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TheTheology Behind Good Gover nment:
Human Depravity

by Michael Bauman

G. K. Chesterton once observed that we are arace of inveterate worshippers.
Simply because we ceaseto believein God does not mean that we beginto believein
nothing. Rather, webeginto believeinanything, however vapid, foolish or evil it might
be. Consequently, every nation, age and peoplegetsthegod it desiresand deserves—
thegod of itsown making.

Human existence, in other words, isnever agod-freezone. Thevacuum left by the
exile of God doesnot long remainavacuum. Inasecularized, post-Christian agelike
our own, that vacuum isfilled by science and by the state, upon the shoulders of which
we seem too eager to drape the mantle of omnicompetence. The bloody ragsand the
scented grave clothes of the dying and rising Savior have been replaced by thelab coat
and thethree-piece-uit; the Sermon on the M ount by scientific experimentation and by
the seven-second political sound bite. And if ideas have consequences, so aso do
deities, all but one of which make horrible and gruesometaskmasters. Theravagesof
scientism and statism surround us on all sides. Whenever the twin gods of our age
converge, asthey didinthe death campsof the Third Reich and inthe gulags of Commu-
nism, theevil consequencesare beyond telling, beyond imagination.

But that horriblefact seemsrarely to have been adequately perceived or under-
stood, especidly today. Our ageisnoted not only for itsscientism and statism, but also
foritsgullibility and myopia. Consequently, despitetheir dismal and oppressiverecord,
the gods of our age are not in danger of being overthrown even now, though almost
nothing could do usmore unmitigated good than their banishment. Our age needsdes-
perately to hear thetruth about itsgods— and about God. Our duty asChristiansisto
make God known, and to explain asclearly and compellingly aswe can thedifference
God makesin every arenaof human enterprise or endeavor, including politics. There-
fore, inour post-modern, post-Christian culture, which deniesthe very existence of
truth, we must not be content merely to gain ahearing, not merely to haveaplaceat the
table— by nomeans. Christ ownsthetable. Christisnot onegod among many: Heis
the onetrue God, the King of King and the Lord of Lords.

Your task, if you areaChristian, isto bring every thought captiveto hislordship, as
uncomfortable asthat might makeyou feel, or asunpopular asthat might makeyou
become. You must addressyourself convincingly to the marketplace, to the public
sguare, to the academy, tothelaboratory. For far too long the community of Christians
in Americahas been content to accept the cultural marginalization both of themselves
andtheirreigion.

continued on Page 4

Dwell on the past and you'll lose an eye; forget the past and you'll lose both eyes.” Old Russian Proverb
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TheLiberal’sDilemma
by Dr. Fred C. Schwarz

Motherhood isgathered initsbeauty andits purity, des-
perately concerned because of theincreaseinjuveniledelin-
guency dueto the prevaenceof organized viceinthedigtrict.
Sowidespreadisjuveniledeinquency becoming thet thevery
foundation of thefamily itself isin danger. Themothersare
determined that something must be doneto eliminate orga-
nizedvice.

It isdecided to form aCommittee of Maternal Purity.
Themesetingiscdled, and awoman of greet liberd outlook is
installed astemporary chairman. She callsfor nominations
fromthefloor for the position of permanent chairman of the
committee. To everybody’sastonishment, thenameof Ma-
dame Vice, madame of thelocal brothel, isnominated for the
position. Thechairmanlooksstartled, thensays, “1 hear the
name of Madame Vice nominated for the position of chair-
man of our Committeeof Maternal Purity. Doesanyonewish
to speak onthismotion.”

Anindignant voicecriesout, “But that'sridiculous She's
the cause of most of the trouble! She’'saprostitute and a
keeper of ahouse of prostitution.”

“Theseare seriouscharges,” thechairman say. “They
must be supported by unimpeachable evidence. Anybody
who canriseand say that they havefirst hand evidencethat
thiswoman hasindulged in these alleged practices, please
riseand speak.”

