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TheDictator ship of theProletariat
by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, Page 3

What isthe next step after coming to power for a
Communist? Establish the dictatorship of the
proletariat. Read on as Dr. Schwarz explains.

TheBourgeoisvs. theProletariat
by Paul Craig Roberts, Page5

Mr. Roberts ties the Democratic Party’s creating
classwarfare on tax relief to the basic premise of
the Marxist political party.
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Read some background information on Frederick
Engels.

RussiansPick Lenin

Page 6
Who do Russian’sfavor for their nation’s“ man of
the century”?

And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1
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ThePhilosophical Essence of Communism
by David A. Noebel

Marxist philosophy, known asdiaectica materialism, attemptstoexplaindl of red-
ity—includinginorganic matter (themolecular, atomic, and subatomic), theorganicworld
(lifeand, according to materialism, mind or consciousness), and socid life (economics,
politics, etc.). All of naturereflects, illuminates, and illustratescommunist dialectical phi-
losophy. Modern physicswasevenintravail, thought Lenin, “giving birth to dialectical
materidism.” Marxist philosophy ingststhat thematerid universeisinfinite, that matter is
eternd (negating, of course, the need for abeginning), uncreated (negating theneed for a
Creator), indestructible, and dialectical (the clash between opposites, for example, ex-
plainsthe self-motion of matter, which eliminatesthe need for aMover outside of matter
or nature). Marxism a so percelves matter’smotion as upward and evol utionary. Matter
isnot static or at rest, but actively in process, progressive. Matter diaectically viewed
explainsitsown nature and progressfromitsinorganic statethrough itsdevel opment into
life, onward to animal consciousness, and ultimately to human mind and consciousness
and socid indtitutions.

Matter can move upward from theinorganic to theorganic, fromthe organicto
the human, and from the human to the social level because of itsdialectical nature—a
nature responding to certainlawsincluding: (a) the unity and struggle of opposites, (b)
the transformation of quantity into quality, and (c) the negation of the negation. The
diaectica laws manifest athreefold rhythm of equilibrium (thesis), disturbance (anti-
thess) and re-establishment of equilibrium (synthesis). Becausethedialecticisapro-
gressive process, each synthesisbecomes not merely anewthesisbut ahigher one. In
redlity, what Darwin’stheory of natura selectionisto evolution, thediaecticisto matter.
Marxist philosopher G. V. Plekhanov cameto regard Marxism as* Darwinisminits
applicationto socid science.” Marx and Engelsacknowledgethat Darwin’stheory of
natural selection served themwell asthe basisfor their theory of theclassstruggle. From
Dawin'spoint of view, in Gustav A. Wetter’swords, “ing gnificant quantitative changes
inplantsand anima seventudly lead by accumulation and inheritanceto theformation of
new species,” i.e., changesin quantity lead ultimately to changesin quality. The present
clash between socialism and capitalism, for the Marxist, issimilar inkind to theclash
among biologica creatures” struggling for existence’ and the clash between positiveand
negative chargesin electricity. Theevolution of mankind from spontaneous generated
life (thefirst speck of lifefrom non-living matter) servesasan exampleof the progress of
matter through many minute quantitative changes (dueto natura sdection) togreat qudi-
tative changes (new species). For better or worse, the Marxist’s philosophy of dialecti-
ca materidismisbuilt primarily onthe* science’ of Darwinian evolution.

continued on next page

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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Virtually every individual professing to beaMarxist/
Leninist believesdidecticd materidismisthe proper philoso-
phy for understanding and changing theworld. Indeed, what
dialectical materialismistotheMarxist, Godistothe Chris-
tian. Virtualy all theways Christiansdescribe God—eterndl,
infinite, uncreated, indestructible, lawgiver, life, mind, etc.—
Marxistsassignto dialectical matter. Making matter thees-
senceof al thingsiscalled metaphysical materialism. This
philosophy affirmsmatter asultimately real and deniesthe
reality of God. Itisa“sort of godlesstheology.”

