthe
once-divided capital’scoalition government. The European
Union's(EU’s) defense-palicy chief isaformer professional
Marxist agitator from Spain. The primeminister of France
recently was unmasked asa Trotskyite molewithin the So-
cialist Party. Last winter, former comrades exposed
Germany’sforeign minister asa1970scollaborator withthe
terrorist Baader-Meinhof Gang. Even Germany’s Social
Democratic chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder, admitted recently
that he had sympathi zed with theterrorist groupsthat tried to
overthrow the system he now |eads.

Theworld appearsto be shaking off its post-Soviet re-
pudiation of Marxism and left-wing extremism. In Genoa, the
revanchist branch of theltalian Communist Party—their red
bannersand Che Guevaraflagshera ding the reemergence of
amilitance not seen since the 1960s—Ied the bloody van-
guard of violent protest against theindustrialized democra-
cies.

From its seedy Soviet-built headquartersin Budapest,
the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY), cre-
ated half acentury ago asaninternationa Soviet-front orga-
nization under the control of the Soviet Communist Party
Central Committee and the KGB, and somehow still alive,
goaded the protestors on with inflammatory statements of
support. Whenthe Genoaviolence subsided, WFDY issued

arelease s uting the protestors and condemning vehemently
“the brutal and cruel attack and treatment of the demonstra-
torsby theItalian security forces: and the* cold blooded kill-
ing” of amasked protestor who wastryingto dam afireex-
tinguisher through apolice-car window.

“Inthe 1980swe observed that Marxist-L eninist anti-
democratic groupswere cons stently supported and helped
by misguided members of theleft wing of the Social Demo-
cratic partiesin Europe and anumber of other regions,” says
Congtantine C. Menges, aformer national intelligence officer
at the CIA whoisnow asenior fellow at the Hudson I nstitute
inWashington. “ Regrettably, they seemto havelearnedlittle
fromtherevelationsthat followed the unraveling of commu-
nismin Eastern Europe, and it appears that many of these
mi sguided groups and individual sare back supporting anti-
democratic, radical causes. Asexamples, they are support-
ing the[Hugo] Chavez regimeinVenezuelaand the commu-
nist guerillasin Colombia.”

Inspired by Libyan leader Muammar Qaddafi and Cuba's
Fde Cadtro, military strongman Chavezisturning oil-rich Ven-
ezudaintoapopulist, anti-U.S. dictatorship, say U.S. intelli-
gencesources. They tell Insight that Chavezisprovidinga
safehavenfor the Revolutionary Armed Forcesof Colombia
(FARC) narcoguerillas, an 18,000-man insurgency that be-
gan decades ago asan offshoot of thelocal Communist Party
and gill clingsto Marxist-Leninist ideology.

U.S. policy during the Clinton administration provided
Colombia, acountry twiceaslargeasFrance, with themeans
to combat drug producersand traffickersbut deliberately re-
stricted the use of U.S.-supplied military equipment to pre-
vent Bogotafrom effectively fighting the FARC. A U.S.-
brokered“ peace’ processhelped givethe FARC aprotected
sanctuary thesize of Switzerland in the heart of the country.
Now, Colombiafacesthe prospect of disintegration asthe
cocaine- and heroin-financed FARC gainsmilitary ground.

Economichardtimesandthedifficult trangtionsfrom popu-
list welfare-sateregimesto market-based sysemsarecreating
hardship and malaiseacrossmuch of Latin America, including
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
member Ecuador and industrial powerhouses Argentinaand
Brazil. Far-left politiciansnow runthe Western Hemisphere's
most populous cities: Mexico City and Sao Paulo, Brazil.
M asked Zapati stagunmen spouting Marxist rhetoric gained
political legitimacy last year in Mexico, entering into negotia-
tionswiththegovernment and evendictating termsinthename
of an oppressed I ndian minority inthe southern part of thecoun-
try. AcrossMexico, Zapatistal eader Subcomandante Marcos,
aswaggering figureinablack ski mask who smokesapipe,
enjoysacult following of sorts. Touristseven canbuy chic
Marcos postcardsat airport gift shops.
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In Centra America, wherethe Reagan Doctrine stopped
Soviet expansonisminthe 1980s, theextremeleftisworking
withinthe political system to take power. The Farabundo
Marti Nationa Liberation Front, theformer communist gue-
rillaarmy in El Salvador that tried to shoot itsway into power
and murdered U.S. servicemen in the process, is now the
second-strongest palitical forceinthe country. 1t controlsthe
capital city and dominatesthe national Legidature, andisfa
vored to oust the ruling conservative party. Next door in
Nicaragua, pollsshow former Sandinistacomandante Dani€l
Ortegawithaplurality of popular support for the November
presidentia elections.