Nobody moves.

Thechairman says, “ Sincethereisno evidence, appar-
ently, to support these charges, I’ || ask thewoman herself.
Madame, areyou, asalleged, aprostitute and akeeper of a
houseof progtitution?’

Thefur cladfigureindignantly rises, “1 ain't going to an-
swer that question! You havenorighttoaskit! | ain’'t going
toincriminatemyself.”

“Yes,” saysthechairman, “that isyour privilege. Cer-
tainly noinference can betaken fromthat reply. Thereisno
evidenceto support these charges. From thewoman’sown
wordswe can get no indication of their truth or falsehood. |
have but onelast recourse. Hasthiswoman been indicted
and convicted inacourt of law?’

Silenceagain prevails, and thevoiceof libera learning,
rich and mellow, isheard. “1 accept the nomination of Ma
dame Vice asthe Chairman of the Committee of Maternal
Purity of thiscity.”

By the same process, it iseasy to conceivethe election
of Al Capone as Chairman of the Committeefor Public Se-
curity of the Chicago of 1920. Suchridiculoussituationsbe-

come possi blewhen aprovison of the Congtitution designed
solely to grant immunity fromlegal punishment isprojected
intotherealm of normd lifewhichinvolved privilegeandre-
sponsibility far removed fromlegal punishment. Thisisthe
error whichismadeby the pseudo-liberaswhofail to seethe
basic malignancy of Communism and thusbecomeazone of
protection behind which the Communist conspirators pursue
their evil schemes.

Surrounding the zone of pseudo-liberalsisthe zone of
dupes. Inthiszone are to be found the genuinely patriotic
American citizensfrom agreat variety of waksof life. They
have ssimply been deceived. Many solid citizensare aston-
ished when they discover thetrapinto whichthey havefdlen.

Consder the hypothetical caseof asuccessful business-
man whose name appears on thel etterhead of aCommunist
Front. Heiswhole-heartedly against Communismbutisalso
exceedingly busy. Hewished to help good causes and will
support them financialy and withtheuse of hisname. How-
ever, it must be remembered that he has many pressing de-
mands upon histime and he cannot attend meetingsor par-
ticipatein theday to day activitiesof the organization. That
task hemust leaveto others. Inthismanner, the Communists
have successfully utilized the money and the prestige of many
of their most fervent opponents.

Theessential purpose of the Communist Front must be
camouflaged with an alleged purpose of wide popular ap-
peal. The Communistsarevery well aware of what thetrue
objectiveis, while most of the Front membersseeonly the
camouflage. A permanent Communist objectiveisto shift
the balance of world military power infavor of Communist
military strength. Wherever they can weaken themilitary
strength of any free country, they help to achievethispur-
pose. One basic objective, then, isto weaken militarily all
those countries opposed to Communism. Obvioudly if that
real objectivewere proclaimed, it would not recruit many
peoplein those countries. An organization which had the
announced purpose of weakening Americamilitarily sothat
Communist conquest would be easier would rally few sup-
porters. Therefore there must be an announced objective
which will accomplish the same purpose, but which will
present itself in atotally different guise. One announced
purpose could be the preservation of peacein theface of
the possible horrors of athermo-nuclear war. Thisisthe
basisof thearray of unholy peace movements spawned by
Communism.

Communist personnd aredlotted to set up theorganiza-
tion of theFront. They enlist afew fellow travellersand to-
gether they decidethe precise nature of the organizationto be
formed. Thepurposesareclearly designated, thebasic ex-
ecutive officersare selected, mostly from theranks of Com-
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munistsor fellow travellers, and thed oganswhich aretore-
cruit the people areformulated. When these preparations
have been made, thefellow traveller approachesthe sympa-
thizer. The Communist himself doesnot customarily approach
the sympathizer, for the sympathi zer has certain qualmsabout
the Communists. Heknowsthat they cannot dwaysbetrusted.
But thefellow traveller isableto assurehimthat heisnot a
Communist, and thus can maketheapproach with every hope
of success.

