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Mar x, Hegel, Feuer bach

by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, Page 3

Dr. Schwarz explainswhy it isimportant to know
the philosophic credo from which communists
draw their motivating forces, their basic strategy,
and their confidencein the future and not just the
outward manifestations of Communism.
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Honoring Whittaker Chambers

by Ralph Z. Hallow, Page5

The White House takes heat for honoring Mr.
Chambers, but that does not silence those he in-
fluenced.

Chambersvs. Hiss

by HelleBering, Page 6

Even with his espionage conviction and the re-
lease of the Venona documents, some still side
with Alger Hissover Whittaker Chambers. That's
why the White House cermemony honoring Cham-
bers was so important.

And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1

September 2001
“In essence, communismisidentical to humanismsinceit presupposestheall-
round development of the human personality in a perfectly organized society.”
—Georgi Shakhnazarov

ThePolitical Essenceof Communism

by David A. Noebel

Marxist/Leninistsarenot afraid to talk about dictatorships. Infact, the® dictatorship
of theproletariat” isarespectable political Marxist expression. Thisdictatorship leads
thedialectical clash between thebourgeoisieand the proletariat. Eventually, theprole-
tariat throughout theworld will rise up, cast off the chains of bourgeoisoppression, and
seizethemeansof production aswell aspolitical power, thereby establishing aworld-
widedictatorship of the proletariat. When thisoccurs, asit did inthe Soviet Union, the
Peopl€ sRepublic of China, and € sewhere, mankind will betakingitsnext mgor evolu-
tionary step toward the coming world order.

Thedictatorship of theproletariat will signal thebeginning of socialismandtheend
of property classdistinctions, according to the Marxist. The government will centrally
plan the economy and shatter al bourgeois oppression. Further, the dictatorship of the
proletariat will wagewar against any shred of bourgeoismentaity (whichincludesthe
regressiveideasof traditiona mordity andreligion). Lenindeclares, “ If war iswaged by
the proletariat after it has conquered the bourgeoisiein itsown country, and iswaged
with the object of strengthening and devel oping socialism, suchawar islegitimateand
‘holy.”” Marxis/Leninigsnot only demand dictatorships—they expect dictatorshipsbased
onrepression andterror.

Marxistsarewillingto call for aone-world dictatorship of the proletariat because
they expect to control it. InMarxist palitical theory, theMarxist/Leninist party actsasthe
guiding forcefor theworking classand, oncein power, the enforcer of socialist laws.
Thus, Marxistsaretal king about adictatorship of theMarxist/Leninist party.

Mikhail Gorbachev, acted asthisdictator for the Soviet Union, basing hisperestroika
(reconstruction or reorgani zation) on* definite[ Marxist/L eninist] valuesand theoretical
premises.” Hemakeit very clear that perestroika was not merely arevolution but a
direct “ sequel tothe great accomplishments shared by the L eninist Party inthe October
daysof 1917. And not merely asequel, but an extension and adevel opment of themain
ideas of the Revolution. We must impart new dynamism to the October Revolution’s
historical impulseand further advanceall that was commenced by it in our society.”
Gorbachev refered to such action as” Bolshevik daring.”

Whether mankind would like to see thisdaring revolution usher in aone-world
Marxist dictatorshipiscompletely irrelevant. According to Marxism, the establishment
of suchagovernmentisinevitable; it isguaranteed by dialectical processesand evolu-

tionary forces. .
ay continued on next page
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Theseforcesalso guaranteethat such astate ultimately
will wither away. TheMarxist believesthat onceevery traceof
bourgeoisideology and dl thestainsof capitdist tradition have
been eradicated, i.e., onceall classesareeliminated, afully
communist society will exig. Infuturecommunist Society, every
citizenwill becgpableof governinghimsdlf. Thus communism
will beusheredin by thedialectic and socid evolution, through
thevehicleof thedictatorship of theproletariat (guided by the
Marxis/Leninig party). AccordingtotheMarxigt, hiseconomic
and palitical visonwill becomeredity throughthecomingworld
order and will oneday redeem dl mankind—anideain keep-
ingwiththerdigiousnatureof Marxist/Leninism.

