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And do not participate in
the unfruitful deeds of dark-
ness, but instead expose
them. Ephesians5:1

January 2001

Thelmportanceof History and Tradition
by Dr. Michael Bauman

To suggest to modern peopl ethat they ought to consider or to contempl atethe past
anditstowering figures, aswell asthetraditional valuesthosegreat personsespoused, is
unpopular and unwelcomeadvice. Contemporary Americanssay that appealingtothe
great figuresand great ideas of history isundemocratic and that it binds usto the dead
hand of the past.

Not so.

If the modernistsand post-moderni ststhought about tradition carefully evenfor a
moment, they would seethat tradition isreally democracy expanded, not democracy
denied. They would seethat theapped to tradition and to thewisdom of theagessmply
grantsavoice and avoteto thelong dead, to those great men and women who madethe
world weenjoy, tothosewhose piercing intellect, courageous self-sacrificeand towering
faith have earned themtheright to be heard.

To put the shoe momentarily on the other foot, not tolisten to tradition, not tolearn
from our ancestors, not to drink deeply from thewel of enduring and hard-won wisdom
isitsalf undemocratic becauseit blindly and foolishly limitsthe debate on all important
issues to those people who happen to be walking about on earth at the moment—a
strange qudification for whether or not one ought to be heard, or for determining whether
or not one has any authentic political prudenceto bring to theissuesthat so severely
burdenus. After all, theissuesthat now concern us, and the argumentswe now argue,
haveall been argued before. Consequently, wedo ourselvesand our prosterity asingu-
lar disserviceif weturn our backs on the wisdom of the ages and on those who discov-
eredit. By making that mistake, weforce oursalvesto re-invent thewhed of knowledge
unnecessarily, aproject of ignorance for which we pay an enormous pricein wasted
dollars, time, effort, andlives.

A prudent distrust of themodernist’ shistorically untutored theoriescarriesover into
adistrust of so-called experts. Our age, characterized asitisby achronologica snob-
bery that arrogantly dismissesthe great mindsand time-tested principles of the past,
turnsinstead to the specialists, to the experts—the demigodsto whom our culture bows
inignorant and idol atrous subjection.

Becauseof our contemporary disastefor thewaysof our ancestors, our history-starved
culturedoesnot redizethat itsexpertisn fetishitself isan age-old error, onetowhich Jesus
alluded many centuriesago when hetal ked about how thevery stonewhich the builders
rejected had been madethe cornerstone (Luke 20:17). Pleasenotice: thecornerstonese-
lected by God Almighty wasthevery soneregected by, of dl people, thebuildersthemselves,
theexperts—not thebutchers, thebakersor the candlestick mekers—thebuilders. Notice

continued on next page

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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thistoo: Thewords Jesusemploysin this passage comeini-
tially from the prophet | saiah several centuriesearlier, dem-
ongtrating even more graphically that the stupidity of theex-
pertisafact of long standing. Weignoreit at our peril.

Or, if you prefer amore modern reference, William F.
Buckley, Jr. once said that he' d rather

stand that, despitether pretensions, governments cannot sub-
stitute for families, for churches, for communities, or for
schools. If youignorethat truth, you begin to think that evil
lodges primarily intheworld and itsinstitutions, not inthe
human heart. You begin to concludethat thefailure of agov-
ernment to educateitscitizens, to providefor itspoor, to care

foritssick and aged, leadsto crime, and

that if you eliminatetheinequalitiesin

beruled by thefirst fifty namesinthe
Boston telephonedirectory than by the
entirefaculty of Harvard.

Given human depravity and human
ignorance, the path of highest wisdom
entails preservation of themoral, eco-
nomic and politica traditionsof our an-
cestors. You must not trust your future
to someonewho ignoresyour past. A
policy or law will not treat your grand-
childrenwell if it mistrustsor maligns
your grandparents. Never mistake
“modern” for “better.” Theold should
bediscarded slowly, if at all, because
“new” isnot necessarily thesameas*im-
proved.”