Heoutlinesto the sympathizer the objective, namely, the
preservation of peacein theface of the desperate threat of
war and annihilation that hangsover usall. Hedescribesthe
demandsfor disarmament which areto be made, to Commu-
nist and non-Communist countriesalike. He doesnot point
out, of course, that these demands cannot possibly have any
effect in Communist countriesbecausethereisno publicopin-
ion therethat they can influence, and that the peopl e of the
Communist countries cannot even find out about these de-
mands unlessthe Communist Party decidestotell them. He
doesnot indicate that thereal purposeisto influence public
opinioninfreecountrieswherethe government iselected and
controlled by the people. The sympathizer, satisfied when
thesedemandsarenominally extendedto al countries, issold
onthismagnificentideaandisenlisted inthe cause.

The sympathizer then approaches the pseudo-liberal
who thinksit awonderful idea. Hewould not be happy to
participatein aCommunist plan, but he knowsthe sympa-
thizer isnot aCommunist. Heisaware, maybe, that the
sympathizer hassomeradical ideas, but he, unlike most other
people, isopen-minded, and does not hold that against him.
Obvioudly theideaisan excellent one and merits his sup-
port. Thusthe pseudo-liberal becomesthe spokesmanwho
approachesthe dupe, the patriotic businessman who will
supply thefinance and therespectability. At the periphery,
then, the patriotic businessman is approached by an anti-
Communist liberal for aworthy objective. Themoney is
provided, namesarewritten on theletterhead, apublicrela-
tions department is established, the propaganda is pro-
claimed, and the organized Communist Front goesinto op-
eration. Superficidly, it appearsto bethework of patriotic
businessmen, educators, scientistsand others of repute, but
behind these dupes are the pseudo-liberal s; behind them
are the sympathizers; and behind the sympathizers, at the

very center, are the unseen Communistsand fellow travel-
lerswho arein control of policy and program.

Fronts such asthis have been formed athousand times
and in athousand ways. They have recruited many well-
meaning anti-Communistsinto the service of Communism.
Thusis Communist science applied whereby the organized
few multiply their effectiveness by organizingamassmove-
ment that, on specificissues, can sometimes makeand break
democratic, anti-Communist governments. Againthecon-
clusonisclear that an understanding mind and an aert atti-
tudeistheonly protection theindividual hasagainst involun-
tary involvement. Eternd vigilanceisthepriceof liberty.

Communist Frontshave been organized to exploit |abor,
religion, art, civil liberties, cultureand nationdism. TheFronts
that proclaim Peace and National Liberation have been par-
ticularly effective. Inadditionto these specially organized
Fronts, the Communists make use of organizationsthat have
beenin existencefor long periods. Frequently, these organi-
zationswereformed by non-Communistsfor non-Commu-
nist purposes, but nonethel essthey become captivesof Com-
munism. Thisismade possibleby the Communists willing-
nesstowork hard at unpleasant tasksin theinterestsof such
organizations. Inevery organization, thereisacertainamount
of routinework to be done, work that isnot spectacular or
interesting, and therefore not very appealing to most people.
When the Communistsjoin the organi zation, they work hard.
They areavailablefor dull and menial tasks. They writethe
letters, they wrap the packages, they prepare the mimeo-
graphed materias. Very oftenthey arethefinest workersthat
theorganization has. When electiontimecomesround, noth-
ingismorenatural than that they should be el ected to execu-
tiveoffice. Thusthe Communist, by reason of their clarity of
purpose, their drive towards an objective, and their hard,
dedicated work, take over ingtitutionsthat have been crested
with the money of Capitalist enterprise and usethemto de-
sroy liberty.

The Communigtsaremagnificently organized. They have
dedicated personnel and they have acquired vast experience.
Only onabasisof understanding, organization and dedication
canwe hopeto meet and defeat them. To hatethemisfutile.
Someof their most effective servantshave beentheir bitterest
enemies. Eyesthat seeand mindsthat think must mergewith
heartsthat |ovefreedom, to meet thischallenge.