All trueMarxigts, therefore, affirm

befasified by events, we can remain surethat
theright explanationisadong materidigt lines, and
however well particular idealist theoriesmay
evadefalsfication, wecanremain surethat they
areneverthe essmerefancies. Thatiswhy Marx-
ismrejectsevery idealist theory about human
afars
Metaphysicd materidismisthesupremetest of orthodoxy
inMarxist philosophy. “Matter is,” wrote Lenin“primary na-
ture. Sensation, thought, consciousness, arethe highest prod-
uctsof matter organizedinacertainway. Thisisthedoctrineof
materialism, ingenerad, and Marx and Engels, in particular.”
Elsewhere, Lenin contended that maitter
isaphilosophica category denoting ob-

ther faithinmateridismastheonly true

reality. Karl Marx, in a letter to
Frederick Engdls, wrote, “aslong aswe
actually observe and think, we cannot
possibly get away from materialism.”

e Materialismisa N
philosophical school

jectiveredity—i.e., people, plants, ani-
mals, sars, etc. “ Matter istheobjective
redity giventousinsensation.” Our see-
ingthephysica world, thematerid world,

Along thissame epistemological line, virtual ly was proof enough for Lenin that only
Engelswrote, “ The materialist world indistinguishable matter existed, that it was eternal,
outlook issimply the conception of na- f t P It uncregted, indestructible, and dialectical.
tureasitis....” Inother words, what rom naturalism. Being eternal and uncreated, and obey-
you see of natureisall thereis, and be- also assumes matter ing dialectical law, however, isnot ex-

cause nature appearsto be made up of
matter of somesort, that isall thereis
tothereal world. This perspective has
been maintained by Marxiststhrough-
out their history, and, asweshall seg, it
isimperativethat onebdieveinthema-

or natureto be all
that exists, denying

L the supernatural. Y,

actly obviousto everyday sensepercep-
tion. Inthiscase, presumptiondetermines
and even takes precedence over obser-
vation.
Engelsclarifiesthesgnificance of
choosi ng between materialism and su-

teriaigticinterpretation of theworld if
heisto beaMarxist/Leninist in thetrue sense of theword.

ThePolitical Dictionary, published in Moscow in 1940,
definesmateridism asa“ philosophical trend which correctly
maintainsthat at the basisof the entireworld lies matter—
nature, existing independently of the consciousness of man.
Materialismisopposed to [metaphysical] idedlismwhich er-
roneoudy viewsidea, pirit, consciousnessasthebassof life
andd| nature. Materidism, said Vladimir Lenin, viewsnature
asprimary, spirit assecondary; existenceisinthefirst place,
thinkingissecond. . . . The highest stage of the devel opment
of materiaismisdidectica materidism.” Of course, putting
the choicethisway ignoresthe Christian alternative, meta-
physica dualism, which affirmstheredlity of both matter and
spirit (mind), thusavoiding the pitfalsof both materidismand
idedliam.

Thebdlief that matter isthebasi cingredient of reality—
indeed, theonly ingredient—underliesal Marxist philasophy.
Maurice Cornforth, anoted Marxist philosopher, reaffirms
thisidea:

However much particular materidist theoriesmay

pernaturalism by writing, “ Did God cre-
atetheworld or hastheworld beenin existence eternally?
Theanswerswhich the philosophersgaveto thisquestion split
them into two great camps. Thosewho asserted the primacy
of spiritto nature, and, therefore, inthelast instance, assumed
world creationin someformor other . . . comprised thecamp
of idealism. The others, who regarded Nature as primary,
bel ong to thevarious schoolsof materidism.”

Before we turn to Marxist epistemol ogy, we need to
comprehend thefull significance of what isat stakebetweena
materidist and adudist (e.g., Christian supernaturalist) cos-
mology. When Lenin saysthat matter isprimary, heissaying
that matter iseternal and uncreated and that billionsof years
into thiseternity life spontaneously emerged from non-living,
non-conscious matter. Heisalso stating that not only life but
aso mind, thinking, and consciousness devel oped or evolved
out of thismatter. In other words, out of thismateria universe
evolved thementd ; out of the unconscious materia universe
emerged the conscious, out of the non-living evolved theliv-
ingand ultimately man himself.

continued on Page 7
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TheDictator ship of the

Proletariat
by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz

When once the Communists have come to power,
whether it bein Russig, China, Czechodovakia, or America,
thenext step isto establish the dictatorship of the prol etariat.
Lenindefined thisas* therule-unrestricted by law and based
onforce—of the proletariat over thebourgeoisie, aruleenjoy-
ing the sympathy and support of the laboring and exploited
masses.” Thisruleistheoretically exercised by the prole-
tariat, or, in other words, by thetoiling massesof the people.
But sincethe Communist Party considersitself the executive
of theproletariat, thisruleisexercised in practice by the Com-
munist Party. Thedefinition of thedictatorship of the prole-
tariat, then, is“therule, based on force and unrestricted by
law, of the Communist Party over everybody else.”