Marxist/Leninistsbelieve politicsto begroundedin eco-
nomics. Asdemonstrated in the chapter on Marxist econom-
ics, Marxism viewsthe struggleto control theforcesof pro-
duction asthedynamicforce behind man'sdevelopment. The
economic systeminasociety determinestheother features of
that society, includingitspolitica structure. “Inthesocid pro-
ductionwhichmen carry on,” saysKarl Marx, “they enter
into definiterelationsthat areindispensable and independent
of their will; theserelations of production correspondto a
definite stage of development of their material forcesof pro-
duction. Thesum total of these relations of production con-
stitutes the economic structure of society—the real foun-
dation onwhichriselegal and political superstructureandto
which definiteformsof socia consciousnesscorrespond.”

It followsfrom thisthat certain economic systemsgive
riseto certain political systems. Marxistsembracethiscon-
clusion. Leonid I. Brezhnev declares, “ Today, we know not
only from theory but also from long years of practice that
genuine[political] democracy isimposs blewithout [economic]
sociaism....” Thus, theMarxist believesgenuine democ-
racy existsinthesocidist Soviet Union. “Inthe USSR,” says
A. Andreyevich, “there are no anti-government demonstra-
tionsand manifestations. Therearenot, nor canthere be, for
after dl, the Soviet Government isalwayswith the people.”

Accordingto Marxism, socidism laysthefoundation for
genuinedemocracy, athough animpureform of democracy
canexistin capitalist nations. But isgenuine democracy the
supremeamof Marxist politics?Not at all. Infact, theMarx-
ist viewsdemacracy aslittlemorethan anecessary evil. “De-
mocracy isastate,” explainsLenin, “which recognisesthe
subordination of the minority to the majority, i.e., an
organisation for thesystematic use of forceby oneclassagaingt
another, by one section of the popul ation against another.”
With thisattitude toward democracy, theMarxist isnaturaly
unwilling to view democracy asthe ultimate goal of man’s
devel opment. However, thisdefinition of democracy iscon-
sistent with Marxist thought when one takes into account
Marxism’'semphasison theclassstruggle.

ClassAntagonism

Becausethe Marxist seesour present world asabattle
between the ownersof themeansof production (thebourgeoi-
sie) and theworkers(the proletariat), and because heviews
economics asthe foundation on which therest of society is
built, helogically perceivesthe stateassmply another arenain
whichthe"haves’ andthe" have-nots’ sruggle. Thus, formsof
government that the Western world would describe asdesir-
able, such asademocracy or arepublic, aretill perceived by
theMarxist asbad, especidly if they existin acapitalist eco-
nomic system. “But arepublic, likeevery other form of govern-
ment,” writesEngels, “isdetermined by itscontent; solong asit
isaformof bourgeoisruleitisashogtileto usasany monarchy
(except that theformsof thishodtility aredifferent).”

In other words, sincethe government isfounded on the
existing economic system, and since capitaismisawaysun-
desirable, thegovernment overseeingitisundesirableaswell.
“Themodern state, no matter what itsform,” saysEngels, “is
essentialy acapitalist machine, thestate of thecapitaists, the
idedl personification of thetotal nationa capital. Themoreit
proceedsto thetaking over of productiveforces, themore
doesit actually becomethe national capitalist, themoreciti-
zensdoesit exploit.” Obvioudly, for theMarxist, astate so
clearly based on exploitingitscitizensisunacceptable.

However, asprevioudy noted, theMarxist perceivesnot
only acapitalist democracy, but dsoasocidist “genuing’ de-
mocracy asunacceptable. What, then, causesthe Marxist to
describethe socialist demaocracy as genuine? Because, the
Marxist claims, in socialist society, the mode of production
doesnot exploit any of thecitizens, and therefore encourages
aless-exploitative political system. Theauthorsof Socialism
asa Social Systemput it thisway: “ The political system of
socialism—as opposed to the political systems of the pre-
ceding soci eties—isbased on socio-economic relationsfree
from exploitation and antagonism.” Marxism believes a
socidist government will tend to discourage classantagonism,
sinceit will befounded on an economic systemthat isastep
closer to abolishing classes. Thisless-exploitative nature of
the government makes the democracy more “genuine.” It
makes sociaism more gppealing than capitalism, but till less
appedling than communism.

