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The Philosophical Essence of Communism
by David A. Noebel

Marxist philosophy, known as dialectical materialism, attempts to explain all of real-
ity—including inorganic matter (the molecular, atomic, and subatomic), the organic world
(life and, according to materialism, mind or consciousness), and social life (economics,
politics, etc.). All of nature reflects, illuminates, and illustrates communist dialectical phi-
losophy. Modern physics was even in travail, thought Lenin, “giving birth to dialectical
materialism.” Marxist philosophy insists that the material universe is infinite, that matter is
eternal (negating, of course, the need for a beginning), uncreated (negating the need for a
Creator), indestructible, and dialectical (the clash between opposites, for example, ex-
plains the self-motion of matter, which eliminates the need for a Mover outside of matter
or nature). Marxism also perceives matter’s motion as upward and evolutionary. Matter
is not static or at rest, but actively in process, progressive. Matter dialectically viewed
explains its own nature and progress from its inorganic state through its development into
life, onward to animal consciousness, and ultimately to human mind and consciousness
and social institutions.

Matter can move upward from the inorganic to the organic, from the organic to
the human, and from the human to the social level because of its dialectical nature—a
nature responding to certain laws including: (a) the unity and struggle of opposites, (b)
the transformation of quantity into quality, and (c) the negation of the negation. The
dialectical laws manifest a threefold rhythm of equilibrium (thesis), disturbance (anti-
thesis) and re-establishment of equilibrium (synthesis). Because the dialectic is a pro-
gressive process, each synthesis becomes not merely a new thesis but a higher one. In
reality, what Darwin’s theory of natural selection is to evolution, the dialectic is to matter.
Marxist philosopher G. V. Plekhanov came to regard Marxism as “Darwinism in its
application to social science.”  Marx and Engels acknowledge that Darwin’s theory of
natural selection served them well as the basis for their theory of the class struggle. From
Darwin’s point of view, in Gustav A. Wetter’s words, “insignificant quantitative changes
in plants and animals eventually lead by accumulation and inheritance to the formation of
new species,”  i.e., changes in quantity lead ultimately to changes in quality. The present
clash between socialism and capitalism, for the Marxist, is similar in kind to the clash
among biological creatures “struggling for existence” and the clash between positive and
negative charges in electricity.  The evolution of mankind from spontaneous generated
life (the first speck of life from non-living matter) serves as an example of the progress of
matter through many minute quantitative changes (due to natural selection) to great quali-
tative changes (new species). For better or worse, the Marxist’s philosophy of dialecti-
cal materialism is built primarily on the “science” of Darwinian evolution.
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Virtually every individual professing to be a Marxist/
Leninist believes dialectical materialism is the proper philoso-
phy for understanding and changing the world. Indeed, what
dialectical materialism is to the Marxist, God is to the Chris-
tian. Virtually all the ways Christians describe God—eternal,
infinite, uncreated, indestructible, lawgiver, life, mind, etc.—
Marxists assign to dialectical matter. Making matter the es-
sence of all things is called metaphysical materialism. This
philosophy affirms matter as ultimately real and denies the
reality of God. It is a “sort of godless theology.”

All true Marxists, therefore, affirm
their faith in materialism as the only true
reality. Karl Marx, in a letter to
Frederick Engels, wrote, “as long as we
actually observe and think, we cannot
possibly get away from materialism.”
Along this same epistemological line,
Engels wrote, “The materialist world
outlook is simply the conception of na-
ture as it is. . . .”  In other words, what
you see of nature is all there is, and be-
cause nature appears to be made up of
matter of some sort, that is all there is
to the real world. This perspective has
been maintained by Marxists through-
out their history, and, as we shall see, it
is imperative that one believe in the ma-
terialistic interpretation of the world if
he is to be a Marxist/Leninist in the true sense of the word.