Sincethisruleisbased onforce, thefirst act of Commu-
nist power isinvariably to disarm the peopleaswasdonein
China. Sincethisruleisbased onforce, and sinceitinevitably
generatesrevolt, asecond precaution taken by the Commu-
nistsisto destroy the potential leadership of acounter revolu-
tion beforesuch arevolution can occur. Any individua with
qualitiesof leadershipwhoisnot subject to Communist disci-
plineisarrested and executed. Whether heispro-Commu-
nist or anti-Communist isimmateria. If hehasqualitiesof
|eadership which may be used when the people awaken and
desireto end Communist rule, heisadanger and must be
destroyed.

Thedictatorship of the proletariat isaccompanied by a
monopoly of the meansof communication by the Communist
Party. Every medium of masscommunicationistaken over.
Every newspaper isaCommunist newspaper. Every radio
gation, every television channel, every publishing house, ev-
ery book, every magazine, every school classiscompletely
controlled by the Communist Party.

Under the dictatorship of the proletariat, an economic
monopoly isgradually established whereby the Communist
Party becomesthe soleemployer. A man then hasbut one
choice-heworksfor the Communist Party whereheistoldto
work, or he starvesto death. Hemay not leave hisjob and
gotoanother, for thereisonly oneemployer—the Communist
Party.

Yet another feature of thedictatorship of the prol etariat
istheestablishment of avadt, interna espionagenetwork. This
espionage system s patterned on the human body. The body
ismadeup of billionsof cdls. Thebody preservesitsdf aganst
the external forceswhich threaten it by avast grouping of

espionage agents. Certain cellsbecomeinformers. Physi-
ologically, they are called sensory receptors and areto be
foundintheskin, musclesand variousorgans. Thesesensory
receptors perceive heat, cold, pain, and contact with other
objects. Inother words, they collect information from their
environment and send it to the brain. The brain assembles
thisinformation and sends ordersdown another nerve path-
way to the executiveauthority, the muscles, whereupon mus-
cular reactionistakenin relation to theinformation collected
by those sensory nervecellsintheenvironment. Thesimple
act of blinking which closestheeyedidsto protect thesengitive
eyeagainst an advancing foreign body isagood exampl e of
suchamechanism.

The Communists seethe State, not asamass of indi-
viduals, but asan organic unity, ahigher form of being. Just
asthe body has sensory receptors, so throughout the State
thereareinformerswho collect informationintheir environ-
ment and send it back to the central nervous system-the
secret police. Children are set to spy ontheir parents, wives
ontheir husbands, employeeson employers, pastorson their
congregations, parishionersontheir pastors. Every group,
largeor small, would haveinitsmidst anumber of inform-
ers. None of theseinformerswould know who the others
were. If oneinformed and the othersdid not, thosefailing
to report would automatically be discovered. Thusastream
of information from every segment of the community flows
back to the central authority.

With such asystemin existence, itisinevitablethat a
revolt that has any organization whatsoever will bediscov-
ered at birth and strangled ininfancy.

Inthedaysof the Czar, athousand men armed with sticks
and stoneswerequiteaformidableforce. If revolution broke
out somewherein Siberia, it took three monthsfor the news
to reach Moscow and six monthsfor troopsto get there and
guell theuprising. With modern means of communication,
however, the newsisback in seconds, and an air force de-
tachment istherein minutesto deal with thetrouble. The
people are hel pless against machine gunsand bombs. The
questionisfrequently asked: “Isit likely that the peopl e of
Russiawill revolt?” Of coursethey will. They haveaready
revolted athousandtimes! But therevoltsare spasmodic and
unorganized, and they are wiped out almost casually. Ten
milesaway itisnot even known that therevolt hastaken place

continued on next page
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because of the power of the Communist dictatorship.

Thestepsby whichthedictatorship of theproletariat was
establishedin Chinashow thestuation very clearly. TheCom-
muni stscameto power in Chinabehind the seductive prom-
isesof land ownership and debt abolition. Immediately after
seizing power, they kept these prom-
ises. Thelandlordswere wiped out
and their land wasdivided and given
to the peasantswhose debtswere si-
multaneously canceled. For a brief
period happinessfloodedtheland. The
peasants set to work to till the land
whichwasnow theirs.