ThereasontheMarxist believessocidist democracy isa
better form of government isclear. Sowhy doesn't Marxism
embraceasocialist democratic state asthe ultimate goal of
man’sdevelopment? Even giventhe Marxist belief that de-
mocracy isasystem through which the majority oppresses
theminority, surely they must admit it to be abetter political
systemthan any of theaternatives?

This, however, isprecisely thepoint for theMarxist: no

continued on Page 7
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Marx, Hegel, Feuer bach

by Dr. Fred C. Schwar z

Thediaectical philosophy isthemost difficult, theleast
understood, and possibly the most important aspect of Com-
munism. It isthisphilosophy which directstheapparently un-
predictableand constantly changing Communist course.

Most peopleare very practical. They believethe evi-
denceof their senses. They look for an enemy whichisobvi-
ousandtangible. They say, “| aminterested inthe Commu-
nists, and concerned by their actions. Tell mewhothey are
and show mewherethey areand | will know how toact.” Or
they may say, “| aminterested in Communist economic theory,
intheir military power andintheir subversive organization,
but don’t talk to me about philosophy. That istoo deep for
me. Talking about their philosophy only confusesme.” Such
peopleareinterested inthe superficia manifestationsof Com-
munist organization, but they are not interested in the philo-
sophic credo from which they draw their motivating forces,
their basic strategy, and their confidencein thefuture. They
arereminiscent of dairy farmerswho areinterested in milk,
but not in cows, orchardistswho areinterested in fruit, but
not intrees, or apiaristswho areinterested in honey but notin
bees. The superficial manifestationsof Communismarein-
separably related to itsunderlying phil osophic concept.

Asl havetravel ed throughout this country addressing
civic clubs, patriotic groups, churchesand schools, | have
frequently asked three ssimple questions. Thefirstisthat all
those present who have heard of Communism and who know
that it existsshould raise their hands. All handsareimmedi-
ately raised. The second request isthat al those present who
areopposed to Communism and not ashamed to say so should
raisetheir hands. Again al thehandsshoot intotheair. The
vast mgority of peoplereadily affirmtheir oppostionto Com-
munigm.

Thethird question | preface by thefollowing remarks:
“Becareful how you answer thisquestion, for if you answer it
inthe affirmative, | will test you out by asking onefurther
question. It will not beadifficult question, but if you cannot
answer it, you have no right to answer thisquestioninthe
affirmative. Thethird questionis: Will thosewho know what
Communismispleaseraisetheir hands?” Oneor two hands
creep hesitantly and tentatively intotheair. | then say, “ Com-
munism hasasystem of philosophicthought, aninterpretation
of being, abook of fundamental rulesknown asits philoso-
phy. To thefounders of Communism, thiswasthemost im-
portant feature of their entire program. It underlies, unifies,
integrates, and directsthe apparently contradictory phenom-
enaof Communist conduct and unitesthem into apurposeful

whole. Itisthemajor subject in every Communist school in
theworld. Fromit they derivetheir definitionsof suchterms
aspeace, truth, righteousness, justice, and democracy. If you
do not understand something about the phil osophy of Com-
munism, you understand little about Communismitself. What
isthenameof the philosophy of Communism?’

Thisquestion dicitsacons derablerange of answersbut
seldom theright one. Theanswer is, of course, Dialectical
Materialism. The Communists have made no secret of this.
They havewritten it down, they haveannouncedittoadl the
world, they teachiit in every school that they control. Yetitis
asomber fact that many anti-Communists have never even
heard the name. Until recently, it wasmost unusual to find
individua sin most groupswho could so much asnametheir
philosophy. Even today, the number of those who have any
understanding of Didecticad Materidismisvery small indeed.