The Political Dictionary, published in Moscow in 1940,
defines materialism as a “philosophical trend which correctly
maintains that at the basis of the entire world lies matter—
nature, existing independently of the consciousness of man.
Materialism is opposed to [metaphysical] idealism which er-
roneously views idea, spirit, consciousness as the basis of life
and all nature. Materialism, said Vladimir Lenin, views nature
as primary, spirit as secondary; existence is in the first place,
thinking is second. . . . The highest stage of the development
of materialism is dialectical materialism.”  Of course, putting
the choice this way ignores the Christian alternative, meta-
physical dualism, which affirms the reality of both matter and
spirit (mind), thus avoiding the pitfalls of both materialism and
idealism.

The belief that matter is the basic ingredient of reality—
indeed, the only ingredient—underlies all Marxist philosophy.
Maurice Cornforth, a noted Marxist philosopher, reaffirms
this idea:

However much particular materialist theories may

be falsified by events, we can remain sure that
the right explanation is along materialist lines; and
however well particular idealist theories may
evade falsification, we can remain sure that they
are nevertheless mere fancies. That is why Marx-
ism rejects every idealist theory about human
affairs.

Metaphysical materialism is the supreme test of orthodoxy
in Marxist philosophy. “Matter is,” wrote Lenin “primary na-
ture. Sensation, thought, consciousness, are the highest prod-
ucts of matter organized in a certain way. This is the doctrine of
materialism, in general, and Marx and Engels, in particular.”

Elsewhere, Lenin contended that matter
is a philosophical category denoting ob-
jective reality—i.e., people, plants, ani-
mals, stars, etc. “Matter is the objective
reality given to us in sensation.” Our see-
ing the physical world, the material world,
was proof enough for Lenin that only
matter existed, that it was eternal,
uncreated, indestructible, and dialectical.
Being eternal and uncreated, and obey-
ing dialectical law, however, is not ex-
actly obvious to everyday sense percep-
tion. In this case, presumption determines
and even takes precedence over obser-
vation.

Engels clarifies the significance of
choosing between materialism and su-
pernaturalism by writing, “Did God cre-

ate the world or has the world been in existence eternally?
The answers which the philosophers gave to this question split
them into two great camps. Those who asserted the primacy
of spirit to nature, and, therefore, in the last instance, assumed
world creation in some form or other . . . comprised the camp
of idealism. The others, who regarded Nature as primary,
belong to the various schools of materialism.”

Before we turn to Marxist epistemology, we need to
comprehend the full significance of what is at stake between a
materialist and a dualist (e.g., Christian supernaturalist) cos-
mology. When Lenin says that matter is primary, he is saying
that matter is eternal and uncreated and that billions of years
into this eternity life spontaneously emerged from non-living,
non-conscious matter. He is also stating that not only life but
also mind, thinking, and consciousness developed or evolved
out of this matter. In other words, out of this material universe
evolved the mental; out of the unconscious material universe
emerged the conscious; out of the non-living evolved the liv-
ing and ultimately man himself.

Materialism is a
philosophical school

virtually
indistinguishable

from naturalism.  It
also assumes matter
or nature to be all
that exists, denying
the supernatural.
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The Dictatorship of the
Proletariat
by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz

When once the Communists have come to power,
whether it be in Russia, China, Czechoslovakia, or America,
the next step is to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Lenin defined this as “the rule–unrestricted by law and based
on force–of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie, a rule enjoy-
ing the sympathy and support of the laboring and exploited
masses.”  This rule is theoretically exercised by the prole-
tariat, or, in other words, by the toiling masses of the people.
But since the Communist Party considers itself the executive
of the proletariat, this rule is exercised in practice by the Com-
munist Party.  The definition of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, then, is “the rule, based on force and unrestricted by
law, of the Communist Party over everybody else.”

Since this rule is based on force, the first act of Commu-
nist power is invariably to disarm the people as was done in
China.  Since this rule is based on force, and since it inevitably
generates revolt, a second precaution taken by the Commu-
nists is to destroy the potential leadership of a counter revolu-
tion before such a revolution can occur.  Any individual with
qualities of leadership who is not subject to Communist disci-
pline is arrested and executed.  Whether he is pro-Commu-
nist or anti-Communist is immaterial.  If he has qualities of
leadership which may be used when the people awaken and
desire to end Communist rule, he is a danger and must be
destroyed.