Inthe pursuit of wisegovernance,

Conservatism does
not oppose change,
only changesthat
underminethe
inherited principles
of wisdom that grew
up over decades, or
even centuries.

socid ingtitutionsand classesthat most
of the evil in the world is therefore
handled.

Butitisnot.

Political theory based on specula-
tionand meregood intention, rather than
on principleand experience, islikely to
fall becauseit lacksthe necessary his-
torical indicatorsrequired to establish
the pedigree and prudence of apolicy.
History and tradition teach usanumber
of important (and closely related) po-
litical lessons, most notably thet both law
and policy must befortified by history
and habit.

Untoward consequencesinevitably

we must not confuse the idea of
“change”’ with theideaof “improvement,” because not al
changes (perhapsvery few of them) are changesfor the bet-
ter. Most schemesfor large-scaleimprovement introduce as
many problemsasthey solve, aphenomenon wenow recog-
nizeas"the principleof unintended consequences.”

Reformisdifficult, andit requiresadelicatetouch. Most
persons, certainly most governments, lack that necessary deli-
catetouch. Because governmentslack that delicatetouch,
conservativesarethose personswho conservethe established
order against those who seek to undermineit or deformiit.
Thisdoesnot mean that conservatives oppose change. They
do not. It means that conservatives distinguish between
changesdirected at devel oping or perfecting that which al-
ready isfrom changesdesigned to transform that whichisinto
somethingitisnot. Conservatism doesnot oppose change,
only changesthat underminetheinherited principlesof wis-
dom that grew up over decades, or even centuries.

Slowly, over thelast two thousand years and more, we
have come better to understand what thingsarefor, to under-

result from public policiesthat are not
based upon observablereality and that havenoidentifiable,
objective, higtorica indicatorsfor their fundamental premises.
The study of history and tradition isin the truest sense an
education and training for political life. To makethe point
more persond: Imaginehow many mistakesyou would make
if you had no memory.

Wherethere are human beings, there are problems—
aways. Indeed, the human beingsthemselvesare oftenthe
problem. We have seen the enemy, and heisus. Human
natureisresistant toimprovement. But political liberalismis
undaunted by that fact. Indeed liberalismischaracterized not
only by itsbelief or confidencethat things can be changed for
thebetter, but also by itsing stencethat evenif we cannot be
perfected, weand our condition can bedramatically improved
by education, legidation, and dteration of environment. | take
that liberal confidenceto beadenid of the Christian doctrine
of human depravity andintractability, asif themain problem
wefaceishumanignorance, not human wickedness.

That assumptionisdramatically unbiblical.

Founded in 1953, the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, under the leadership of Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, has been publishing amonthly
newsl etter since 1960. The Schwarz Report isedited by Dr. David A. Noebel and Dr. Michaegl Bauman with the assistance of Dr. Ronald
H. Nash. The Crusade'saddressis PO Box 129, Manitou Springs, CO 80829. Our telephone number is(719) 685-9043. All correspon-
dence and tax-deductibl e gifts (the Crusade is a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt organi zation) may be sent to this address. Permission to reproduce
materiasfrom this Report isgranted provided our nameand addressaregiven. Check out our updated websiteat www.schwar zreport.or g.
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Successful Techniquesfor

Seizing Power
by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz

The communist attempt to seize
power through labor union control has

andtheMensheviks, theformer being under theleadership of
Lenin. Ashasbeenrelated, the Bolsheviksbecamethe Com-
muniss.

Finally, therewere variousindependent revol utionary
groups, aswel| asindividua swho owed dlegianceto no party
but were devoteesof violent revol utionary action.