One Sunday afternoon, by a peculiar accumulation of
circumstances, | found mysalf speaking fromthe Communist
platforminthe Domainin Sydney, Australia. The Sydney
Domain, alovely park adjacent to the Sydney harbor, ispos-
sibly theworld’ sgreatest open forum. To thispark each Sun-
day afternoon comeall those with amessage, real or imagi-
nary, and therethey haranguethe passing throng. Peoplegather
inthethousands. The Communistsawayshavealarge, well
organized meseting. Asl spokefrom the Communist platform,
| mentioned Didecticd Materidism, whereupon the Commu-
nistsleader chdlenged me. “What isDidectica Materidism?’
heasked. | replied, “ Didectica Materialismisthe philosophy
of Karl Marx that he formulated by taking the dialectic of
Hegel, marryingit to the materialism of Feuerbach, abstract-
ing from it the concept of progressin termsof the conflict of
contradictory, interacting forces called the Thesisand the
Antithessculminating at acritical noda point whereoneover-
throwstheother, giving riseto the Synthes's, gpplyingittothe
history of socia development, and deriving therefrom an es-
sentialy revolutionary concept of socia change.” Theques-
tioner looked at me with wide-open eyes. | added, “Don’'t
blame me. Itisyour philosophy, not mine. You arethe one
who believesit.”

If weexaminethe philosophy of Diaectica Materiadism
inmoredetail, we seethat therearetwo e ementsinit. There
isthedidectical portion, and thereisthe materialist portion.
Let usfirst consider briefly themateriaism. The Communists
aremateridists. They affirm confidently, arrogantly, and re-
peatedly that thereisnothing in theworld except matter in

continued on next page
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motion. Thepreciseform of their materidismwastakenfrom
the German phil osopher Feuerbach, arenegade theologian
who forsook Theism and embraced materialism. Hisbasic
doganwas: “Maniswhat he eats. We are matter inmotion,
nothing more.”

Theargument between thematerialist andtheidedlistis
asold asthe history of human thought. Into the two catego-
ries, redistsand idedlists, the philosophersof theworld have
been divided. Therealistsor materialists contend that matter
istheultimateredlity, and that thought isasecondary manifes-
tation of matter. Onthe other hand, theidealists contend that
matter isknown only through thought. Take away thought
and matter would be non-existent. The basic redlity, there-
fore, isthought.

Thefollowing smplequestionisquitean effectiveingru-
ment for distinguishing redistsfromidedists. Thequestionis:
Do thewild waves beating on the shore make anoise when
no oneisthereto hear them? Thosewho believethat thewild
waves do make anoise whether anyoneisthere or not are
redists, thosewho bdievethat thewild wavesmakeno noise
unlesssomeoneisthereto hear them areidedists. Theredists
believethat the noiseisin themovement of thewater itself;
theidedigtsbelievethat itisaconcept in somemindfollowing
the sensory mechanismsof perception. Totheidealists, the
noiseisactualy amanifestation of themind. Itisinterestingto
notethat when thisquestionisput to audiences, theredistsor
materialistsusually outnumber theidedlistsby threeto one.

Itisto benoted that theword “idealism” bearsno moral
connotation. Becausethisword isassociated in many minds
with moral issues, itisdifficult for those mindsto divest the
term of itsmoral attributes. Inthissensetheterms“idealist”
and“ materiaist” refer merely to conceptsof ultimateredity.

The Communists have no doubt asto wherethey stand.
They arematerialists. Asfar asKarl Marx was concerned,
theidealist philosophersweresmply theinstrumentsof cleri-
cal reaction, servantsof the clergy intheir basic purpose of
oppressing theworking classin theinterestsof the Capitdist
reactionaries. That discipleof Marx, Mao Tse-tung, expresses
it thus: “ Thereisnothing in theworld except matter in mo-
tion.”

Most of themateridigtic philosophersof Marx’sday were
mechanists. They believed that materiaismalowed noroom
forindividua, volitiond action. Their view wasthat dl nature
was automatic, that all actionswere compulsory because of

theforcesthat operated ontheindividua . Each man’sdestiny
wasbeyond hiscontrol. Materialist philosophy thusresulted
innihilisminactionand conduct. Thisphilosophy isvery well
expressed by James Thomson in his poem, “ The City of
Dreadful Night,” where he portrays aman asthe helpless
plaything of theforcesof nature.

If oneisborn acertain day on earth,

All timesand forcestended tothat birth,

Not al theworld could changeor hinder it.

