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TheEssenceof Marxist/ Leninist

Economics
by David A. Noebel

“ The theory of Communists may be summed up in the single sentence: Aboli-
tion of private property.”
—Karl Marx

“ Communi st soci ety meansthat everything—the land, the factories—i s owned
in common. Communism means working in common.”
—V.l.Lenin

“The economic basis of the new world order must be the establishment of a
unified planned system of economy.”
—Georgi Shakhnazarov

“1 ama convinced socialist. . . . As we dismantle the Salinist system, we are
not retreating from socialism but are moving toward it.”
—Mikhail Gorbachev

TheMarxig/Leninist worldview’ stheology isatheism; itsphilosophy isdidectical
materidism; itseconomicsissociaism/communism. Itisprobably safeto say that before
Karl Marx, peopledid not view economicsand modesof production ascrucid to either
their consciousnessor the quest for utopia. Since Marx, economics has never beenthe
same,

Marx’scounterpart, Frederick Engels, best demonstrated the primacy of economic
theory in Marxism’sworldview when hedeclared, “thefinal causesof all socia changes
and politica revolutionsareto be sought, notin men’sbrains, not in man’sbetter insight
into eternal truth and justice, but in changesin the modes of production and exchange.
They areto be sought, not in the philosophy, but in the economics of each particul ar
epoch.” Thisclaim obvioudy hasfar-reachingimplications—not only inthe economic
discipline, but in psychol ogy, sociology, philasophy, ethics, and history. Thisarticlewill
focuson the economic aspectsof Marxism.

Becausethe Marxist assumesthat the mode of production formsthefoundationfor
society, he concludesthat any illsextant in society aretheresult of imperfect modes of
production. Further, societies have been gradudly improving because the economic sys-
temsonwhichthey havebeenfounded aregradudly improving (thanksto the progressive

continued on next page
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forcesof evolution and thediaectic). Slavery wasimperfect,
sothediaectical processled society into feudalism, whichin
turn hasformed the new synthesisof capitalism. Unfortu-
nately, capitalism, too, hasinherent flawsand contradictions
that have led to the oppression of theworking class by the
bourgeois.

Marxistsbelievethat the proletariat (thosewithout prop-
erty) and the bourgeois (thosewho own private property and/
or thetoolsof production) are clashing within theframework
of dialectica materidismand that their clash eventually will
resultinanew, morehighly evolved synthesis. Thissynthess,
which hasalready been achieved in theformer Soviet Union
and the Peopl € sRepublic of China(among other countries),
isknown associaism. With the advent of socialism, awhole
new society evolves. Marxistsarguethat al other socia ingti-
tutionsfollow theeconomicingtitution. Socidismremovesthe
meansof production from the handsof the minority (thebour-
geois) and putsit inthe hands of the State, the Party, or the
people. Reportsreveal ed that the East German Communi st
Party, for example, wasworth billionsof dollars. Thus,ina
socialist society, all private property will gradually be abol-
ished and man no longer will oppresshisfellow maninan
effort to protect hisprivate property. When al private prop-
erty and, consequently, all classdistinctions have withered
away, thedow transition from socialism to the highest eco-
nomic form, communism, will be complete. What economic
formwill follow communismwill bedetermined by theeternd
workingsof thedialectic, but Marxistsare hoping that once
communismfindly arrivesitwill remainfor many, many yeers—
someMarxistsplacethefigureat millionsof years.

For now, communismisthe ultimate economic system
becauseit adheresto themaxim, “ From each accordingto his
ability, to each according to hisneeds.” Whereassociadismis
tainted by capitalism and thuswill still reward resourcesto
workersaccording to their labor, communismwill createa
society inwhichwork becomes*life' sprimewant,” thereby
doing away with the need for incentivesto work. Man will
produce abundantly because hewill befreed from coercion,
and scarcity will becomeadistant memory.