Thesevarious parties set to work,

not yet achieved completevictory for
the Communistinany country. Inthose
countrieswherethey have established
their rule, the means employed have
been quitedifferent. Themethodsby
whichthey achieved power in Russia,
China, and Czechod ovakiamerit spe-

Bolshevism thus
cameto power with
atiny minority of
the people, but they

organized, and published their newspa-
pers. They participated in common or-
ganizationsknown asthe soviets. The
sovietswere bornin the 1905 Russian
revolutionwhen the historic technique of
the mass strike had been tried and had
failed. The soviets were committees
formed in strategic areasto direct the

cia study. In each casethey seized . . strike and the revolution. They were
power utilizing deception, established established their called soviets of workers, sold(insand
themselveshby violence, and maintained terror, and Lenin peasants deputies. Their delegateswere
their dictatorship by totally endaving b h elected from the proletariat working in
helplesspeople. ecamethe thefactories, fromthe peasantry and from
RUSSIA ruthlesslord and the ranks of the common soldiersand

Revolution brokeoutin Russiain
February, 1917. The Czar wasover-
thrown, and arepublican order wases-

master of Russia.

salors. They began ascompletely unof-
ficial bodies. The soviets were re-
formed in the days of the Russian Re-

tablished. Thedeclaration of apoliti-
cal amnesty brought into the openthe
various Russan revolutionary parties. Thesepartieswerenu-
merous, and the degree of their revol utionary fervor and de-
votiontoviolencevaried considerably.

The most moderate of these partieswasthe Constitu-
tional Democratic Party known asthe Cadets. They favored
the establishment of aParliamentary Republic and changevia
thebalot.

A second wasthe historic Russian revol utionary party,
the Social Revolutionarieswhose program wasagrarian re-
formrather than industrial development. The Socid Revolu-
tionarieswere also called the populists because of their do-
gan, “tothepeople.” Desiringtoimprovethelot of the peas-
ants, young Russianintell ectual swent out to the peoplewith
their revolutionary message. They advocated land ownership
by the peasantsthemselves. They werenot aMarxist Party
and did not believethat Russiashould follow the pathway of
Capitdist development. Astheir nameindicates, they favored
radical action and were addicted toviolence. Lenin attacked
them frequently during hiscareer.

Theanarchistiswereanother sgnificant group. They were
addicted to violence, nation and sabotage, and had a
long revol utionary tradition and atotal contempt for govern-
mentd authority of every form.

TheMarxistsweredivided primarily into the Bolsheviks

public after the overthrow of the Czar.
The Mensheviksand the Social Revolutionarieswerewel
represented inthesesoviets. Thelatter weredividedintotwo
groups, Left and Right. The Bolshevikswereinasmall mi-
nority inthefirst half of 1917. Thedogan at thistimewas,
“All power tothe soviets,” but Lenin, filled with adesireto
seize complete power in Russiaand awarethat the soviets
werefar from being under Bolshevik control, wasonly half-
hearted in hissupport of thisd ogan.

Meanwhile, Russiawas staggering under the blows of
the1914-1918 war. Enormous|osses had been suffered on
their western front. The soldiers, short of necessary weap-
ons, were in amutinous mood, while at home, the people
were consumed by adesirefor peaceand for land. Lenin,
the dynamic Marxist who seized every opportunity to ad-
vance hiscause, devel oped aprogram which promised peace
andland. Everywhere heagitated for theend of thewar. He
urged the peasantsto throw down their arms, returnto their
homes, and seize thefields of their landlordswhich, hesaid,
wererightfully theirs. Thedogan, “ Peaceand land,” wasvery
popular.

In adopting such aprogram, Lenin had contravened all
the accepted standards of Marxist doctrine. Classical Marx-
ist doctrine had beenthat private ownership of land wasto be
replaced by collectiveownership. Lenin utterly reversed this