Inmarrying materialismtotheHegelian diaectic, Marx
performed aremarkabl e operation. He brought into material -
iIsman element of devotion, sacrifice, initiative, and purpose.
Heenunciated adeterministic, materidistic philosophy and,
at the sametime, brought into being intense, passionate dedi-
cation to make the inevitable cometo pass. Thisisatruly
remarkable Marxist achievement. If agroup of peopleare
utterly convinced that thesunisgoingtoriseat 5:30 am. it
should beavery difficult task to persuade these same people
to awaken an hour early and work likedavesto makethe sun
dowhat they know itisgoing to do. Marx’ sachievement was
somewhat Smilar tothis. Hetook materidigtic philosophy which
taught that theforce of history had decreed that certainthings
must inevitably happen, and married thisphilosophy toanin-
tensepersond, sacrificia dedicationto makethesethingscome
to pass. Hedid thisby introducing amystical element from
theHegdiandidectica.

The German philosopher Hegel wasthe great philoso-
pher of the early nineteenth century. Hisweretheworksand
ideasthat were discussed by the young intellectualsinthe
universtiesof that day. Hegd wasanidedlist, believinginthe
primacy of thought rather than of matter. Withintheframe-
work of hisidealistic philosophy, hedevel oped thediaectic.
Hegel’ s philosophic thought isvery difficult to understand.
Hegel himself isreported to have said, “ Only one man has
understood me, and even hehasnot!” Marx contended that
hewasthe one man who understood Hegel, and claimed that
Hegedl did not understand himself. Marx took the dial ectical
portion of Hegelian philosophy, marriedit to thematerialism
of Feuerbach, and produced dia ectical materialism. Closaly
associated with himin hiswork was Frederick Engels, who
became hislifelong collaborator, co-worker, supporter, and
interpreter. Together Marx and Engelsbuilt the philosophic
basisof Communist practice.
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Honoring Whittaker

Chambers
by Ralph Z. Hallow

The Bush White House, seeking to keep dlivetheflame
of freedom, yesterday marked the 40" anniversary of thedeeth
of anti-communist hero Whittaker Chambers, who exposed
treason and espionage at the highest level sof the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Mr. Chambers, who described communism as*“evil, ab-
soluteevil” and exposed Soviet spy Alger Hiss, died long
before the demise of communism in Eastern Europe. But
yesterday’sceremony came 13 yearsafter President Reagan,
who hel ped bring about that demise, had honored him post-
humousdly withthe Medd of Freedom.

Tearscameto many in the private White House audi-
ence of 160 invited guests asthey heard tributesby conser-
vativejournaistsWilliam F. Buckley Jr., Ralph de Toledano
and Robert Novak, and by Chambers biographer Sam
Tanenhaus.

“Thisshowsthat George W. Bush, the president, under-
standsit’simportant to honor somebody who did something
extremely difficult, who told the truth about something that
wasvery hardtotell thetruth about,” said Eugene Meyer,
executivedirector of the Federalist Society and aninvited
guest, inaninterview after the ceremony.

Morethan four decadesago, Mr. Chamberswasvilified
by liberalsand | eftistsfor having accused Mr. Hiss, aformer
State Department officia, of beingacommunist spy andtrai-
tor.

Mr. Chambers, then a Time magazine editor, had tore-
veal that hetoo had been acommunist. Richard M. Nixon,
then afreshman House member, took up Mr. Chambers case
against Mr. Hissand also earned the undying enmity of liber-
dsandleftigs.

Although once-secret Soviet documents subsequently
proved Mr. Chambersright about Mr. Hisshaving spied for
Moscow, theleft il ignoresMr. Chamber’scontributionto
uncovering communigtsintheU.S. government and maintains
Mr. Hiss' innocence, the speakerssaid.

Mr. Novak yesterday said liberalsrejected Mr. Cham-
bers' testimony before Congress at the time because they
thought it wasaimed at undermining Pres dent Roosevelt and
theNew Dedl.

Inaninterview at the event yesterday, Tony Dolan, a
Former Reagan White House chief speechwriter, wasasked
if suchatributeto Mr. Chambers memory would havetaken
placewith Al Goreaspresident.

Mr. Dolan, now and aide to Secretary of State Colin
Powell, paused and said with achuckle: “Would Henry Ford
have endorsed aChevrolet?’