Theultimateaim of Marxism/Leninismisthecreation of
apolitical world order based on communism that will solve
theeconomic problem of scarcity so efficiently that eachindi-
vidual will seehisevery need and most of hiswantsfulfilled.
Once communist man evolves, hewill not want morethan he
knows is best for the new world order. Marx pictured the
perfect communist society asonethat would requireafew
hours of work each morning, with afternoonsfreefor recre-
ation, and eveningsset asdefor cultura activities.

Economics plays a much larger role in the Marxist
worldview thaninether Christianity or Secular Humanism. In
fact, economicsactsasamajor portion of thefoundation for
Marxist sociological, legdl, politica, and historical views, ac-
cordingtoMarx: “Thegenera conclusionat which| arrived
and which, oncereached, continued to serve astheleading
thread inmy studies, may bebriefly summed up asfollows. In
thesocia production which men carry onthey enter into defi-
niterelationsthat areindispensabl e and independent of their
will; theserelations of production correspond to adefinite
stage of development of their material powersof production.
Thesumtotal of theserelationsof production congtitutesthe
economic structure of society—thereal foundation onwhich
riselegal and political superstructuresand to which corre-
spond definiteformsof socia consciousness. The mode of
productionin materid lifedeterminesthegenera character of
thesocid, political, and spiritual processesof life.”

For the Marxi<t, asociety’ seconomic system affectsthe
lawsenacted, thetype of government, and thewholerole of
society in day-to-day lifeand throughout history. Whileevery
individual would grant that economicsaffectstheserealmsto
someextent, theMarxist claimsthat economicsdictatestheir
precise character. Marxism believesthat anation’seconomic
system controlsthedirection of every other ingtitutioninthat
oCiety.

Working with thispremise, Marxistsnaturally draw the
conclusion that oneeconomic systemissuperior todl others,
because one system must direct society inamore positive
manner than any others. They point to theevilsin capitalist
society and concludethat capitalismisan economic system
withinherent problemsthat poison all of society. Thus, for the
Marxist, capitalism must be replaced with amore humane
economic system.

According to Marx, the key problemwith capitalism
isthat it breeds exploitation. He saysthat in capitalist soci-
ety the bourgeois e hasresolved persona worth into exchange
value, and“inoneword, for exploitation, veiled by religious
and paliticd illusons, it has substituted naked, shameless, di-
rect, brutal exploitation.” Wewill examineMarx’sexplana
tionfor capitalism’sinherent tendency to explait | ater, but what
isimportant to understand now isthat every Marxist per-
ceivescapitaismashaving outlived itsuseful ness.

Inmoderntimes, L. Leontyev echoesMarx: “Inredlity
capitalism exposesthe bulk of the population, theworking
people, to exploitation by aninsignificant minority. Aninse-
curelife, an uncertain futureand worsening living conditions,
suchisthelot of millionsof working peoplein capitalist soci-
ety. Themechanicsof capitalist society issuchthat thework-

continued on Page 7
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TheDialectic Faith

by Dr. Fred C. Schwar z

Featuresof theDialectic

Thefirs featureof thediaecticistheaxiomthat progress
isinherent in change. Thedidecticisadynamic philosophy. It
saysthat nothing is, that everythingisin astate of flux or de-
velopment. Thedialectic would teach, for example, that no
man can stand twice on the bank of the sameriver, for the
secondtimeitisatotally different river. Inasimilar way, ev-
erythingisin processof devel opment and change. Around us
isavast panoramaof changing circumstancesand conditions.
Withinthevastnessof thischange, thereisaprinciple of de-
veloping organization, thereismovement from lower to higher.
Hidden withinthediversity and apparent purposel essness of
changethereisaprincipleof progress.

The Communistsmake no attempt to provethat progress
isat theheart of change. Itisoneof their axioms. They accept
it by faith. Inthissense, itisapseudo-religiousbelief.