Evenin Chile, arguably themost prosperouscountry in
South Americaafter the economic reformsof the Pinochet
military regime, thefar left isascendant. “The Chilean Socid-
ist Party, whichwon the presidency, isthemost radical of al
themainline socialist partiesintheworld,” notesWallaceH.
Spaulding, aVirginia-based researcher who writesannua re-
portson the status of theworld’sfar-left movements. “The
president was el ected with Communist Party support. Inthe
1990sthe Chilean Socidistssigned adeclarationin Pyongyang
[North Koreq] that even half theworld’'s Communist parties
wouldn’'t sign. Morerecently, they attended the Belgrade
Forum, the broadest and most successful leftist event going,
in support of [ousted Yugoslavian dictator Slobodan]
Milosavic”

And soonaround theworld. HardcoreMaoist guerillas
are poised to take over the Himal ayan M ountai n kingdom of
Nepd. Junglefighterswho unabashedly cal themsalvescom-
munists are waging war on the Philippines. In partsof the
former Soviet Union, the Communists al so are ascendant.
Moldovansrecently elected aCommunist astheir new presi-
dent. Russian votershave giventhe Communistsdominance
of thefedera parliament and in many of the country’s89re-
gions. Andthenthereareall of those“former” Communists
who have shed the C-word and class-strugglerhetorictoform
theoligarch classesruling most of theformer U.S.SR.

Someof themain Soviet internationa front organizations
that coordinated anti-U.S. “active-measures’ campaigns
around the world during the Cold War still are around, no
longer controlled by M oscow but asindependent entitieswith
murky funding sources. The World Peace Council (WPC),
which coordinated much of theinternational “ peace’” move-
ment against President Ronald Reagan’smilitary buildupin
the 1980s, was nothing morethan anear-vacant set of offices

staffed by ademoralized skeleton crew whenInsight visited
itsHelsinki headquartersin the weeksfollowing the Soviet
collapsein 1991. But, no more.

Absent the Soviet-enforced cohesion, thefractious| eft
hasdeveloped into afree-for-al amongrival factions. “ After
the Soviet collapse, the North K orean and French Commu-
nist parties competed for |eadership of theformerly Soviet-
backed international communist movement, Sponsoring com-
peting systemsof conferencesand festivas,” says Spaulding.
Inhisannual report ontheglobally organized far | €eft, titled Is
the Comintern Coming Back?, Spaulding found that
Pyongyang “ emerged asthe more aggressive purveyor of a
Left-Stalinist party line. The French Communist Party isthe
maost conspicuouspromoter of internationa conferenceswithin
aparliamentary-democratic framework.”

Spaulding says, “ Shorn of its Kremlin subsidies, the
World Peace Council shut itsdoorsand began using thefa-
cilitiesof the French peacemovement.” But squabbling forced
the WPC to close again when the French Communist Party
sided withthe Kosovar Albaniansinthelate 1990s, prompt-
ing the Greek Communist Party to take over the organization
and moveitsheadquartersto Athenswhereitisgoing strong.

“Many of theinternational communist-front organiza-
tionsare continuing to operate, but they now are hiding be-
hind oneleve of cover—groupsthat arein theantiglobalism
coalition,” aveteran U.S. intelligence officer explains. “A
lot of funding has comefrom the Communist Party of India
The North Korean Communist Party hastaken over some
coordinationinrecent years.” Some analystshypothesize
that the Peopl €' s Republic of Chinamight betryingtojump-
gart themachinery of theold Soviet front groups, usng North
Koreaasa“funding cutout.” But thefrontshave changed
their terminology: Marxist-Leninist rhetoricisgone, replaced
by antiglobalism themes. “It doesn’t arouse the concern of
Western governmentsor get stereotyped as being antidemo-
cratic,” saysalongtime observer. “Though thereisacon-
siderable organizational structure behind the antiglobalist
movement, itisn’t totally coordinated. Muchisspontane-
ous.” Spaulding notes, “ Theserallies have been organized
by acombination of Marxists, anarchists, ecol ogists, femi-
nistsand gay-rightsactivists. And nobody hasbeen ableto
get control.”

Insight, September 3, 2001, p. 18-19
To be continued.
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