In 1984, Mr. Dolan broached with Mr. Reagan theidea
of honoring Mr. Chambers. The president subsequently gave
the highest civilian medal to Mr. Chambers son Johnina
White House ceremony attended by the Chambersfamily.

Two weeks later, Interior Secretary Donald P. Hodel
named the Chambersfarmin Westminister, MD.—including
thefamous pumpkin patch where he had hidden microfilm—a
netiona monument.

Mr. Chambers, who prided himsdlf on being a*“ counter-
revolutionary” anda“man of theright,” oncetold Mr. Buckley,
hiseditor at National Reviewmagazine, “| shdl votethesraight
Republicanticket aslongasl live.”

“But,” Mr. Buckley yesterday recalled Mr. Chambersas
saying, “if the Republican Party cannot get somegrip onthe
actual worldweliveinand actually promote aprogram that
means something to the masses of people, it will becomelike
oneof thosedark little shopsthat never sellsanything.”

Tim Geoglein, deputy director of the White House Of -
ficeof Public Liaison, oversaw yesterday’sevent and said the
ideawashis.

Mr. Novak said that his* philosophica outlook and, with-
out exaggeration, my life,” was changed when, asasecond
lieutenantinthe U.S. Army in 1953, hefirst read Mr. Cham-
bers book, “Witness.”

Thebook challenged Mr. Novak’s agnosticism at the
time* by defining the spiritua dimension of thestruggle. He
described communism asposing themost revol utionary ques-
tionin history: God or man?...Whether the West'sfaithin
God could be stronger than communism’sfaithinman.”

The Washington Times, July 10, 2001, p. A4

Operation: CampusBook Distribution

The Crusadeis preparing to go onto the college cam-
pusesin conjunction with the organization Studentsfor
Americato distributetensof thousands of booksto stu-
dents. Weplanto giveaway Mind Sege: The Battle
for Truthin the New Millenium, and many others, free
of charge, to studentswho promiseto read them. Full
and half-page adswill betaken out in the campusnews-
paper promoting the book and telling whereit may be
obtained. You canbecomeactively involvedby: helping
uspurchase booksfor distribution; sending usthe names
of Christian studentswho might bewillng to help; and
praying for aspecific campusand how youmight helpus
reachitsstudentsand faculty.
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Chambersvs. Hiss
by HelleBering

Itisastonishing that even after the 10" anniversary of the
fal of the Soviet Union, even after communism hasbeen thor-
oughly discredited and themany evilscommitted initsname
disclosed, the name of Whittaker Chambersremains contro-
versd. Thisyear marksthe centennid of thebirth of theman
who exposed Alger Hiss. On Monday, the White House
held aprivate memoria to the40" anniversary of Chambers
deeth, atributeto an extraordinary man—asWilliam F. Buckley,
putit, “asingular figureinthe 20" century.”

Predi ctably, the event managed to attract somecriticism
from the pressover the notion that President Bush should find
it appropriate for the White House to host such atribute.
According to theorgani zers, onereporter demanded to know
“Why thismeeting? The Cold War isover.” And TheWash-
ington Post’s Reliable Source reported yesterday that New
York Timesreporter Elaine Sciolino had been denied access
to the private event, in which, according to The Post, “the
anti-communist icon’sfansand fellow Cold Warriors com-
memorated himasamanand ahero.” Soundspretty sinister,
right? All those hoary Cold Warriors huddled together in
secrecy. Ms. Sciolino certainly thought so, but wrote her
story anyway. “ Thank God, | have covered enough totalitar-
lanregimesinmy life. | have hadtoreport on alot of secret
meetings,” she hyperventilatedto ThePost. Asthough every
government that ever held aclosed meeting wastotalitarian.
Truth betold, the WhiteHouse might aswell have opened the
eventtotheliberal press. They might actually havelearned
something.

At atimewhen espionageisagainin thenews, courtesy
of confessed FBI spy Robert Hanssen, thetributeto Cham-
berswas particularly thought-provoking. Themotivesof the
mysterious, but immensealy destructive, Hanssen remain un-
clear, though greed that netted him $1.43 million from the
Sovietsfor selling out hiscountry along with apathological
penchant for secrecy were surely part of it. Theideological
component that made Hiss and Chambers actorsin the su-
perpower struggle of the century seemsto have beenmissing
in more modern cases such as Hanssen's 15-year-spying
sprees—and inthecase of CIA spy Aldrich Ames.