continued on next page
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policy by promising land to everybody. The other Marxist
partiesindignantly accused him of stedling theprogram of the
Socia Revolutionaries. Thisisexactly what he had done,
brazenly and shamelesdly. Leninwasadynamic Marxist, a
believer inthedialectic which, aswewill see, allowed him
completefreedom of action and policy. If hisgoal of power
should be achieved by doing the exact opposite of what he
had long advocated, then that iswhat he should do. The
basc doctrineof Marxism-Leninismis: Cometo power. The
Marxist-Leninist will promisewhatever isnecessary inorder
to achievethat end. Lenin, therefore, promised peace and
land. But thegift of land wasmerely thebait that covered the
barbed hook of Communist dictatorship. Itisinterestingto
noticein passing how Communist policy with regard to the
ownership of land varied intheyearsthat followed. In 1917,
Lenin gavetheland to the peasants, but confiscated the crops
whenthey wereharvested. Thedisgruntled farmerslost their
enthusiasm and the harvest diminished. Thegrain shortage
became seriousand adesperatefaminearose. 1n 1921, after
four yearsof power, the Communistswere on the verge of
being overthrown. To avert this, Leninmadeadramatic re-
versd inpolicy. Here-established Capitalism. Heintroduced
the New Economic Policy which allowed privatetradingin
grain. Many of the Communistsregarded thisasaconfesson
of utter defeat and someideological extremistscommitted
suicideonthedtreets. But Lenin, regardingthestuationinthe
light of thedialectic, saw it asatemporary withdrawal for
future advance.

During the period of theNew Economic Policy, thefarm
produceof Russaincreased, and thefood situation improved
greatly. The Communists, meanwhile, wereestablishing their
power in the cities. By 1928, Stalin, who had succeeded
Lenin, felt that they were strong enough to put their red pro-
graminto operation. Hethereforereversed the New Eco-
nomic Policy, and declared war on the peasants. The most
prosperous of the peasants, who were known as*“kulaks,”
werearrested, herded together, and deportedto Siberia. The
doganwas, “ Liquidation of thekulaksasaclass.” Thekulaks
werenot landlords. Thelandlordshad been annihilated in
1917-18. Thekulakswere peasantswho had farmed effi-
ciently and employed |abor ontheir farms.

Thekulaks' land was made the basis of the collective
farmsto which the middle and poor peasantswere urged to
contributetheir land and livestock. These peasants, how-
ever, resisted attemptsto makethem join the collectives, pre-
ferring towork their own land. When they wereforced to
join, many of them daughtered their animasand agreat fam-
ineroseintheland.

In 1931 Stalin decided to teach the peasantsafinal les-

son. Hetook all thewheat from the Ukraine and dumped it
downinWestern Europe, leaving the Ukrainiansto starve.
During that fearful winter of 1931, it isreported seven million
starved to death. Speaking at ameetingin California, | was
informed by ayoung woman who had been aschool childin
Kievinthe Ukraineat that timethat the gamethey had played
on the way to school was counting the dead bodiesin the
dreets. Inthismanner, Stainfulfilled Lenin’spolicy of giving
theland to the peasantslong enough to consolidate Commu-
nist power asapreludeto taking it from them to establish
collective ownership which had remained thereal objective
evenwhileland wasbeing distributed.

However, inmid 1917, all thiswasin thewomb of the
future. Thewar againgt Germany dragged on, and thestuation
in Russabecameworse. TheBolsheviksgainedinpopularity
throughther“ peaceandland’ program, and congtantly increased
thelr representationinthesovietsby meansof their magnificent
organization. InJduly, 1917, they organized arevolt, but it was
ilI-timed and unsuccessful, and Leninwasforcedintohiding. In
October of that year, however, the Bolshevikssecured asmall
mgjority inthe Petrograd Soviet. Lenindecided that the hour
of revolution had come, for they could now speak, not only in
thenameof the Communist Party, but inthe nameof thesoviet
which represented the entireworking class. Therevolution
was opposed by some of Lenin’s co-workers, particularly
Zinoviev and Kamenev, but Lenin'sdesresdominated, and the
revolutionwascdled by thesoviet. TheBolshevik-led revolu-
tionariesmarched onthe Czar’ swinter paaceand arrested the
provisiond government whichwasin power until thed ection of
acondtituent assembly, and whichincluded many Mensheviks
and Socid Revolutionariesinitsrank.