The dictatorship of the proletariat is accompanied by a
monopoly of the means of communication by the Communist
Party.  Every medium of mass communication is taken over.
Every newspaper is a Communist newspaper.  Every radio
station, every television channel, every publishing house, ev-
ery book, every magazine, every school class is completely
controlled by the Communist Party.

Under the dictatorship of the proletariat, an economic
monopoly is gradually established whereby the Communist
Party becomes the sole employer.  A man then has but one
choice–he works for the Communist Party where he is told to
work, or he starves to death.  He may not leave his job and
go to another, for there is only one employer–the Communist
Party.

Yet another feature of the dictatorship of the proletariat
is the establishment of a vast, internal espionage network.  This
espionage system is patterned on the human body.  The body
is made up of billions of cells.  The body preserves itself against
the external forces which threaten it by a vast grouping of

espionage agents.  Certain cells become informers.  Physi-
ologically, they are called sensory receptors and are to be
found in the skin, muscles and various organs.  These sensory
receptors perceive heat, cold, pain, and contact with other
objects.  In other words, they collect information from their
environment and send it to the brain.  The brain assembles
this information and sends orders down another nerve path-
way to the executive authority, the muscles, whereupon mus-
cular reaction is taken in relation to the information collected
by those sensory nerve cells in the environment.  The simple
act of blinking which closes the eyelids to protect the sensitive
eye against an advancing foreign body is a good example of
such a mechanism.

The Communists see the State, not as a mass of indi-
viduals, but as an organic unity, a higher form of being.  Just
as the body has sensory receptors, so throughout the State
there are informers who collect information in their environ-
ment and send it back to the central nervous system–the
secret police.  Children are set to spy on their parents, wives
on their husbands, employees on employers, pastors on their
congregations, parishioners on their pastors.  Every group,
large or small, would have in its midst a number of inform-
ers.  None of these informers would know who the others
were.  If one informed and the others did not, those failing
to report would automatically be discovered.  Thus a stream
of information from every segment of the community flows
back to the central authority.

With such a system in existence, it is inevitable that a
revolt that has any organization whatsoever will be discov-
ered at birth and strangled in infancy.

In the days of the Czar, a thousand men armed with sticks
and stones were quite a formidable force.  If revolution broke
out somewhere in Siberia, it took three months for the news
to reach Moscow and six months for troops to get there and
quell the uprising.  With modern means of communication,
however, the news is back in seconds, and an air force de-
tachment is there in minutes to deal with the trouble.  The
people are helpless against machine guns and bombs.   The
question is frequently asked: “Is it likely that the people of
Russia will revolt?”  Of course they will.  They have already
revolted a thousand times!  But the revolts are spasmodic and
unorganized, and they are wiped out almost casually.  Ten
miles away it is not even known that the revolt has taken place
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because of the power of the Communist dictatorship.
The steps by which the dictatorship of the proletariat was

established in China show the situation very clearly.  The Com-
munists came to power in China behind the seductive prom-
ises of land ownership and debt abolition.  Immediately after
seizing power, they kept these prom-
ises.  The landlords were wiped out
and their land was divided and given
to the peasants whose debts were si-
multaneously canceled.  For a brief
period happiness flooded the land.  The
peasants set to work to till the land
which was now theirs.

Meanwhile, the Communists con-
solidated their power in anticipation of
the day when they could take away the
land from the peasants.  They knew
that when they did this, resistance
would develop, and that such resistance
would require leadership.  They sur-
veyed the community to discover those with potentials of lead-
ership.  If these people were not subject to Communist disci-
pline, they were arrested on some pretext or another and de-
stroyed.

The Communists set about to disarm the people com-
pletely.  Great rewards were given to those who could tell
where weapons were hidden, and the rush to deliver con-
cealed weapons began.  They introduced a system of univer-
sal espionage in which everyone spied on everyone else.  This
had special reference to the children who were encouraged
to spy and report on their own parents.