Theword* progressive’ has become oneof their basic
words. The Communist bookstorein LosAngelesiscalled
the“Progressive” Bookstore. Thelast mgjor political assault
the Communists made on the presidency of the United States
wasthroughthe“Progressive’ Party. The Communistsinla
bor unionsawaysrefer tothemsalveseither asthe”Militants’
or the" Progressives.”

TheCommunigsagpply thisprincipleof progressin change
totheir own statuswithin society. Liu Shao-chi writes: “ . ..
thequestion arises: Can Communi st society bebrought about?
Our answer is‘yes.” About thisthewholetheory of Marx-
ism-Leninismoffersascientific explanationthat leavesnoroom
for doubt. It further explainsthat asthe ultimate result of the
classstruggle of mankind, such asociety will inevitably be
brought about.”

They arethewaveof thefuture. Their victory isascer-
tain astherising of the sun becausethesamemateria law that
causesthe sunto risein the morning has ordained that they
shdl conquer and ruletheworld. Of thisthey havenovestige
of doubt.

Becausethey believethiscompletely, their convictions
areundisturbed by any evidenceto the contrary that may ap-
pear day by day. They stand above the changing scene of
daily ebb and flow and seethe currentsand tides of history.
Theideathat their faith can be shattered by anything they see
at present isnaiveto the point of imbalance. Just how wide-
spread theignorance of thisiswasrevealed by many of the
reasons advanced in support of Khrushchev’svisit to the
United Statesin September, 1959. An argument frequently
put forward was: Let usshow K hrushchev how the people of

Americalive; let him seetheir finehomes, their modern auto-
mobiles, their open churches. When he seesdl thishewill be
impressed andwill realizetheerror of hispreviousviewpoint.
Such an argument as this displays gross ignorance of
Khrushchev'sdidecticd fath. Inthefirst place, Khrushchev's
espionage system was such that he was ableto discover the
most intimate secretsof American atlomic science. Toimagine
that he needed to come to Americato discover how the
American peoplelived, inwhat kind of housesthey lived and
how many carsthey had isutterly infantile. Hewasequally
well aware of the power and preparedness of America smili-
tary might. But evenif thiswerenot so, evenif Khrushchev's
tour of Americahad revea ed to him many unsuspected facts
about the American way of life, none of these could have
changed him fundamentally. For present conditionsand cir-
cumstanceshavelittleauthority to him. KhrushchevisaCom-
muni st, not because of the present, but because of thefuture.
Hislifeisgoverned by avision of thefuture. Thefuture be-
longsto the Communists. They will inevitably conquer the
world. You do not judge abuilding by the temporary scaf-
foldingonwhichitsbuilderswalk. You seethevisoninthe
mind of thearchitect.

Ananaogy may bedrawn fromthe production of sted!.
Themanufacturer promisesabeautiful, burnished sted. Inorder
to obtain thisend product, themetal must go through certain
dirty unattractive stages. At onestageit istreated in the sear-
ing, flaming hesat of thefurnace. Wereyouto go to the manu-
facturer at thisparticular stage and say, “ You have not kept
your word. Thisisnot steel. Itismerely flame and heat. |
can’t usethis!” hewould|ook at you in utter amazement.

When the Communigtslistento our argumentsbased on
present circumstancesand conditions, they must certainly be
amazed, for their whole program rests on the future.
Khrushchev waswell aware of America spresent wealthand
power. Heisreported ashaving said, “ Anyonewho doesnot
know that Americaisrich and strongisunbelievably stupid.”
Thisredization merdy confirmshisfathinthegreater glory of
thefuture Communist state.

Itisthisfutureinwhich heisinterested andinwhich he
firmly believes. Inthelast analysis, hebdievesintheinevi-
tabletriumph of Communism not because of the evidence,
but because of hisfaithinthediaectic. Asatruebeliever he
haslived and labored during forty years of sacrifice, danger
and brutality.