Meanwhile, the Communistscon-
solidated their power inanticipation of
theday when they could takeaway the
land from the peasants. They knew
that when they did this, resistance
would develop, and that suchresstance
would requireleadership. They sur-
veyed thecommunity to discover thosewith potential sof |ead-
ership. If these peoplewerenot subject to Communist disci-
pline, they were arrested on some pretext or another and de-
stroyed.

The Communists set about to disarm the people com-
pletely. Great rewardswere given to those who could tell
where weapons were hidden, and the rush to deliver con-
cealed weaponsbegan. They introduced asystem of univer-
sal espionageinwhich everyonespied oneveryonedse. This
had special referenceto the children who were encouraged
to spy and report on their own parents.

They stopped freedom of movement and introduced in-
ternal passports. No onecouldtravel fromvillagetovillage
without official permission. Upon arriving at thevillage, the
vigtor wasnot freeto go and stay with friends, but had to stay
a aninn set aside by the Communistsand closely scrutinized
by them. They stopped freedom of association. No group
could gather except under officid Communist sponsorshipand
control.

Every individual wascompelled towriteor givealife
confession detailing al the crimes committed throughout his
entirelifeand naming all other personsimplicated inthese
crimes. Thisprovided the Communist government with avast
hoard of information to be used against any individua asthey
desired.

A mgor assault wasmade onthechildmind. They were
filledwithpride. Their affectionswereturned fromtheir par-
entstowardsthe State. They weregiven gunsand appointed
sentrieswith ordersto challengeand, if necessary, to shoot

TheCommunists
cameto power in
Chinabehind the

seductive promises
of land owner ship
and debt abalition.

adults. Theschool childrenwould be marched out and given
thetask of searching all shopsin an areafor weapons and
currency, and of accosting and searching al adultsinthearea.

Finaly there camethe day of themasstrialsand execu-
tions. A band would march through the streets of the city.
Behind theband agroup of prisonerswould march with hands
bound behind their backs. Intothe
bonds of each prisoner astick would
be struck with aplacard ontop tell-
ingthecrimesof whichhewasalleg-
edly guilty. Behindthe prisonersthe
school children would marchto ob-
servetheexecution. Thencamethe
general populace. Mothers were
compelledtotakether babiesinarms
to observe the hideous spectacle.
Eyewitnessreportsabound concern-
ing thesethings. Multitudesof mis-
sonariesof impeccable character tes-
tify that thesethingsreally happened.

Harvest day arrived and the
peasantswho had been so thrilledto
become ownersof their land were now forbidden to thresh
their own grain except in the presence of an armed soldier.

When the harvest wasreaped, the government took far
morethan thelandlordshad ever taken.

At thispoint hatred of Communism wasthe dominant
emotion amongst the people, but they were so leaderless, so
weaponless, soimmobilized, so disassociated, so spied upon
and so cowed that organized revolt appeared unattainable.
The Communistshad imposed their total tyranny.

The period of peasant |and ownership was brief indeed.
Soon camethe period of collectivefarmsand then the great
communeswhich have attacked the very fabric of the Chi-
nese nation, the Chinesefamily and the character of the Chi-
nese people. No Chineseindividual now ownsone acre of
ground. He had been betrayed to anew serfdom moreter-
riblethan that of the past, aserfdominwhichheisthehelpless
daveof thegargantuan Communist State.

Thedictatorship becomesever moreintense. The pow-
ersinthe hands of the top few become greater and greater
until finally there emergesthe man of all power, the Joseph
Sdin, whostsintheseat of themighty whilemillionsof daves
rushtoandfrotodohishidding. Suchisthereignof brutdity,
violenceand tyranny whichinevitably comesbehind the beau-
tiful promise with which Communism deceived itsway to
power. Only knowledge can enable usto stand against the
intermedi ate seductive phase of limitlessdeception practiced
by thosewhom J. Edgar Hoover definesas” Mastersof De-
cat.”
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TheBourgeoisvs. the

Proletariat
By Paul Craig Roberts

Few Americansredizeit, but the Democratic Party ad-
heresto the basic premise of Marxist political parties. The
defining characteristicof aMarxist party isclasswarfare. The
demonized classis*“therich,” whether thericharecapitaists,
pharmaceutica companies, oil companies, Cdifornia, Cdifor-
niautility companiesor upper incometaxpayers. LikeMarx-
ists, Democratsframepoalicy issuesintermsof “therich” vs.the
“littleguy.” Sometimesthe*littleguy” isapowerful environ-
mental organization likethe SierraClub, which canlock up
millionsof squaremilesinasinglestroke of apresident’spen.
At other timesthe“littleguy” isthe American Association of
Retired Persons, apowerful lobby group that blocksnecessary
Socid Security reformsinthenameof theelderly.