They stopped freedom of movement and introduced in-
ternal passports.  No one could travel from village to village
without official permission.  Upon arriving at the village, the
visitor was not free to go and stay with friends, but had to stay
at an inn set aside by the Communists and closely scrutinized
by them.  They stopped freedom of association.  No group
could gather except under official Communist sponsorship and
control.

Every individual was compelled to write or give a life
confession detailing all the crimes committed throughout his
entire life and naming all other persons implicated in these
crimes.  This provided the Communist government with a vast
hoard of information to be used against any individual as they
desired.

A major assault was made on the child mind.  They were
filled with pride.  Their affections were turned from their par-
ents towards the State.  They were given guns and appointed
sentries with orders to challenge and, if necessary, to shoot

adults.  The school children would be marched out and given
the task of searching all shops in an area for weapons and
currency, and of accosting and searching all adults in the area.

Finally there came the day of the mass trials and execu-
tions.  A band would march through the streets of the city.
Behind the band a group of prisoners would march with hands

bound behind their backs.  Into the
bonds of each prisoner a stick would
be struck with a placard on top tell-
ing the crimes of which he was alleg-
edly guilty.  Behind the prisoners the
school children would march to ob-
serve the execution.  Then came the
general populace.  Mothers were
compelled to take their babies in arms
to observe the hideous spectacle.
Eye witness reports abound concern-
ing these things.  Multitudes of mis-
sionaries of impeccable character tes-
tify that these things really happened.

Harvest day arrived and the
peasants who had been so thrilled to

become owners of their land were now forbidden to thresh
their own grain except in the presence of an armed soldier.

When the harvest was reaped, the government took far
more than the landlords had ever taken.

At this point hatred of Communism was the dominant
emotion amongst the people, but they were so leaderless, so
weaponless, so immobilized, so disassociated, so spied upon
and so cowed that organized revolt appeared unattainable.
The Communists had imposed their total tyranny.

The period of peasant land ownership was brief indeed.
Soon came the period of collective farms and then the great
communes which have attacked the very fabric of the Chi-
nese nation, the Chinese family and the character of the Chi-
nese people.  No Chinese individual now owns one acre of
ground.  He had been betrayed to a new serfdom more ter-
rible than that of the past, a serfdom in which he is the helpless
slave of the gargantuan Communist State.

The dictatorship becomes ever more intense.  The pow-
ers in the hands of the top few become greater and greater
until finally there emerges the man of all power, the Joseph
Stalin, who sits in the seat of the mighty while millions of slaves
rush to and fro to do his bidding.  Such is the reign of brutality,
violence and tyranny which inevitably comes behind the beau-
tiful promise with which Communism deceived its way to
power.  Only knowledge can enable us to stand against the
intermediate seductive phase of limitless deception practiced
by those whom J. Edgar Hoover defines as “Masters of De-
ceit.”

The Communists
came to power in
China behind the

seductive promises
of land ownership
and debt abolition.
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The Bourgeois vs. the
Proletariat
By Paul Craig Roberts

Few Americans realize it, but the Democratic Party ad-
heres to the basic premise of Marxist political parties.  The
defining characteristic of a Marxist party is class warfare.  The
demonized class is “the rich,” whether the rich are capitalists,
pharmaceutical companies, oil companies, California, Califor-
nia utility companies or upper income taxpayers.  Like Marx-
ists, Democrats frame policy issues in terms of “the rich” vs. the
“little guy.”  Sometimes the “little guy” is a powerful environ-
mental organization like the Sierra Club, which can lock up
millions of square miles in a single stroke of a president’s pen.
At other times the “little guy” is the American Association of
Retired Persons, a powerful lobby group that blocks necessary
Social Security reforms in the name of the elderly.

The odd feature of class warfare is that the little guy, who
is portrayed as being crushed under the heel of wealth, usu-
ally wins.  The “little guy” is a propagandistic distraction that
conceals the real power.