The second feature of the dialectic is the nature of
progress. Dialectical progresstakesplacein acertain pat-
tern. The Communist doganis: “Natureactsdiaectically.”
Wishingto advancedidectically inaroomfull of people, | do
not walk through the aid e and straight toward my goal. Nor

continued on next page
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do | movedowly throughthe crowd shaking handswith friends
and acquai ntances, discussing points of interest, gradually
nearing the objective. Thedialectical pathway isdifferent. It
cons stsof aresoluteforward advancefollowed by an abrupt
turn and retreat. Having retreated adistancethereisanother
turn and advance. Through a series of forward-backward
stepsthe goal isapproached. To advancethusisto advance
didecticaly.

The Communist goal isfixed and changel ess, but their
direction of advancereversesitself fromtimetotime. They
approachtheir god by going directly away fromit aconsider-
able portion of thetime. Leninwrotethetextbook, One Sep
Forward, Two Seps Back. Chinese Communist schoolchil-
dren aretaught to do the dialectical march taking three steps
forward and two stepsback. If wejudgewherethe Commu-
nistsaregoing by thedirectioninwhichthey aremoving, we
will obvioudy bedeceived.

The Communist method of advancemay belikened to
thehammering of anall. Itisavery foolish personwho brings
the hammer down with acrashing, resounding blow and then
keepspushing. Whenthefirst blow has spent itsalf, back must
go the hammer in preparation for the next blow. A person
seeing thereverse movement of thehammer asanisolated act
intimeand not understanding the process of whichthiswasa
part, might find it difficult to believe that thishammer was
driving inthenail. When he seesthe backward swing as por-
tion of acomplete process, herealizesthat thewithdrawal is
asimportant asthe downward thrust to therealization of the
objective.

For thosenot trainedindialectica thinking, itisvery dif-
ficult to understand that the Communists have afixed and
changelessgoal, but that their method of approach reverses
itself al thetime. Thetendency isto judgewherethey are
going by thedirectioninwhich they aremoving. Many col-
legestaught, for example, that Communism aspractised in
Russiaby Leninand Stalinwasadeparturefrom Marx. They
claimed that Marx’ steaching had many good features about
it, but that Leninand Stalin put into practice something en-
tirely different. Superficialy theargument isreasonable. Take,
for example, Marx’ steaching concerning marriage and what
Ispracticed in Russiawith regard to marriage. Marx taught
the abalition of marriage. The Communist Manifesto says:

“Onwhat foundationisthe present family, the bourgeois
family, based? On capital, on privategain. Initscompl etely

devel oped formthisfamily existsonly among thebourgeoisie.
But thisstate of thingsfindsitscomplement in the practical
absence of thefamily among the proletarians, and in public
progtitution.

“Thebourgeoisfamily will vanish asamatter of course
when itscomplement vanishes, and both will vanishwith the
vanishing of capital.”

Inthelight of thisteaching, it might be expected that in
Russiathey would beweakening thefamily prior toitsaboli-
tion. Thetruthisthat they are presently strengthening thefam-
ily. Divorceisdiscouraged; puritanic moral sare encouraged,
rewards are offered to those who have largefamilies. They
arestrengthening thefamily in every way. Logically it would
seemthat sincethey are strengthening thefamily in Russia,
they must haveforsaken Marxism. The Communists, how-
ever, think and act diaecticaly. They redlizethat itisdiaecti-
ca togpproachther god by going directly away fromit. Their
ultimate god isto abolishthefamily. But they cannot abolish
thefamily until they have changed human nature; they cannot
changehuman naturetill they control completely theenviron-
ment that generateshuman nature; they cannot total ly control
theenvironment until they have conquered theworld and de-
stroyed the present environment; and they cannot conquer
theworld unlessthey devel op amore courageous, more pa-
triotic, morenationdistic peoplethantheir enemy. They have
found by experiencethat they cannot devel op astrong, na-
tionalistic, patriotic peoplewithout encouraging afirm family
base. They must therefore strengthen thefamily to devel op
the patriotism and courage of the peopleto increasethe power
of the Communist State so that they may conquer theworld,
establish aCommunist dictatorship, and regenerate mankind.
They will then abolishthefamily. By strengthening thefamily,
they aredidecticaly abolishingit. Thereisnoinconsi stency
here. They areapplying dynamic Marxism.