Founded in 1953, the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, under the leadership of Dr. Fred C. Schwarz, has been publishing amonthly
newsdl etter since 1960. The Schwarz Report isedited by Dr. David A. Noebel and Dr. Michael Bauman with the assistance of Dr. Ronald
H. Nash. The Crusade’saddressis PO Box 129, Manitou Springs, CO 80829. Our telephone number is(719) 685-9043. All correspon-
dence and tax-deductible gifts (the Crusade is a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt organization) may be sent to this address. Permission to reproduce
materialsfrom thisReport isgranted provided our name and addressaregiven. Check out our updated websiteat www.schwar zreport.org.
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continued from Page 1

To the extent that they have permitted this banishment,
evenwelcomed it, they areguilty of derdiction of duty and of
unfaithfulnessto Christ astheL ord of theuniverseand all that
iswithinit. Because heistheLord of all things, both great
andsmall, nothingisproperly secular. Anythingpursuedina
secular fashion is therefore at least partly, if not wholly,
mispursued. Themodern world needsdesperately to know
that Christisnot someonein additionto cultureor politics; He
issomeoneinrelationto them. All thingsfind their proper
role, identity, and function only whenthey relate properly to
Him. That isthetask that fallsto usin thisessay and those
that follow it, namely to relate Christianity to post-modern
and post-Christian political thought. What wetell our age
about God and politics shouldinclude, but isnot limited to,
the basic tenets of governance, and they are our concernin
this Schwarz Report series, thefirst of which focuseson our
snfulnessanditspolitical effects.

Human depravity

Redligtic palitical theory alwaysbeginsby considering
thingsasthey are, not thingsaswewould likethem to be.
Good poalitical theory isbased upon careful observation of
theworld around us, not upon speculations about aworld we
desirebut that might never be. Good poalitical theory isbased
a so upon thefundamental and unchanging principlesof mo-
raity, which comeonly from God Himsdf. Hisprinciplesare
imperative. They imply that we are not free to do aswe
please but are obligated to do aswe ought. Thedual process
of careful observation coupled with obedienceto themoral
imperative, | am convinced, leadsoneaway fromwhat isper-
hapsthe greatest political heresy of our time— what Jeane
Kirkpatrick oncelabeled “thefallacy of misplaced maleabil-
ity,” by which shemeant treating complex politica and socid
institutionsasthough they can berestructured on demand to
fit some master plan inside our heads. What modern
changemongersdo not understand isthat human institutions
arisefrom human action; that human action arisesfrom human
nature; and that human nature cannot befixed by political
tinkering.

The mostimportant and most enduring problemsfacing
government almost dwaysderivefrom human nature. Good
government cannot ignore human nature, which meansthat
wise political theory must take account both of human de-
pravity and human difference.

Oneof the Christian doctrinesmost easily demonstrated
isthat concerning human depravity. Nearly every mgor news
story weread or hear isalessonin, or avariation upon, that
theme. Good governance, therefore, establishespoliciesand
lawsbuilt upon thefact that human beings cannot alwayshbe

trusted to do theright thing, that they are not governed only
(or evenlargely) by reason, but also by twisted and some-
timesuntrammeled personal appetitesand passions. While
human beings are capable of reason, they arerarely reason-
able. Sometype of control must be set over human appe-
tites, desiresand actions, whichiswhy Edmund Burke said
that themora state of mankind sometimesfilledhimwithdis-
may and horror.

Our pervasive and persistent depravity cannot bere-
moved by legidation or by revolution. Pride, ambition, greed,
decetfulness, appetite: These— and not merely inefficient or
alegedly underfunded public programs— arethevicesthat
causemost of theworld' sturmoil, troubleand suffering. Evil
isnot merely, or even primarily, systemic; itissystemic and
muchmore. That“muchmore’ isweoursaves, whichiswhy
Burke also insisted that politics ought to be adjusted not to
human reason but to human nature, of which reasonisbut a
part, an oft-neglected part.