Whilepersonal greed may awaysbethereasamotiva
tion, for Soviet moleslike Hisswho penetrated the U.S. gov-
ernment from top to bottom in the 1930s and 1940s (sup-
ported and directed by the Communist Party USA), there
wasat least anepicdimensonaswell. Thatisequaly truefor
Chambers, who himself was drafted by the Sovietsto set up

acommunist cell in Washingtonintheearly 1930s. By 1938,
he realized what king of evil he had been drawn into and
ceased hisactivities. But therewasatonement to come. In
1948, Chambers denounced both himself and State Depart-
ment official Hiss, a member of his cell, to the House
UnAmerican ActivitiesCommittee,

Chambers, atop-flight writer for Time magazine, was
well aware of the price hewould be paying himsalf when he
denounced Hiss. Ashisbiographer Sam Tanenhausnoted on
Monday, he knew the congressional hearing roomwould be
the best placeto fight communism. Herewordsamounted to
deeds. At the climactic moment of the hearings, Chambers
said, “Mr. Hissrepresentsthe concealed evil against which
wedtill fight. Sohelp meGod I cannot do otherwise.” Rob-
ert Novak called Chambers* atragic and heroicfigure, hislife
destroyed and distorted by thefight between communismand
freedom.” Thestory of hispersond struggle became Cham-
bers book “Witness,” publishedin 1952.

L eft-wing anti-communist Sidney Hook onceremarked
that he could understand Chambers' fight against commu-
nism, “But why bring God intoit?” At themost profound
leve, that waswhat the strugglewasal about, God or man as
themeasureof al things. Although Soviet communism has
disappeared, that choicetill colorsour cultural and political
choices, andit ill underliesperceptionsof Hissand Cham-
bers.

Onewould think that the guilt of Hisswould be thor-
oughly established by now, haf acentury after hisconviction
and half adecade after the publication of thetranscriptsof the
Venonadocuments—secret Soviet cabletraffic of the 1940s
intercepted and finally decrypted by the United States. These
Soviet documentsyet again confirmed Hiss actionsandthose
of innumerable other moles. But therearestill doubters, il
peoplewho see Chambers asthe betrayer, not Hiss. Asre-
cently as 1997, Bill Clinton’snomineefor FBI director, An-
thony Lake, managed to question Hiss' guilt on nationd tele-
vision. It contributed greatly to sending hisnomination down
inflames.

Inpalitical terms, humanity madesomeawful choicesin
the 20" century. That'swhy eventslikeMonday’scommemo-
ration areimportant. We need to keep the memory alive of
thosewho fought againgt “ absol ute evil”’—as Chamberscalled
theideol ogy that once blinded him.

The Washington, Times, July 11, 2001, p. A17
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political systemisacceptable. Infact, Marxism perceivesthe
stateitself, whether ademocracy or adictatorship, asave-
hiclefor maintaining dassantagonism. “ Political power,” writes
Marx, “ismerely the organised power of one classfor op-
pressing another.” Leninagrees. “ The Stateisaspecia orga
nization of force; itisthe organization of violencefor the sup-
pression of someclass.”

FromthisMarxist perspective, the state exists because
classantagonismexists (Engelssays, “ Society . . . based upon
classantagonismshasneed of the State. . .”); however, once
thisantagonismiseradicated, the statewill nolonger be neces-
sary. Leninsumsup thispoint: “ According to Marx, the State
could neither arisenor maintainitsdlf if arecondliation of dasses
werepossible. . . . The Stateisan organ of classdomination,
an organ of oppression of oneclassby another; itsaimisthe
creation of “order” which legalises and perpetuatesthisop-
pression by moderating the collis onsbetween theclasses”

Theamof Marxist politicsisto cresteasociety inwhich
the state is an outmoded, unnecessary ingtitution. Because
Marxism seeksto abolish al classdigtinctionsandthestateis
smply atool for enforcing thosedistinctions, theMarxist be-
lievesthestatewill naturaly wither away asmankind evolves
intoaclasdesssociety. Wewill examinethisconcept later. Fird,
however, we must understand the specific nature of thegov-
ernment that theMarxist believesshould exist under socidism,
associety makesthe* inevitable’ trangitionto communism.