For example, in California right now the “little guy” is
electricity consumers; “the rich” are the utility companies.
Environmentalists succeeded in forcing California utilities to
generate electricity by burning clean natural gas.  Environ-
mentalists also succeeded in obstructing natural gas explora-
tion and pipeline construction.  Throw in an especially cold
winter, which drives up the price of natural gas, and California
regulations, which hold down the price that utilities can charge
consumers for electricity.

You don’t have to be an economist to know that this is a
formula for bankrupting California’s utility companies.  How-
ever, polls show 54 percent of Californians believe their state’s
utility crisis is phony, merely a ploy for the utility companies to
raise the price of electricity.

This total disconnect from reality is the result of many
decades of class warfare.  The disconnect is in every policy
arena and can be seen most clearly in tax policy.

Bill Clinton, Al Gore and a jillion professors and media
pundits claim President Bush’s plan to cut tax rates is unfair.
“It would give the ‘people’s surplus’ to the rich” is the oft-
repeated refrain.

The fact of the matter is that 54 percent of the surplus
belongs to the top 5 percent of taxpayers (those with incomes
above $114,729) who pay 54 percent of the income tax rev-
enues (see Special Report, Tax Foundation, November 2000).
To be fair, Mr. Bush’s tax cut must hand the surplus revenues
back to the people whose tax payments created the surplus.

Fairness requires 54 percent of the tax cut to go to 5 percent
of the taxpayers.

Not even Republicans will be this fair.  The rich will get
back far less of the surplus than they paid in, and the poor will
get far more.  Despite this fact, Democrats will demonize the
rich even though Mr. Bush’s tax plan will shift more of the
burden to their shoulders.

The Democrats’ class warfare has been so successful
that it rules Republican tax policy.  The Bush plan will cut tax
rates more in the lower brackets than in the higher, thus rais-
ing the relative share of the tax burden paid by the rich.

It is unlikely that you will ever hear this fact from the
New York Times, The Washington Post, CNN or the tele-
vision networks.  But you will hear much class warfare rheto-
ric.  That’s the Marxist way.

In the United States, investors in general and especially
the rich are forced to pay tax rates far higher than the statu-
tory maximum.  The top income tax rate is approximately 40
percent, but on April 15 rich people with investments in eq-
uity mutual funds and investment partnerships will pay a far
higher rate.

This is happening because of tax laws and the way the
stock market behaved last year.  The first couple of months
stock prices rose considerably; then they declined, ending the
year below their beginning values.

Anticipating a decline, fund managers sold stocks that
had appreciated in order to realize the gain before it evapo-
rated.  The IRS requires that gains realized by mutual funds
be apportioned to fund holders for tax reasons even though
the gains were more than wiped out for the fund holders by
the general decline in the overall value of the mutual fund.

In other words, investors are taxed on phantom income.
Two examples: I know a teenager saving for college.  He
began the year with $9,210 in his mutual fund and ended the
year with $7,928, a loss of $1,282.  Despite this loss of 14
percent, he must report short-term capital gains income of
$690 with a tax liability of $103.50, because the fund sold
some appreciated stocks prior to the market decline.

Now consider the case of a rich man with 1,000 times
more money than the teenager.  He starts the year with
$9,210,000 and ends with $7,928,000–a loss of $1,282,000.
Yet, he had $690,000 in phantom capital gains and owes
$276,000 in taxes.

A fair tax system would tax the investor on gains only
when he actually realizes gains by withdrawing from the fund
or exiting from the equity partnership.  But a fair tax system is
precluded by the ignorance and animosity that class warfare
generates.  Not even Republicans can escape from Karl Marx’s
influence.