The gtatesman, therefore, must know morethan philoso-
phy, economicsor political science; he must know human
neture.

Becausetheimprovement of human natureliesoutside
the competence of the state, and because human natureis
itsdlf thefountain of such asignificant portion of our ills, one
must conclude that many of our current problemshave no
political solution. Ignorance, bigotry, divorce, disease,
homel essness, poverty and crime can never be eradicated by
thestate. Thefinest, most enlightened, most humanegovern-
mentsinthehigtory of theworld, governmentsguided by people
at least our equal inwisdom and intention, unanimoudly have
failed to makeanything morethan merely minor progresswith
these problems by meansof positive public policy. Rather,
many of the policiesthat theserelatively good governments
haveingtituted have actualy succeeded only in making such
meattersworse. Yet today wearrogantly imaginethat weshall
succeed wheredl previousgenerationsand policieshavefailed.
We makethiserror because weignorethehistorical record
and because we are unwittingly swept away by our own hu-
bris, whichitself isamanifestation of thefallennessweall
share— policy makersincluded.

Rather thanadintheprdliferationof ineffectiveand counter-
productivepalicies wemust humbly andredigticaly confessthet
most human difficultiesare not susceptibleto state-gponsored
solution. Toformulate public policy onany other basisthanthe
intractibility of human natureistofight againg redity itsdlf. In
most cases, therefore, public policy ought to be modestly con-
ceived and executed. If wetry to dowhat cannot be done, we
do harm, not good, becausewehavealocated scarceresources
for impossible ends and thereby created new problemsto go
along with those we aready face but did not solve. Modest
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amdioration, not cure, isperhgpsal that can beaccomplishedon
most fronts. A circumspect skepticism about Sateintervention
will bemoreadvantageousto anation thantrying foolishly to
remake human natureor dseacting asif human naturewere of
littleconcernto prudent public policy.

Being properly aware of the intractability of human
fallenness, thewise statesman concludesthat most of theen-
duringillsthat plague ushavenoreal or final political solu-
tions, that we almost always are forced to choose between
greater and lesser evils, or greater and lesser goods. To most
political problems, thereare no perfect answers, political or
otherwise. Goverment cannot change human nature; it can
only take human naturewisely into account when it contem-
platesand enacts public policy.

Little, if anything, that governmentshave ever done—
or ever could do— hasactualy succeeded in making people
better people, or in elevating basic human aspirations. Asa
result, most political reformsare destined to be, and infact
have provento be, only margina ly successful, if not counter-
productive.

Thisisby no means acounsel of despair, but of pru-
denceandrealism, thetwin hallmarks of al good political
theory and public policy.

Such prudenceliberates usfrom government-imposed
bondageto wasted money, wasted effort and wasted lives, all
of whichinevitably result fromtrying to do what can never be
done. Properly and humbly to acknowledge thetruth about
human nature and itsinvul nerability to wholesaleimprove-
ment by government programsisthefirst sseptoamore proper
stewarding of scarceresourcesinafalenworld. Rather than
wasting those precious resources on attempting theimpos-
sible, we are free to focus on investing those resourcesin
doing better and well those thingsthat ought to be done by
government.

Thefact of enduring human depravity impliesanequaly
enduring humanignoranceand foolishness, acursefromwhich
noneof usisexempt, including bureaucrats, policy makers
and officeholders. A human being cannot be depended upon
toliveuprightly or successfully onthebasisof hisown private
stock of reason, because hisstock of reasonissmall, no mat-
ter how smart heis. Aswisepolitical thinkershavelongand
properly ingsted, individualsand governmentsdo far better
toavail themselvesof thegreat and genera store of wisdom
foundintheinsightsof tradition built up over the centuries.
Apart fromthelessonsof history and the hard-won insightsof
the great minds of the past, we remain predictably foolish.
Thisfoolishnessisthepolitica consequence of what thetheo-
logianscall “thenoetic effectsof sin,” something about which
modern politicans never speak, but thetruth of whichthey
repeatedly demondtrate.