Theoddfeatureof classwarfareisthat thelittleguy, who
isportrayed asbeing crushed under the heel of wealth, usu-
alywins. The"littleguy” isapropagandistic distraction that
concealstherea power.

For example, in Cdiforniaright now the“littleguy” is
electricity consumers; “therich” arethe utility companies.
Environmentaistssucceeded inforcing Cdiforniautilitiesto
generate el ectricity by burning clean natural gas. Environ-
mentalistsa so succeeded in obstructing natural gasexplora
tion and pipeline construction. Throw inan especialy cold
winter, which drivesupthepriceof naturd gas, and Cdifornia
regulations, which hold down the pricethet utilitiescan charge
consumersfor electricity.

You don't haveto bean economist to know that thisisa
formulafor bankrupting California sutility companies. How-
ever, pollsshow 54 percent of Cdiforniansbelievether sate's
utility crisgsisphony, merely aploy for theutility companiesto
raisethepriceof dectricity.

Thistotal disconnect from reality istheresult of many
decadesof classwarfare. Thedisconnectisinevery policy
arenaand can be seenmost clearly intax policy.

Bill Clinton, Al Goreand ajillion professorsand media
punditsclaim President Bush'splanto cut tax ratesisunfair.
“It would givethe* people’ssurplus totherich” isthe oft-
repeated refrain.

Thefact of the matter isthat 54 percent of the surplus
bel ongstothetop 5 percent of taxpayers (thosewithincomes
above $114,729) who pay 54 percent of theincometax rev-
enues (see Specid Report, Tax Foundation, November 2000).
Tobefair, Mr. Bush'stax cut must hand the surplusrevenues
back to the people whose tax payments created the surplus.

Fairnessrequires 54 percent of thetax cut togoto 5 percent
of thetaxpayers.

Not even Republicanswill bethisfair. Therichwill get
back far lessof the surplusthan they paidin, and the poor will
get far more. Despitethisfact, Democratswill demonizethe
rich even though Mr. Bush’stax plan will shift more of the
burden totheir shoulders.

TheDemocrats classwarfare has been so successful
that it rulesRepublican tax policy. TheBush planwill cut tax
ratesmoreinthelower bracketsthaninthehigher, thusrais-
ing therelative share of thetax burden paid by therich.

Itisunlikely that you will ever hear thisfact from the
New York Times, The Washington Post, CNN or the tele-
vison networks. But youwill hear much classwarfarerheto-
ric. That'stheMarxist way.

Inthe United States, investorsin general and especialy
therich areforced to pay tax ratesfar higher than the statu-
tory maximum. Thetopincometax rateisapproximately 40
percent, but on April 15 rich peoplewith investmentsin eg-
uity mutual fundsand investment partnershipswill pay afar
higher rate.

Thisishappening because of tax lawsand theway the
stock market behaved last year. Thefirst coupleof months
stock pricesrose considerably; thenthey declined, ending the
year below their beginning values.

Anticipating adecline, fund managers sold stocksthat
had appreciated in order to realizethe gain beforeit evapo-
rated. ThelRSrequiresthat gainsrealized by mutua funds
be apportioned to fund holdersfor tax reasons even though
the gainswere more than wiped out for the fund holdersby
thegenerd declineintheoverdl vaueof themutua fund.

In other words, investorsaretaxed on phantomincome.
Two examples: | know ateenager saving for college. He
began theyear with $9,210in hismutual fund and ended the
year with $7,928, aloss of $1,282. Despitethislossof 14
percent, he must report short-term capital gainsincome of
$690 with atax liability of $103.50, because thefund sold
some appreciated stocksprior to the market decline.

Now consider the case of arich manwith 1,000 times
more money than the teenager. He starts the year with
$9,210,000 and endswith $7,928,000-al oss of $1,282,000.
Yet, he had $690,000 in phantom capital gains and owes
$276,000in taxes.