The Bolsheviksdid not have wide popular support. The
only group inthe soviet to stand by them at that timewasthe
left wing of the Socia Revolutionary Party. Bolshevismthus
cameto power with atiny minority of the people, but they
established their terror, and L enin becametheruthlesslord
and master of Russia.

Inall rural areas peasants’ committees were formed.
Thesewere composed largely of poor peasantsand crimina
elements. Somewere motivated by idealism, whileothers
weremotivated by hatred. Theseaggressive peasant bodies
becameakey tool of Lenin’sreign of terror. Heencouraged
themto seizetheland, kill thelandlordsand dividethe estates
among themselves. Frequently thelettersended thus: “Any-
onewho opposesthisisto be shot without mercy.”

Res stanceto the Communist regimedevelopedin every
areaof life. Thefirst group torevolt openly werethe anar-
chistswho were shot down mercilessy inthe streets. Fol-
lowing theanarchigts, the L eft Wing Socia Revolutionaries
revolted and met asmilar fate.
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Confronted with such problems at home, the new re-
gimewasfaced with the necessity of ending thewar against
Germany. When the Commander-in-Chief refused to obey
the Communist order tolay downarms, Leninand Staintele-
phoned hisdismissal and appointed aprivateasgenerd of the
army to concludethe surrender.

Leninreadizedthat to remainin power heneeded afear-
ful instrument of terror. The Czar had aways had asecret
policeforce caledthe Okrana. The Communiststook it over,
renamed it the Cheka, and refined and sharpened it into the
most fearful instrument of terror theworld hasever known.
Seeking for amanto head up thisorganization, Leninfounda
remarkable young Polish Bolshevik named Dzerinski. Born
of wedthy, aristocratic parents, Dzerinski had, asachild, for-
saken the comforts of hishome to dedicate himself to the
poor of the earth asarevolutionary organizer. Histeen-age
yearswerelargely spent in Polish prisonswhere hisrule of
conduct wasthat he, asthe most enlightened and advanced,
wasduty bound to performthemost menial tasks. Hethere-
foreinsisted on cleaning thelatrinesof the other prisonersas
an exampleof enlightenment and dedi cation. What better man
could Lenin havefound to serve as aselflessinstrument of
murder and extermination? Motivated by hisidedlistic dedi-
cation, Dzerinski becamethe organizer of thered terror, and
themaster murderer of moderntimes.

Thestory istold that one day asthe Bolshevik leaders
sat in conference, Lenin asked Dzerinski how many traitor-
ous Social Revolutionariesthey heldin prison at that time.
Dzerinski replied that therewereabout fifteen hundred, where-
upon Leninasked for thelist so that he might seewhichwere
oldfriendsand supporters. Having readthelist, Leninmarked
the corner of the sheet with atiny cross. Dzerinski took the
sheet, noted the cross, looked at Lenin, and quietly |eft the
room. Thefollowing day heinformed L eninthat thefifteen
hundred had been executed. Thecrosswhich Leninhad made
to show that he had read the paper had been interpreted as
anorder for the execution of fifteen hundred people. Lenin
had merely intended to indi cate that he had read the docu-
ment. Onthemisinterpretation of adoodleof Lenin’spencil,
fifteen hundred peoplewent to their death.

Communist power in Russiawas consolidated by limit-
less, pitilessviolence. Leninhad said, “What doesit matter if
threequartersof theworld perish provided theremaining quar-
terisCommunist!” Any act of terror wasjudtified if it assured
continuing Communist control. Group by group, the oppos-
ing forceswereliquidated until at | ast the impossiblewas
achieved and the Communist Party held Russiain total en-
davement. When the Communist monster had devoured all
other revolutionary groupsit turned and destroyed most of its
OwWn creators.