Thesamething appliesintherealm of religion. Theulti-
mategod of Communismistheabalitionof dl reigion. Lenin
says, “ Athesmisanatural and inseparable portion of Marx-
ism, of the theory and practice of scientific socialism. Our
propagandanecessarily includes propagandafor atheism.” It
would belogical, therefore, to expect the persecution of reli-
gionwherever Communismisin power. Inmany placesthisis
happening, but not in all. In some states under Communi st
rule, religionishbeing patronized and encouraged.
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Putin, KGB and

Communism
by John Stor mer

Readersmay recall theinternational outrageearly inthe
year 2000whenAustrid ssmal Freedom Party gained enough
votesto beapart of the nation’sruling codition government.
The Freedom Party was headed by Joerg Haider, whosefa
ther had been a minor Nazi official during World War [l
amost 50 yearsbefore. Haider himself had been quoted as
saying many conscripted Nazi soldierswere“victims’ and
not“criminas”

The 15-nation European Union threatened all sorts of
boycottsand sanctionsagaingt Audtriaanditscitizensif Haider
and the Freedom Party became apart of theruling coalition.
The United States Secretary of State, MadelaineK. Albright,
onavisitto Moscow, called the chancellor of the upcoming
Austrian government to expressU.S. misgivings.

Asaresult of mediaand governmental protestsand pres-
sures, Joerg Haider’ sresignation ashead of the Freedom Party
wasforced.

Few noticed the contradiction and the double standard
when afew weekslater, VIadimir Putinwase ected president
of Russia. Putinwasnot just the son of amanwho 55 years
before had been alow level Nazi official. Putinwasa16-
year veteran and key member of the communist KGB, the
Soviet FSB, the successor organization to the dreaded KGB.
Insight magazine'sJ. Michad Waller said: “Hepromptly be-
gan to move hisalliesinto key positions and resumed the
KGB’sdomestic espionageactivities.”

On December 20, 1998, Putin showed hisnostalgiafor
the golden days of the Soviet police state. Inatelevised ad-
dress celebrating the 81% anniversary of thefounding of the
feared Bolshevik Chekasecret police, forerunner of the KGB,
Putin prai sed the Chekabut said nothing to condemnitssys-
tematic executionsof political opponents.

On December 21, 1999, Putin received leaders of the
partieswhich had won seatsin the Duma, the Russian Parlia-
ment, two daysbefore. In Putin’soffice the assembled |lead-
ersof the Dumatoasted Stalin, the greatest mass murderer of
history, onthe 120" birthday of the Russian dictator. Arnold
Beichman of the prestigiousHoover Indtitute at Stanford Uni-
versity and longtime student of theworld communist move-
ment said of thetoast honoring Stalininwhich Putin partici-
pated: “‘imaginethe clamorousreaction werethe present Ger-
man chancellor to convene areceptionin hisofficeand they
all toasted Adolf Hitler on hisbirthday. Anultra-rightwinger
scoreshiginan Audtrian eection and criesof darm areheard

intheWest. But the Russian Communist Party topsthe par-
liamentary el ectionswith 25 percent of thevote and themost
seats, 113, in parliament and you hear al kinds of talk about
they’ renot redly communists.

U.S. Secretary of State, Madelaine Albright, who ex-
pressed misgivings about any participation by Haider inthe
Austrian government, spent threehourswith Putin afew weeks
later and described him as... “ awel l-informed problem solver
who seemsto favor practical solutions...He'saman wecan
do businesswith.”