A fair tax system would tax theinvestor on gainsonly
when heactudly redizesgainsby withdrawing fromthefund
or exiting fromtheequity partnership. But afair tax systemis
precluded by theignorance and animosity that classwarfare
generates. Not even Republicanscan escapefromKarl Marx's
influence.

The Washington Times, January 26, 2001, P. A17
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Frederick Engels(1820-1895)

Asayoung man, Frederick Engelscamein contact with aradical group known asthe Young Hegeliansand
became enchanted with their ideas, epecidly the materidist philosophy of Ludwig Feuerbach. Engel sreadily adopted
thismaterialistic outlook, which caused him to be sympathetic toward another young radical, Karl Marx, andin
1844 they began alifelong friendship. Thisfriendship gaveriseto Marxism, one of the twentieth century’smost
dominant worldviews. Oddly enough, thevita rolethat Engelsplayedin co-founding Marxismisoften overlooked.
Marx, loominglarger than life, seemsto overshadow Engels' contributions. But thefact remains: Marxismwould not
have gained the ascendency of adominant worldview without Engels. Not only did he co-write the Communist
Manifesto with Marx, but he also edited and coordinated volumes 2 and 3 of DasKapital. Further, hisownworks,
such as Anti-Duhring, Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, and Dial ectics of Nature, vastly influenced thefledg-
ling theory of Marxism. PerhapsEngels most significant contributionto Marxism, however, camefrom hispocket-
book. Because Marx chosenot towork and hiswritingsnever provided asubstantia income, hisfamily would have
been constantly penniless, wereit not for thefinancia support provided by Engels. Ironically, the support for these
two championsof the proletariat was provided by abourgeoisenterprise—namely, Engels father’stextilebusiness.
From 1869 until their deaths, Engelsand Marx developed Marxist theory whileliving off the proceeds of that

K business.

)

RussiansPick Lenin

Russians made Communist leader Vladimir Lenintheir
top choiceasthe nation’s* man of the century,” followed by
dictator Josef Stalin, the Interfax newsagency reported yes-
terday.

Thepoll asked 1,500 persons across Russiato namea
choicewithout offering any suggestions.

After the Soviet |eaders, human rights advocate and
Nobel Prizewinner Andrel Sakharov cameinthird, Interfax
said. Thefirst maninspace, Yuri Gagarin, took fourth place,
and Soviet reformer Mikhail Gorbachev wasfifth, followed
by actorsand paliticiansfrom Russia’spast.

L enin won the most support, with 14 percent of re-
spondents calling him the most important man of the 20
century, showing that many older Russianstill reverehim.
Lenin’slasting popularity among the older generation also

has been explained by years of Soviet propaganda, which
lionized him.

Stalin received support from 9 percent of respondents
despiteaconsensusamong most Russiansthat hewasacruel
dictator responsiblefor the deathsof millionsinarbitrary ex-
ecutionsand forced labor camps. Stainisdtill respected by a
smdll group of Russians.

Mr. Sakharov, arenowned nuclear physicist who drew
attention to the cruelty of the Soviet system and became a
symbol of hiscountry’squest to shake off thelegacy of com-
munism, recelved support from 8 percent of respondents.

ThePublic Opinion Foundation polling agency conducted
the survey December 16.

The Washington Times, December 27, 2001, P. 1
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Science playsacrucial rolein the Marxist theory of
knowledge. “ Thefundamental characteristic of materidism,”
saysLenin, “arisesfrom the objectivity of science, fromthe
recognition of objectiveredlity, reflected by science.” Lead-
ing Soviet philosophers, in The Fundamentals of
Mar xist-Leninist Philosophy, state,

“It wasthediscovery of thelaw of the conservation of
energy, of theunitary cdlular structureof dl living organisms,
and Darwin’stheory of theevolution of biologica speciesthat
provided thefoundation onwhich Marx and Engelsbuilt dia-
lectical meteridism.”