Romer stein Documents
Soviet Espionagein U.S.

by Jennifer G. Hickey

With the demise of the Soviet Union, communismfell
into the dustbin of history and many Americansbelieved the
chapter on U.S.-Soviet relationswasclosed. Infact, theend
of the Cold War required therewriting of thehistory booksas
long-secret fileswere opened to expose theintensity of Cold
War disinformation. In 1995 new light wasshed ontheinflu-
enceand extent of Soviet espionagewiththerevelation of the
Venonadocuments.

InFebruary 1943, theU.S. Army Signd Intelligence Ser-
vice began aprogram, code-named “Venona,” to break the
Soviets code and monitor intercepted communications. In
his new book coauthored by Eric Breindel, The Vienona Se-
crets, Herbert Romerstein detail sthe previoudy unknownin-
fluence and pervasive network of Soviet espionageduring the
20" century. Nowriter now living isbetter equipped for the
job.

Hereisconclusive evidence confirming that J. Robert
Oppenheimer gave M oscow U.S. atomic secrets, aslong con-
tended by the Manhattan Project’sMedford Evans, and vali-
dating the controversia revelationsin the 1940s of former
Soviet agentsWhittaker Chambersand Elizabeth Bentley. And
muchmore.

Insight: Whenever theissue of Communist Party activ-
ity inthe United Statesisraised, most Americansare condi-
tioned to think of [former senator] Joe McCarthy and his
Senate hearings. Do we now know what the scope of Soviet
influencewasin the United Statesduring this period?

Herbert Romerstein: Well, to start, you should know
that the McCarthy period lasted just oneyear. ButtheU.S.
government had believed for many yearsthat the membersof
the Communist Party were totally dedicated to the Soviet
Union, so anyone chosen for government work was supposed
to bechecked out. And, asit develops, for good reason: We
learned going through the Venonatraffic, and when my wife
and | went to the M oscow, Berlin and Prague archives, that
amost every member of the Communist Party wasaspy for
the Soviet Union.

Many of them, of course, were activewithintheU.S.
government. Weknow about Alger Hissand Juliusand Ethel
Rosenburg, but there were many others, and sometimes at
highlevels. For instance, Harry Hopkins, friend and White
House assi stant to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, wasa Soviet

.
continued on next page
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Insight: Thehistory of communist activity intheUnited
Statesfocusesprimarily onthe 1950sand theimmediate post-
war era. Isthisthewholestory?

HR: No, indeed. You haveto go back to the 1920sfor
thefirgt investigationsinto their movements.

Aswar approached, therewasagroup called the Ameri-
can Peace M ohilizationwhich actively wasopposing any kind
of U.S. support for the British during the Ribbentrop alliance
between Adolf Hitler and Josef Stalin signedin August 1939
andright uptotheNazi invasonof Russainune1941. Before
that, asthe Nazisand the communistshad fought it out in the
German streetsand then through surrogatesin Spain, thecom-
radeshad been antifascist and took inal ot of educated Ameri-
cansandintellectuals. Thesewereregarded by the commu-
nistsas peoplewho could be sent into government and used
for espionage.

During the alliance period, many who had joined the
[Communigt] Party for anti-Nazi reesonshad becomeso brain-
washed that they dedicated themsel vesto whatever the So-
viet Union wanted—even Stalin’s pact with Hitler. For two
yearsduring that period they maintained that Britishimperial-
iIsmwasthe problem and that Roosevelt wasjust animperia-
ist who wanted to get the U.S. into war. But when Hitler
invaded the Soviet Union, the antifascism reemerged.

Soviet records confirm that the communistswerevery,
very active in the atom bomb program, about which they
learned early. Infact, therecords show that Stalin knew of
the bomb project before Truman.

Ironically, therecords confirm that many of the nations
that are problemsfor usnow weretrained to hate Americaby
the Soviets. Even Irag, which hardly isacommunist country,
haditsintelligence servicetrained by the KGB and received
military support fromthe U.S.SR.

Insght: GusHall, thelongtimeleader of the Communist
party USA, diedin October. Istheparty itself dead? And, if
not, what remainsof it?