TheCommunist Party was supposedly abolished over ten
yearsago but ill controlsthemost seatsintheRussanparlia
ment. Putin, whowhilebuilding areputation asa“reformer,”
hasadmitted that he personally never left the Communist Party.
Infact, akeen-eyed observer of the CNN TV report on the
December, 1999 Russan parliamentary dectionsspotted Putin
presenting his1.D. to the clerk so he could vote. Thel.D.
clearly showed theletters CCCPin dark gray ontheinside of
the booklet—whichwas, of course, hisofficial Soviet Union
Communist Party ID. Theauthoritative British journa, Soviet
Analyst commented that CNN ignored this® curiosity.”

Inthe book, Conversationswith Putin, released afew
weeks before hisMarch, 2000 el ection as president of Rus-
Sa, Putin conceded that he never harbored any doubts about
communism or questioned the Soviet systemin his 16-year
career asaKGB agent. Putin said: “For better or worse, |
wasnever adissdent.”

Theformer Soviet |leader Mikhail Gorbachev inapre-
el ection comment on Putin’'sK GB past, said Putin... “ shows
someauthoritarian tendenciesbut that does not frighten ordi-
nary people. They think they now need afirm person be-
causewearein such abig mess.”

Putin was el ected. Heavoided arunoff inal4-person
race, getting about 52% of thetota vote. Gennady Zyuganov,
running asan open Communist, did better than expected and
received 30% of thevote.

So, Putin, with alongtime background asacommunistin
the dreaded secret police, became president. Hashissecret
policeand Communist backgroundinany way influenced his
actionsasthepresdent of Russia? During histhreemonthsas
acting president following Yeltsin'sresignation andinthedays
fallowinghisowndection, Putin: “ Appointed 10identified former
K GB secret policeofficersto high government postsout of 24
suchjobs; ordered the FSH domesticintelligence agency, suc-
cessor to the KGB, to monitor theallegiance of military per-
sonndl. Ineffect, thiscreated aPutin-controlled ideological
policeforcewithinthearmed services, gpproved alaw provid-
ing security agencieswith accesstomonitor dl email inRussa
aswell asother dectronictraffic ontheInternet.”

continued on next page
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ElenaBonner, widow of the world-renowned nuclear
physicist Andrei Sakharov, aSoviet-eradissident, said of the
orders: “ ThismeansRussiahasbecomeapolice state.”

Despitethefact that Putinwas e ected president withthe
support of most regional governorsand officials, hemoved
quickly to strip them of their rightsto govern, centralizing all
power in the Kremlin. By margins of more than 75% the
Dumalower house passed Putin’sproposals—marginslarge
enough to override vetoes by the upper house controlled by
the89regional governors. The*reformers. gave Putinthe
power to removeany of theregiona governorsfrom office
and starting in 2002 he can appoint their successorsinthe
Federation Council, theupper houseof theDuma. Thechanges
ineffect give Putindictatorial control over imposing martial
law over the country, the deployment of Russian troops
abroad, and the appointment of the nation’s prosecutor gen-
eral and the constitutional and Supreme Court justices.

“ AsPutin achieved thefirst stepsin his* reorganization:
somevoicesinthemedia, which had gained someindepen-
denceunder Yeltsin, raised objections. Businesstycoon Boris
Berezovsky, aDumamember and one-timeKremlininsider
who helped engineer Putin’spresdentia victory, resigned from
thelegidaturein protest against Putin’smoves. Inresigning
Berezovsky said Russiawas on apath which would beruin-
ousfor thecountry. Hesaid: “All power will beconcentrated
inthe president’shands. Russiahasno chanceof surviving
under authoritarianrule.”

Another evidenceof Putin’smovetoward absol ute power
isthe crackdown on thelimited freedom the mediaachieved
to criticizethe government during Yeltsin'syearsin office.
Since obtaining power, Putin’sforces (at timeshe sayswith-
out hisknowledge) have moved to taketotal control of the
nation’sthree TV networks. They supposedly enjoyed free-
dom of the pressuntil someof the TV personalitiesridiculed
and opposed Putin, who took them off theair.