TheGreens

by John Fulton L ewis

Sincethe collapse of the Soviet Union and the strategic
retreat of the Communist Party of Russia, thehard line mes-
sageto the L eft, worldwide, hasbeen “weliveto fight an-
other day.” Andoneof themost promising “covers’ for do-
ing soisto penetrate and identify withinternational environ-
mental activists, many of whom hold prominent positionsin
Europe sincreasingly socidist, Green Party, governments. The
same appliesto many office holdersand regulatory bureau-
cratsintheU.SA.

InMarch, 1995, Carl Bloice, one-time Associate Edi-
tor and Moscow correspondent for the U.S. Communist
Party newspaper, People’'s Daily World, was quoted as
having proclaimed that “ the environmental movement prom-
isesto bring greater numbers (of people) into our orbit than
the peace movement ever did.” 1n 1972, not long after the
launching of Earth Day in America, the head of the Commu-
nist Party USA, GusHall, declared: “ Thekey factor will be
theleadership of the struggle of theworking class...masses
who after all arethe power of any revolution...Thisistruein
the struggleto save the environment. What isnew,” Hall
asserted boldly but prematurely, “isthat the knowledge of
the point of no return gives this struggle an unusual
urgency...We must be the organizers, the leaders of these
movements.”

In 1980, in hisbook Entropy, Jeremy Rifkin declared:
“The chic upper-class ecol ogists, with their hot tubs, their
quarter-million-dollar homes; their designer clothes, and their
MercedesBenzes, had best redlizethat their callsfor cleanair
must beaccompanied by meaningful actionsthat will leedtoa
redistribution of their own unwarranted economic abundance.
If they do not voluntarily begin to makethiseconomic adjust-
ment, then otherswill makeit for them.” Hismessage sounded
likeaCommunist manifesto againgt therich. Many thought it
was.

By 1989, inafurther printing of Entropy, Rifkin deleted
thisparagraph for by now hewasviewed astheinspiration
for Albert Gore' sforthcoming book, Earth in the Balance.
Someof those dlitists Rifkin described werenow financially
supporting environmentd extremiam’s(and Al Gore's) agenda.
In 1992, the Communist Party USA formally declared:

“ Socidism makesthe changein property relationswhich
providesasound basisfor bringing the production system
into harmony with nature. Socidism can end both theexploi-
tation of labor and the exploitation of nature. It can make

continued on next page
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continued from previous page

possiblethe planning of production for the needsof thepeople
and for sustainable ecosystems in a sustainable
economy...(T)heenvironment that sustainsus can be saved
only by changing our economic system... TheCommunist Party
of the United States seesthe capitalist ruling classastheen-
emy of both workersand the environment...(thus)...weneed
socialism.” One could go on citing quotable endorsements
from Leftistsout toinfiltrate, take over or identify with, the
international environmental movement. However, it should
beenoughtorecdl thefirst referenceinthisarticle, Bloicehas
long been afriend and associate of Mikhail Gorbachev, the
former Soviet President (1985-91) who stepped down from
the Kremlin post to world appl ause and then mounted to ce-
lebrity statusinan entirely new roleinthe U.S.

Gorbachev, with no significant mea cul pasthat weever
heard about hislifelong career asa Soviet die-hard commu-
nist leader, logt littletimemoving from the Kremlin hierarchy
tojointhe Green Movement. Hehelped to establish aninter-
nationd organization caled the Green CrossInternationd. The
U.S. Chapter isnamed “ Global Green,” andisdedicated to
influencingand directinga*” globa culture’ which, ultimately,
might direct or redirect global society.