The Washington Times, January 26, 2001, P. A17
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CLOSE-UP
Frederick Engels (1820-1895)

As a young man, Frederick Engels came in contact with a radical group known as the Young Hegelians and
became enchanted with their ideas, especially the materialist philosophy of Ludwig Feuerbach. Engels readily adopted
this materialistic outlook, which caused him to be sympathetic toward another young radical, Karl Marx, and in
1844 they began a lifelong friendship. This friendship gave rise to Marxism, one of the twentieth century’s most
dominant worldviews. Oddly enough, the vital role that Engels played in co-founding Marxism is often overlooked.
Marx, looming larger than life, seems to overshadow Engels’ contributions. But the fact remains: Marxism would not
have gained the ascendency of a dominant worldview without Engels. Not only did he co-write the Communist
Manifesto with Marx, but he also edited and coordinated volumes 2 and 3 of Das Kapital. Further, his own works,
such as Anti-Duhring, Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, and Dialectics of Nature, vastly influenced the fledg-
ling theory of Marxism. Perhaps Engels’ most significant contribution to Marxism, however, came from his pocket-
book. Because Marx chose not to work and his writings never provided a substantial income, his family would have
been constantly penniless, were it not for the financial support provided by Engels. Ironically, the support for these
two champions of the proletariat was provided by a bourgeois enterprise—namely, Engels’ father’s textile business.
From 1869 until their deaths, Engels and Marx developed Marxist theory while living off the proceeds of that
business.

Founded in 1953, the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, under the leadership of Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, has been
publishing a monthly newsletter since 1960. The Schwarz Report is edited by Dr. David A. Noebel and Dr. Michael
Bauman with the assistance of Dr. Ronald H. Nash.  The Crusade’s address is PO Box 129, Manitou Springs, CO
80829. Our  telephone number is (719) 685-9043. All correspondence and tax-deductible gifts (the Crusade is a
501(c)3 tax-exempt organization) may be sent to this address. Permission to reproduce materials from this Report is
granted provided our name and address are given.  Check out our updated website at www.schwarzreport.org.

Russians Pick Lenin

Russians made Communist leader Vladimir Lenin their
top choice as the nation’s “man of the century,” followed by
dictator Josef Stalin, the Interfax news agency reported yes-
terday.

The poll asked 1,500 persons across Russia to name a
choice without offering any suggestions.

After the Soviet leaders, human rights advocate and
Nobel Prize winner Andrei Sakharov came in third, Interfax
said.  The first man in space, Yuri Gagarin, took fourth place,
and Soviet reformer Mikhail Gorbachev was fifth, followed
by actors and politicians from Russia’s past.

Lenin won the most support, with 14 percent of re-
spondents calling him the most important man of the 20th

century, showing that many older Russians still revere him.
Lenin’s lasting popularity among the older generation also

has been explained by years of Soviet propaganda, which
lionized him.

Stalin received support from 9 percent of respondents
despite a consensus among most Russians that he was a cruel
dictator responsible for the deaths of millions in arbitrary ex-
ecutions and forced labor camps.  Stalin is still respected by a
small group of Russians.

Mr. Sakharov, a renowned nuclear physicist who drew
attention to the cruelty of the Soviet system and became a
symbol of his country’s quest to shake off the legacy of com-
munism, received support from 8 percent of respondents.

The Public Opinion Foundation polling agency conducted
the survey December 16.

The Washington Times, December 27, 2001, P. 1
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Science plays a crucial role in the Marxist theory of
knowledge. “The fundamental characteristic of materialism,”
says Lenin, “arises from the objectivity of science, from the
recognition of objective reality, reflected by science.”  Lead-
ing Soviet philosophers, in The Fundamentals of
Marxist-Leninist Philosophy, state,

“It was the discovery of the law of the conservation of
energy, of the unitary cellular structure of all living organisms,
and Darwin’s theory of the evolution of biological species that
provided the foundation on which Marx and Engels built dia-
lectical materialism.”

These philosophers go on to describe science as the ba-
sis of all fact and religion as the basis of all fantasy: “All knowl-
edge, including scientific knowledge, is regarded by Marxism
as reflection of nature and social existence. . . . Religion gives
a fantasy reflection of reality, whereas science, taken as a
whole, provides a true reflection of nature and society. . . .
Religion is hostile to reason, whereas science is the highest
achievement of human reason, the embodiment of its strength
and effectiveness.”