HR: The American Communist Party’sfutureisbehind
it. Accordingtothe KGB therewereat itsheight about 12,000
nomina members, but the true number was morelike4,000.
Today, thereare certainly lessthan 1,000, if that, with many
of them on Social Security.

Insight: Many of the agentsearlier inthiscentury were
ideologically drawn to the Soviet Union, whileother spies,
such as Aldrich Ames, since have been attracted for mon-
etary or other nonideol ogical reasons. What effect doesa
spy’smotivation haveon theability to catch him?

HR: Thereareanumber of effects, some negativeand
some positive. Mercenariesdo not usualy work with others
or inanetwork—which makesthem moredifficult totrack. In

the case of the John Walker spy ring, for example, whichwas
amog dl family, onceonewasarrested therest quickly turned
intheothers. Butideologueswill doamost anythingto pro-
tect their comrades. Just look at Juliusand Ethel Rosenburg,
whowent to their deathsrather than revea what they knew of
the truth about the network of Soviet atom spiesthat evi-
dence now shows reached all the way up to Robert
Oppenheimer and hiswife, Kitty.

I nsght: What role do espionage and counterintelligence
play inthelarge national-security field today?

HR: Espionageremainsimportant, but remember that it
hastwofaces. Thereistheonesdewhichissmply obtaining
information some government feelsit needsfromus. Then
thereistheother sdeof thecoin, whichinvolvesganinginflu-
ence. Thisistheeement of spyinginwhichthepointisto put
information or disinformation into the pressor the govern-
ment asameansof influencing U.S. public opinion or policy.
We seethiswith the Chinese, who haveinfiltrated our politi-
cal system to promotethe sale of our dual-usetechnologies.

When it comesto technical secrets, if wearewillingto
let our guard down it doesn’t matter what the FBI does be-
cause America sadversariesare going to get them. Asfor
disinformation and influencing the public, itisinteresting to
see how adversaries operate. | spent six yearsat the U.S.
Information Agency. Oneday | wascalled by aWashington
Post reporter who told me he had received aletter from me.
| said, “Oh, redlly.” When| saw theletter, therewere several
[markers] that proved it wasaforgery. What cameout of itin
theend wasagreat story about Soviet espionage.

I nsight: There have been anumber of casesof spyingin
recent years, the most prominent being the case of the Chi-
nesedlegedly sedingal thenuclear secretsfromLosAlamos
National Laboratory. What difference, if anything, doesit
maketo have aRepublicaninthe White House?

HR: I don’'tthink you arelikely to have the samekind of
corruptioninaBush adminigrationasyou havehadintheClinton
administration or would havein aGoreadministration. With
that said, | think thereare somein the GOP and even onthe
Bush team who havesomeillusionsabout the Chinese.

Insight: As more books are written and more docu-
mentsarerel eased into the public square, do you think there
will beamove away from thelongtimeromanticizing of the
Americancommunigs?

HR: Weare seeing achangein some partsof academia.
Atonetimeit waspoalitically incorrect to say Alger Hisswas
acommunist, for instance, but the evidence now hasbecome
overwhelming. There are some academicsand otherswho
never will learn, but it now ismuch harder for themto pro-
motethat idea.

Insight, November 27, 2000, p. 37-38
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Patriarch with aK GB Past?

By Arnold Beichman

Russiamay have shut down accessto Soviet archives
but apparently thereare till placeswherethosearchivesare
to befound, examined and made public. Oneof theseplaces
isEstonia, aonetime Soviet statefor ahaf-century.

InAugust 1994, Russaremoveditslast remaining occu-
pying troopsand tanksfrom Estonia. What apparently Rus-
siadidn’t removewerethe KGB archives. AndaKGB file
that hasjust been made public dlegedly reved sthat the present
head of the Russian Orthodox Church, 70-year-old, white-
bearded Patriarch Alexiy 11 of Moscow and of all Russia,
wasa"“long-serving KGB agent and was even awarded the
agency’s’ Certificate of Honor.” ”

Thereport comesfrom the Keston Ingtitute, an Anglican
religiousrightsorganization, located in Oxford, England, and
was published in the Irish Times on Sept. 23. Onereason
why the report appeared in an Irish daily isthat Patriarch
Alexiy Il has adamantly opposed any visits by Pope John
Paul |1 to the Russian Federation, aposition supported by
Russian President Putin. No reigning pope hasvisited Mos-
cow since the Great Schism of 1054 split the eastern and
western branchesof Chrigtianity.