It should beremembered that aschief of the power struc-
ture of the Soviet Unionfor six years, Gorbachev headed one
of thetop two or three most polluted and environmentally
backward nationsintheworld, othersbeing Communist China
and socidist-democratic India

Anditisworth noting that four monthsbeforethe care-
fully orchestrated coup, which resulted in hisoverthrow and
replacement by Boris Yeltsin, “ papers for the Gorbachev
Foundation werefiled with the California Secretary of State
inApril ‘91...,” according tothe McAlvany Intelligence Ad-
visor of March 1995.

Now, with this background, preparefor areal shock,
disturbingif not larming. Earlierinthe 1990sLibrary of
Congress Associates began publishing aquarterly maga-
zinecalled CIVILIZATION. It seemed to be directed at
the serious scholarship to reflect the values contained in
the nation’ sforemost repository of knowledge. Thiswriter
was a charter subscriber but after atime the magazine
ceased coming, until, indightly altered form, it reappeared
latein 1999. Againwesubscribed. Thehighly visibletitle
of thedlick quarterly’scover isstill CIVILIZATION but an
inside editorial masthead carriesasmall-type subtitle: “The
New Global Culture.” No reason for areader to betoo
upset by that, we suppose, but onewonders why thefront
cover titleand masthead title differ.

Then comesthe blockbuster! Inthe July 2000 issue,
opposite Page 62, appearsafull page SPECIAL Announce-
ment. Sowhat do the magazine's publisherstell us? That
“CIVILIZATION ispleased to announcethat former Presi-
dent of the Soviet Union and unequaled environmenta cham-
pion Mikhail Gorbachev will Guest Edit our upcoming Octo-
ber/November issue onthe World Water Crisis.” Well now!

The promotion continues. “WATER: today’snew global
currency. Inthenext decade, water will officialy becomeone
of the most valuable of theworld’swaning resources. Ex-
pertspredict that without proper crisismanagement, warscould
befought over thewater rightswe currently takefor granted.
Mr. Gorbachev will join some of theworld’smost respected
expertsinadialogue on how to avert thiscrisis. Pleaselook
for thisunprecedented i ssue on newstands October 10, 2000.”

To compl ete the page thereisalogo emphasizing that
CIVILIZATIONisredlly about “Globa Culture’ and the pub-
lishershope peoplewill subscribeand/or advertiseinthisup-
comingissuefeaturing-et’ shear it again—" unequal ed envi-
ronmental champion Mikhail Gorbachev” to“ Guest Edit our
upcoming October/November issue...”

So much for the integrity and scholarship of the Li-
brary of Congress. They have allowed a“licensed” New
York publishing contractor to turn over the Library’s edi-
torial image, to aformer world Communist leader, who
dedicated most of hislifeto the utter destruction of the
freeworld and, on therecord, appearsto have beenindif-
ferent for most of hislifetimeto the environmental degra-
dation of hisownand surrounding countries. Wecan hardly
wait for himto tell usabout pollution-plagued Russianriv-
ersand contaminated drinking water systemswhich were
never cleaned up whilehewasin power inthe USSR. Oh,
yes! Does anyone remember the nuclear disaster at
Chernoby!? It happened, to the lamentabl e death and en-
dangerment of many in Eastern Europe. It also happened
on Gorbachev’'swatch!

Lincoln Review Letter, July-August 2000, pp.6-7
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TheRehabilitation of
Communism

Tenyearsafter the Berlin Wall fell, cracking openthe
door on Soviet and Eastern European archives that docu-
ment almost 75 years of communist crimes, it remainsabi-
zarrefact that communismitsalf enjoysaforgiving ambiguity
initsdepictionin Western lore—i.e., popular culture. Even
Jacob Weisherg of the online magazine Sate acknowledges
this, deep in aNew York Times Magaz ne cover story titled,
“The Rehabilitation of Joseph McCarthy,” ananaysisof the
Americanlegacy of communism. Citingarecent A & Emovie
about Lillian Hellman and Dashiell Hammett, averitable Red
Vdentine, andtheoutrageof theintdligentsaover EliaKazan's
honorary Oscar earlier thisyear, Mr. Wei sberg writesthat
“Conservativeshave madefew inroadsagaingt the notion that
McCarthyism did far more harm to Americathan commu-
nism:—anotion with which Mr. Weisberg seemsto bein ac-
cord.