Like Humanism, Marxist epistemology professes faith in
science and just as much faith that all religious claims are untrue.
This faith in science as a virtually infallible source of all knowl-
edge results from Marxism’s ideas about reality. Writes Lenin,
“Perceptions give us correct impressions of things.—We di-
rectly know objects themselves.”  These objects, of course,
are strictly material: “Matter is . . . the objective reality given to
man in his sensations, a reality which is copied, photographed,
and reflected by our sensations.”  Of course, since something
supernatural is not an objective, materialist reality, according to
Marxism, then we have no means of perceiving it and, there-
fore, no means of obtaining knowledge about it.

For this reason, Marxists deny the supernatural. They dis-
tinguish between knowledge and what they term true belief in
an attempt to allow for scientific speculation while ignoring specu-
lation about God: “What we call ‘knowledge’ must also be
distinguished from ‘true belief.’ If, for example, there is life on
Mars, the belief that there is life on Mars is true belief. But at the
same time we certainly, as yet, know nothing of the matter. True
belief only becomes knowledge when backed by some kind of
investigation and evidence. Some of our beliefs may be true
and others false, but we only start getting to know which are
true and which are false when we undertake forms of system-
atic investigation. . . . For nothing can count as ‘knowledge’
except in so far as it has been properly tested.”  Therefore, we
can never know belief in the supernatural to be “true belief,”
because it can never be properly (i.e., empirically, scientifically)
tested. Only speculations about the material can ever be found
to be true beliefs, since only they can be investigated systemati-

cally. Knowledge can apply only to the material world.
Marxists, however, rely on more than science and gen-

eral perception for their epistemology. They believe that prac-
tice, that is, testing knowledge throughout history, is a valu-
able aid to gaining knowledge as well. “Marxism has solved
the problem of the criterion of truth by showing that it lies
ultimately in the activity which is the basis of knowledge, that
is, in social historical practice.”  In other words, Marxists be-
lieve that we can test knowledge by applying it to our lives
and to society and that this application will eventually deter-
mine the truth or falsity of that knowledge. Therefore, by ex-
amining history, we can determine better which knowledge is
correct and which is not.

This does not make Marxist epistemology unscientific,
according to Cornforth; rather, it heightens its scientific stat-
ure: “Dialectical materialism, the philosophy adopted by Marx-
ist parties, is a truly scientific world outlook. For it is based on
considering things as they are, without arbitrary, preconceived
assumptions (idealist fantasies); it insists that our conceptions
of things must be based on actual investigation and experi-
ence, and must be constantly tested and re-tested in the light
of practice and further experience.”  That is, testing knowl-
edge through practice is simply an extension of the scientific
nature of Marxist epistemology.

The power of using practice to test knowledge is espoused
by every Marxist philosopher. M. N. Rutkevich states simply,
“Practice is the foundation of the entire knowing-process, from
beginning to end.”  And when practice is used scientifically, there
is nothing that Marxist philosophy cannot know about the ma-
terial universe. “Marxist dialectical materialism proceeds from
the fact that the world of nature, proved by experience and
practice, is valid knowledge having the significance of objective
truths; that there are no unknowable things in the world, but
rather only things not yet known which will be revealed and
known through the power of science and practice.”  Of course,
this circular argument depends on a materialist assumption: there
are no unknowable things because everything is material and
therefore testable. How do we know? By empirical testing,
which we know is the only valid way of knowing because only
matter is real.

Marxist epistemology is inextricably tied to the Marxist
dialectic. In fact, it is virtually impossible to separate Marxist
materialism, dialectics, and epistemology. This is true largely
because Marxists claim that dialectics operates in the place of
metaphysics in their philosophy and makes metaphysics and
epistemology even more interdependent.

Adapted from Dr. Noebel’s work Understanding the Times:  The
Religious Worldviews of Our Day and the Search for Truth.  For
those interested in studying further in this area, you may order
the book from the Bookshelf found on Page 8.
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