Four daysafter Putin’sinaugurationin May, 2000, what
The Reader’s Digest described as* armed agentsin camou-
flage uniformsand black ski masksraided the headquarters
of Media=Most, Russia slargest private-sector mediacon-
glomerateand apersstent Putin critic. Theagentshauled out
filesand equipment; prosecutorssaid theraid waspart of an
investigation of bankingirregularitiesand violationsof privacy.”

Threeweekslater, MediaMost'SNTV networkswas
forced by the Kremlinto censor its broadcasts of asatirical
puppet show that gained national following for ridiculing
Russiasruling dite, including Putin.

A monthlater, Vladimir Gusnsky, MediaMost’sowner,
wasjailed and accused of swindling $10 million fromthegov-

ernment in aprivatization deal. After what The Readers
Digest caled “an international outcry” Putin questioned
whether prosecutors had gonetoo far and Gusinsky wasre-
leased. However, theharassment continued until inapredawn
raid on Saturday, April 14, 2001, Gazprom, the government
controlled naturd gasmonopoly seized contral, ending theonly
remotely independent massmediaoutletin Russa

When questioned, Putintold German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder the N TV takeover wasnot afreedom of the press
issue. Itwasjust abusinessded like General Electric acquir-
ing the NBC network.

AsPutin moved for control of the media, the govern-
ment ousted Russia’ s most popular and controversial news
magazine, the Sergel Dorenko Show. Dorenko said hisfate
was sealed after an August 29 meeting with the President
when Dorenko resisted Putin’ srequest that the broadcaster
“play on histeam.” When Dorenko resisted and criticized
Putin, saying histeam consisted of his40-millionviewers, the
program was canceled four dayslater. The Washington Post
commented: “ The event seemsto be part of aseriesof ac-
tions taken by Putin to rein in the media since he became
acting president on New Year’s Eve asthe handpi cked suc-
cessor to Boris Yeltsin and then was el ected on March 26.”

In protest, Boris Berezovsky, a Kremlin insider who
monthsearlier had brokenwith Putin, wasin Washington DC

executive, legidative, judicid—inhisownhands. Thereisno
real oppositionin Russiatoday whatsoever.”

The crackdown against thosewho fail to give Putinthe
regard he apparently expectsextendsevento seventeen-year-
oldgirls. TheBritish Broadcasting Corporation reported that
AnnaProvorova, an outstanding student, lost her medical
school appointment asaresult of aletter shewroteto Putin.
In keeping with the Russian tradition of cutting through red
tape by writing directly tothe Tsarsfor help, Annawent to
thetop requesting avideo camerato film her school -leaving
(graduation) ceremony.

Soon inspectorsarrived at her school and ordered her
towriteanexplanationfor her “disrespectful letter.” Her crime?
Sheforgot the customary exclamation mark at theend of the
greeting“ Esteemed VIadimir Vladimirovich Putinl” Sheadso
used the Russianword for “you” in addressing Putin without
gartingwithacapital “Y”. Theingpectorsorderedthat Anna's
final grades be marked down and her silver graduation
medal—her passport to medical school bewithdrawn. In-
stead, Annawasto attend alocal training school for dairy
workers.

To be continued
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ersconstantly remain propertyless prol etarianswhose only
choiceistosdll their [abour power.”

Marx denied every positiveaspect of capitalism. Hebe-
lieved that any benefitsresulting from private property could
not justify tolerating acapitalist system, saying, “ You are hor-
rified at our intending to do away with private property. Butin
your existing society, private property isaready done away
withfor nine-tenthsof the population; itsexistencefor thefew
issolely dueto its nonexistencein the hands of those nine-
tenths”

Havethe Marxists changed their views about capital -
iIsmsinceMarx’stime?Not significantly. “Thesocia effects
of capitalism,” writesKenneth Neill Cameron, “areclearly
still basically the same aswhen Engels saw them in 1845.
Theworker isstill sold, asin the 1840s, ‘ like a piece of
goods.” Themassesarestill doped with drink and religion,
dtill fleeced by patent medicinefirms, fill thrown onthescrap
heap when old; familiesare still riven by conflictsarising
inevitably from exploitation and oppression; prostitutionis
still rife; crime rampant; the prisonsfull. Workersare still
killed or maimed by the thousandsin industrial accidents
and slowly poisoned by chemicalsat their work, probably
at ahigher ratethan in Engel’ sday. To these horrors, mo-
nopoly capitalism had added those of massive war, whose
half-human victimsare hidden away by themillionsin hospi-
talsand psychiatricingtitutions; and it now threatens human-
ity with nuclear destruction and chemical and bacteriologi-
ca warfare.”