Why thisstrange cultural fact should be soisafascinat-
ing topic—but not of thearticleinquestion. Mr. Weisbergis
moreinterested in exploring why anyone, and, particularly,
why any anti-communist, still cares, That is, the Cold War is
over, hewrites, communism isdead: What accountsfor the
“obsession” of scholarsand criticswho continuetofight Cold
War-style battles over communism’slegacy? “ The deeper
youdeveintosuch battles” hewrites, “thegreater thefeding
growsthat theseare not primarily argumentsabout historical
factatal.”

Thisisabreathtaking statement. “ Such battles’ have
awaysbeen about historical fact, and they still are: whether,
to take only the most famous examples, Alger Hisswasa
Soviet spy (yes), whether the Rosenbergswere guilty (yes),
whether the American Communist Party wastaking itsorders
fromMaoscow (yes). Now that archival documentation from
behind thelron Curtainisgradualy and thrillingly becoming
availableintheWest to corroborate (and expand) such dlams-
long denied by theleft—tisnowonder that scholarsand crit-
ics, overwhelmingly ontheright, arerenewing their sudies,
revisiting old battlegroundsarmed with sharp, new facts.

But Mr. Wei sberg has another theory—or, ashe putsit,
feding. Ashesessit, al too many of these Cold War histori-
ansaremotivated by something degper, something persona—
something“ Oedipd.” Singlingout for exampleRonad Radosh
and David Horowitz, courageousand € oquent anti-commu-
nistswhose political odysseysbegan onthe communist |ft,

Mr. Wei sherg'stal e takes adubious psychol ogical turninto
what he callsthe“ unresolved feelings of personal betrayal
and the Oedipal conflictsof red-diaper babies.” We hear of
Mr. HorowitZz' stortured rel ationship with hiscommunist fa-
ther; and Mr. Radosh's“anger” a hiscommunist parents. The
condescending and even outrageousimplicationisthat such
family matters have superceded the historical import of their
work.

Notably, Mr. Wel sberg offersscant similar treatment of
the communi stsand communist sympathizershefeatures-de-
Spiteintriguing questionsraised by someof their intransigence
inthefaceof compdlling, even overwhe ming documentation.
One hasto wonder, for example, what deep, persona moti-
vation Mr. Weisherg might have unearthed behind lftist his-
torian Ellen Schrecker’soutrébelief that American commu-
nists didn’t spy because they weretraitors, but rather be-
causethey “did not subscribeto traditional formsof patrio-
tiam.”

Of course, Mr. Weisberg didn’t really haveto probethe
recessesof theconservativemindtofind exoticinspirationfor
the continuing study and pursuit of historical truth. AsMr.
Weli sherg himself seemsto understand, the Westernintelli-
gentsia, from art to letters, still harborsadistorted view of
communism and anti-communism; theformer istolerated as
naive and well-meaning, thelater isstill seen, at best, asan
embarrassment, or anathema. Thearchival documentation
just now beginning to becomeavailable offers dispassionate
confirmation—facts, not feelings—of theevilsof anideology
that once repressed much of theworld, evilsthat were once
considered unresolvable matters of heated debate. (Imagine
the spate of research and debate that would ensueif Nazism
had been vanqui shed long ago, and the documentation of the
Holocaust werejust now coming into circulation.)

Mr. Weisberg would wel comeaversion of “thestory of
American communism [told] inalessjudgmental fashion.”
After al, ashepointsout e seawhereinthearticle, American
communismwas never murderouslikeitscounterpartsover-
seas. Thefactis, however, too many American communists
denied, supported and condoned such murder, and it isdiffi-
cult not to be“judgmental” about that.
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