TheDictator ship of theProletariat

TheMarxist view of man’sdevelopment from feudal
government to socialist Stateis best described by Herbert
Aptheker: “Thebourgeoisietakes state power from thefeu-
dal lordsand then usesthe stateto further develop an aready
existing capitalism; the productive massestake state power
from the bourgeoisie and then use state power in order to
begin the establishment of Socidism.”

Thestateisviewed ashecessary at thisjuncture because
itisastarting point for creating asociaist society. Theprole-
tariat must overthrow the bourgeoisgovernment and usethe
stateto enforce socialisminitsearly stages. “Oncethefirst
radical onslaught upon private ownership has been made,”
writesEngels, “theproletariat will seeitself compelledtogo
alwaysfurther, to concentrateall capital, all agriculture, all
industry, al transport, and al exchange moreand moreinthe
handsof the State.”

Thisconcentration of al themeansof productioninthe
hands of the state, of course, isthefirst stepinthe Marxist
formulato abolish al classes. Engelswrites, “Wewant the
abolition of classes. What isthemeansof achievingit? The
only meansispolitical domination of theproletariat.” Marx
calsfor thispalitical domination aswell: “Between capitaist

and communist society liesthe period of therevolutionary
transformation of the oneinto the other. Corresponding to
thisisalso apolitical trangition period inwhich the state can
be nothing but the revol utionary dictator ship of the prole-
tariat.” Thisdictatorship of theproletariat, accordingto Lenin,
isnecessary for thegood of al society: “ Theessenceof Marx’'s
theory of the state hasbeen mastered only by thosewhoredise
that thedictatorship of asingleclassisnecessary not only for
every classsociety ingenerd, not only for the proletariat which
hasoverthrown the bourgeoisie, but alsofor theentire histori-
cal period which separates capitalism from * class ess soci-
ety,” fromcommunism.”

Marxist/L eninistsbelievethe proletariat must seize po-
litical power toinstigate socialism and set the stagefor the
abolition of classes (and eventudly the state). Thepuzzleis
that Marxistscontinual ly speak of a“ dictatorship” of the pro-
letariat. Doesn'ta“ genuinedemocracy” ariseinsocidis sates?
How can Marxismreconcilethiscall for adictatorship with
their claimthat socialist society encouragestrue democracy?

Marxistsreconcilethisapparent contradiction smply by
pointing tother definition of democracy. Asnoted erlier, Marx-
ism perceivesdemocracy assmply the oppression of themi-
nority by themgority. Thus, democracy issmilar toadictator-
shipinthat themgority dictatesgovernment policy andlawsto
theminority. In capitalist society, thismeansthe bourgeoisie
usesthe stateto oppressthe proletariat. Insocialist society, it
means precisely theopposite—the proletariat will operateas
theauthoritarianmgority. “ Innocivilised capitaist country does
‘democracy ingenerd’ exis,” explansLenin. All that exigtsis
bourgeoisdemocracy, anditisnot aquestion of ‘ dictatorshipin
generd,” but of thedictatorship of theoppressed class, i.e.,, the
proletariat, over itsoppressorsand exploiters, i.e., the bour-
geoisie, inorder to overcometheres stance offered by theex-
ploitersinther fight tomaintaintheir domination.”

The Fundamentals of Marxist-Leninist Philosophy
putsitthisway: “Thesocidis sateis, abovedl, aningrument
for uniting the massesand educating themin the spirit of com-
munism, aninstrument for building thenew society. Thisstate
isdictatorial inanew way, becauseit isdirected against the
bourgeoisi e, and democraticin anew way becauseit secures
democracy for theworking people.” Put moresmply still,
“Thedictatorship of the proletariat meansthe replacement of
democracy for the exploitersby sociaist democracy for the
working people.. . ."

Adapted from Dr. Noebel’swork Under standing the Times:
The Religious Worldviews of Our Day and the Search for
Truth. For those interested in studying further in this area,
you may order the book from the Bookshelf found on Page 8.
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