Yet Marxist attitudestoward capitalism have changed
sincethetimeof Engelsand Marx inonesense: Marxistsin
charge of actual socialistic states have shown themselves
willing to fall back on capitalistic methods asapractical
means of saving their economies. For example, Leninre-
versed himself and allowed possession of private property
to rguvenatethe Soviet economy intheearly 1920s(calling
hisprogram “ The New Economic Policy”), and Mikhail
Gorbachev, an avowed Leninist and socialist, triedto use
similar methods under the new name perestroika. For both
L enin and Gorbachev—indeed, for Marxistseverywhere—
itissimply amatter of perspective: capitalismisseenasa
necessary evil, ameansto an end; theend itself issocialism/
communism.

Capitalism’s Self-Destruction

Accordingto the Marxist, capitalismis so destructive
that it will eventually destroy itself. Marxistsbelievethat the
system of exploitation will simply exploit more and more
peopleuntil virtualy everyoneisamember of the proletariat.

“All thesocia functionsof the capitalist are now performed
by salaried employees,” saysEngels. “ The capitalist hasno
further socia function than that of pocketing dividends, tear-
ing off coupons, and gambling onthe Stock Exchange, where
thedifferent capitdistsdespoil oneancther of their capital. At
first the capitalistic mode of production forcesout thework-
ers. Now it forcesout the capitalists, and reducesthem, just
asit reduced theworkers, to theranksof the surpluspopula-
tion....”

Engels goes on to describe what happens next:
“Whilgt thecapitalist modeof production moreand morecom-
pletely transformsthe great majority of the populationinto
proletarians, it createsthe power which, under penalty of its
own destruction, isforcedto accomplishthisrevolution. Whilst
it forces on more and more the transformation of the vast
means of production, aready socialized, into state property,
it showsitself theway to accomplishing thisrevolution. The
proletariat seizespolitical power and turnsthe meansof pro-
ductioninto state property.”

Thisrevolt by theproletariat iscrucia for assisting the
downfall of capitalism. Theproletariat must act asthe cata-
lyst for the creation of the new system. Moscow’ sPalitical
Dictionary states, “Capitalism is the last social system
founded on the expl oitation of man by man. Under capital-
ism all the resources of society arein the hands of asmall
group of private owners—capitalistsand landowners—who
exploit the workers and peasants. The bourgeois state de-
fendstheinterests of the capitalistsand landowners. The
church and school, scienceand art are all put into the ser-
vice of capitalist exploitation. The extremely sharp class
conflict between the exploiters and the expl oited congtitutes
thebasictrait of the capitalist system. The development of
capitalisminevitably leadstoitsdownfall. However, thesys-
tem of exploitations does not disappear of itself. It isde-
stroyed only astheresult of therevolutionary struggleand
thevictory of theproletariat.”

Onthesurfaceit would appear that Marxistsare not at
all certain of thevictory of the proletariat and the self-de-
struction of capitalism. However, oncethedialecticistaken
into account, thisuncertainty vanishes. For Marxigts, itishis-
torically inevitable: thethess(bourgeoisie) and theantithesis
(proletariat) must clash and create asynthes s—socialism—
and socialism guaranteesthe advent of communism.

Adapted from Dr. Noebel'swork Under standing the Times:
The Religious Worldviews of Our Day and the Search for
Truth. For those interested in studying further in this area,
you may order the book from the Bookshelf found on Page 8.
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