The KGB papersdescribethe alleged activities of Pa-
triarch Alexiy’sactions against orthodox clergy and believ-
ers. HisKGB code-namewas*” Agent Drozdov,” Russian
for thebird thrush. According tothearchives, hewasre-
cruited by the Estonian branch of the KGB on Feb. 28,
1958, when hewas known as Father Alexiy Ridiger. Al-
though born in then independent Estoniabefore World War
I1, Patriarch Alexiy isan ethnic Russian. He served asan
orthodox priest until he was seconded to M oscow during
the Gorbachev era

Patriarch Alexiy has been astrong supporter of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, himself aK GB agent for 15years. The
churchman haspublicly defended Mr. Putin’sconduct of the
war in Chechnyaand hismuch criticized behavior inthe after-
math of the sinking of the nuclear submarine Kursk.

Despite earlier denia sby achurch spokesman, Father
Vsevold Chaplin, theK eston Ingtitute, which pressesfor reli-
giousfreedomintheformer communist bloc, saidit had “re-
viewed dl theavailable documentary evidencefromthevari-
ousarchivesof theKGB.” Itsconclusion: “Drozdov” and
Petriarch Alexiy werethe sameindividua sincethe personal
detailsgiveninthearchive match those of no other priest of
the Estonian diocese.

Thereisnothing new intherdationship betweentheRus-
sian Orthodox Church and the czarist and Bolshevik regimes.
Richard Pipes, theHarvard historian, haswritten that “ since
thetime of Peter the Great, the Russian Orthodox Church
wasto an extreme degree dependent on the state... Theclergy
were duty-bound to report to the police any information of
conspiraciesagainst the emperor or the government, includ-
ing that obtained during confession. They also had to de-
nounce the appearance of suspiciousstrangersintheir par-
ishes”

Although the church had been persecuted under V.. Lenin
and Josef Stalin, World War 11 forced areconciliation. Stalin
met with high church officials Sept. 4, 1943, and adeal was
made. High clergy were placed onthe samefooting ashigh
state and party officials. Churchmenwereamongthefirstto
receive decorationsafter thewar.

AccordingtothehistoriansMikhail Heller and Alexander
Nekrich, the church became* an activedly of the Soviet gov-
ernment” in July 1926 following the arrest of Metropolitan
Sergii asthe Patriarch. On hisreleasein March 1927, he
published adeclaration of submissionto the Bolshevik re-
gme

Control over the church took theform of control over
the clergy, from the patriarch to the humblest lay brother.
Admissiontothethree seminariesand church academieswere
drictly controlled. Each candidate was sl ected by local com-
mitteesof theKGB. Seminarieshadtolistentolecturessuch
as"Lenin’s Teachingson Communist Morality and the Fun-
damenta Principlesof Mord Education.”

The documentsabout Patriarch Alexiy in the Estonian
State Archive are signed by the KGB chairman, Col. I.P.
Karpov. Inonememorandum, hedescribes” Agent Drozdov”
asproviding“valuable materia for the case underway against
the priest Povedsky.” Headded:

“ After consolidating the agent’ sexperiencein practical
work with the organs of state security in the cultivation of
agents, weintend a soto usehimin our interestsby sending
himto capitalist statesasamember of church delegations.”

KGB papersinthe Moscow archive show “Drozdov”
was sent to England in 1969 as part of achurch delegation,
that heand another agent wereinvolvedin* educationa work”
with monksin Psko in Western Russiain March 1983 and
that hewas sent onamission to Portugal in 1985.
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