These philosophersgo on to describe science asthe ba
gsof dl fact andrligion asthebassof dl fantasy: “ All knowl-
edge, including scientific knowledge, isregarded by Marxism
asreflection of natureand social existence. . . . Religiongives
afantasy reflection of reality, whereas science, taken asa
whole, providesatruereflection of nature and society. . . .
Religionishostileto reason, whereas scienceisthe highest
achievement of human reason, theembodiment of itsstrength
and effectiveness”

LikeHumanism, Marxist epistemol ogy professesfaithin
stienceandjust asmuchfaiththat dl rdigiouscamsareuntrue.
Thisfathinscienceasavirtudly infaliblesourceof al knowl-
edgeresultsfrom Marxism'’sideasabout redlity. WritesLenin,
“Perceptionsgive uscorrect impressionsof things—Wedi-
rectly know objectsthemselves.” Theseobjects, of course,
aredrictly materid: “Matter is. . . theobjectiveredity givento
manin hissensations, aredity whichiscopied, photographed,
and reflected by our sensations.” Of course, Snce something
supernatura isnot an objective, materidist redlity, according to
Marxism, then we have no meansof perceivingit and, there-
fore, no meansof obtai ning knowledgeabout it.

For thisreason, Marxistsdeny thesupernaturd. They dis-
tinguish between knowledge and what they termtruebeliefin
anatempttodlow for saentificgoeculaionwhileignoring specu-
lation about God: “What we call ‘knowledge’ must aso be
distinguished from‘truebdief.” If, for example, thereislifeon
Mars thebdlief that thereislifeon Marsistruebdlief. But at the
sametimewecertainly, asyet, know nothing of themetter. True
belief only becomesknowledgewhen backed by somekind of
investigation and evidence. Some of our beliefsmay betrue
and othersfalse, but weonly start getting to know which are
trueand which arefd sewhen we undertakeformsof system-
aticinvestigation. . . . For nothing can count as‘ knowledge’
exceptin sofar asit hasbeen properly tested.” Therefore, we
can never know belief inthe supernatural to be“truebelief,”
becauseit cannever beproperly (i.e, empiricaly, scientificaly)
tested. Only specul ations about the materia can ever befound
tobetruebdliefs, snceonly they can beinvestigated systemati-

caly. Knowledge can apply only tothemateria world.

Marxists, however, rely on morethan science and gen-
erd perceptionfor their epistemol ogy. They believethat prac-
tice, that is, testing knowledge throughout history, isava u-
ableaidto gaining knowledgeaswell. “Marxism has solved
the problem of the criterion of truth by showingthat it lies
ultimately intheactivity whichisthebasisof knowledge, that
IS, insocia historical practice.” Inother words, Marxistsbe-
lievethat we can test knowledge by applyingit to our lives
and to society and that thisapplication will eventually deter-
minethetruth or falsity of that knowledge. Therefore, by ex-
amining history, we can determinebetter which knowledgeis
correct and whichisnot.

Thisdoesnot make Marxist episterol ogy unscientific,
according to Cornforth; rather, it heightensitsscientific stat-
ure: “ Didectica materiaism, the philosophy adopted by Marx-
ist parties, isatruly scientific world outlook. For itisbased on
consderingthingsasthey are, without arbitrary, preconceived
assumptions(idedlist fantasies); it insststhat our conceptions
of thingsmust be based on actual investigation and experi-
ence, and must be constantly tested and re-tested inthelight
of practice and further experience.” That is, testing knowl-
edgethrough practiceissmply an extenson of the scientific
nature of Marxist epistemol ogy.

Thepower of using practiceto test knowledgeisespoused
by every Marxist philosopher. M. N. Rutkevich statessimply,
“Practiceisthefoundation of theentireknowing-process, from
beginningtoend.” Andwhen practiceisused scientificaly, there
isnothing that Marxist philosophy cannot know about thema:
terid universe. “Marxist did ecticd materidism proceedsfrom
thefact that the world of nature, proved by experience and
practice, isvaid knowledge having thesignificanceof objective
truths, that there are no unknowablethingsintheworld, but
rather only thingsnot yet knownwhichwill berevealed and
known through the power of scienceand practice.” Of course,
thiscircular argument dependsonamateridist assumption: there
areno unknowablethingsbecause everythingismaterial and
thereforetestable. How do we know? By empirica testing,
whichweknow istheonly vaidway of knowing becauseonly
meatterisred.

Marxist epistemol ogy isinextricably tied to the Marxist
didectic. Infact, itisvirtually impossibleto separate Marxist
materialism, didectics, and epistemology. Thisistruelargely
because Marxistsclaim that dialectics operatesin the place of
metaphysicsinther philosophy and makesmetaphysicsand
epistemol ogy even moreinterdependent.

Adapted from Dr. Noebel’s work Understanding the Times: The
Religious Worldviews of Our Day and the Search for Truth. For
those interested in studying further in this area, you may order
the book from the Bookshelf found on Page 8.
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